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ANNUAL REPORT
Presented by Brian Kling, YGRR President

OUR VISION
When we look back on YGRR’s journey from one of the first breed specific rescues in the 
United States to the present time, we realize that so much has changed and at the same 
time so much has remained the same. Veterinary science has advanced by leaps and 
bounds, animal welfare laws are becoming tighter, public education regarding respon-
sible pet ownership is broadening and yet there is still a significant segment of dogs of 
all breeds who continue to “fall through the cracks”. 

When Yankee was first founded we focused on helping to provide placement services 
for Golden Retrievers in need within the six New England states. Over time we admit-
ted Goldens from other states on a case by case basis. Now the issue of animal welfare,  
particularly for domestic animals such as dogs, has become a world-wide problem.

Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue has become known as the “go to place” for  
excellent care, rehabilitation, placement and protection. No matter what age or medical  
condition, we provide these dogs with services for as long as it takes to find them homes. 
We also guarantee that should they need further help we will always be there for them.

While YGRR still considers Golden Retrievers from New England our primary interest, 
we have extended our skills to Goldens and some mixes from other parts of the United 
States as well as helping to address the homeless, unwanted situations of Goldens in 
areas such as Turkey, China and the Caribbean. It is not inconceivable we will branch out 
further over time since the need for our services shows no sign of abating.

YEAR IN REVIEW
Due to the problem of transporting many of our rescues from either outside the state or 
even the country, it is more difficult to control the population level in the kennel. 

A number of rescues coming up from southern United States were transported in  
coordination with other groups. Some even got to ride in private planes.

For those who need international flights, there could be layovers and boarding in a  
foreign country. The lucky ones would have non-stop but lengthy flights. All were  
greeted by YGRR groups of volunteers who then drove them to Riverview.

During the fiscal year 7/1/16 to 6/30/17 the following number and type of dogs were adopted:

 Origin and Breed ......................................... Number 
 New England Goldens ...........................................50 
 New England Golden Hearted ...............................7 
 Outside New England Goldens ...............................2 
 Outside New England Golden Hearted ...............16 
 International Goldens ...........................................52 
 Total .....................................................................127

In the upcoming year we hope to broaden our program and provide assistance for more 
Goldens and non-Goldens as we have room. There is also the opportunity for Yankee 
to reach out to areas that are suffering from natural disasters and provide them the 
support they need to ensure that displaced animals find new, loving and safe homes. 

ADOPTION PROGRAM
In the beginning the Goldens who were brought to Riverview came from  
distances of a few hundred miles at the most. Now they come from all over, with different  
experiences. Some have had adequate training, for others it’s sketchy or none. They 
have been fed food very different from what we feed dogs here, have never seen a toy 
and do not always have the type of look we are used to.  

No matter what the situation, our adoption coordinator and varied staff members 
spend an enormous amount of time in learning about the dogs, introducing them to 
the adopters, and seeking out the best matches.  
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ADOPTION NEWS
Placements: October through December, 2017

The adoption list does not do justice to the tremendous effort and emotion which is a part of each Rescue Golden’s admission and placement  
by YGRR. Each case begins with a telephone call to the hotline. All calls are processed by our dedicated and caring staff. A great deal of  
patience, restraint and understanding is required in order to correctly handle distraught owners who are compelled to give up a beloved pet or, on the 
other hand, callous owners who cannot “get rid of the dog” fast enough. Our staff members keep their feelings to themselves in order to be able to 
assist the dog. The “Reason for Surrender” column has to be very brief, but each dog has a complicated, often sad story.

Dog’s Name YGRR # Gender Dog Age Reason for Surrender Adopter’s Name

  Abby 5499 Female 4 years Owner Moving Lars R.

  Breo 5500 Male 8 years Owner Moving Audrey C.

  Carrie 5489 Female 1 year Southern Transfer - Hurricane Harvey Eric K.

  Champ 5518 Male 1 year Not Enough Time Patricia L.

  Chloe 5498 Female 1 year Owner Divorce Kevin S.

  Dino 5501 Male 1 year Southern Transfer - Hurricane Harvey Julie T.

  Ella 5509 Female 4 years Specific Behavior Needs Gerard & Emily S.

  Eva 5492 Female 9 years Animal Control Pick-Up Alana T.

  Freyta 5517 Female 13 years Owner Moving Mary W.

  Gabe 5428 Male 3 years Jamaica Transport Dan & Lori D.

  Griffin 5511 Male 6 years Owner Medical Issues Krys L.

  Harvey 5502 Male 2 years Southern Transfer - Hurricane Harvey Kathy C. & Dave V.

  Lilo 5504 Female 6 years Southern Transfer Elaine M.

  Lizzy 5488 Female 1 year Southern Transfer Donna B.

  Luna 5494 Female 1 year Southern Transfer Stephen & Andrea M.

  Nike 5495 Male 3 years Southern Transfer Christine T.

  Sadie 5482 Female 6 years Owner Medical Issues Jessica M.

  Sasha 5496 Female 1 year Southern Transfer Richard M.

  Schmidt 5506 Female 1 year Not Enough Time Paul & Paulette B.

  Tanner 5503 Male 4 years Southern Transfer - Hurricane Harvey Elizabeth L.
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FOREVER HOME - RUSSELL’S STORY
by Marie Brennan Taylor and Joe Taylor

Dear Staff at YGRR,

It is with great sadness we write to tell 
you we recently had to put down our 
dog Russell, YGRR #4440, after the pain 
of his bone cancer became too much. He 
was a wonderful, intelligent, affectionate  
companion full of surprises who was with 
us for ten years.

We still have vivid memories of first  
meeting him (with our then teenage son) 
at Riverview in November 2007. Here 
was this beautiful, energetic, skinny, 
goofy golden pup, about age one year,  
zooming around the living simulation 
room, cautiously playful but not making 
eye contact. He readily let us take him for 
a walk outside the grounds and we knew 
this was the dog for us.

After signing the adoption papers, our 
only concern was how is this active dog 
going to behave in the van on our 45 
minute drive home? When we opened 
the side door (where we had already  
removed a seat in anticipation of taking 
a new dog home), Russell quickly gave us 
his answer, by simply plunking down on 
the rug next to our son’s seat where he 
rested for the entire ride, good as gold!

Once we reached the house, he  
immediately demonstrated his athletic 
agility when my husband opened the van 
hatchback and, in a flash, Russell went 
from laying flat on the floor to leaping 
over the third seat right out of the van! 
As he stood in the driveway, we began to 
think we adopted a flying dog! He didn’t 
run off though, and allowed us to take his 
leash and lead him inside his new home. 
He then proceeded to inspect every room, 
probably catching some remnants of the 
scent of our previous golden, Katie, who 
we raised from a puppy until age 12 and 
who had passed the previous August.

In the coming months, Russell’s personality  
began to shine. We had set up a large crate 
with a dog mattress in our kitchen for him 
but he let us know his deserved space by 
jumping in our bed in the middle of the 
night, snuggling between us. We were  
his people and he didn’t want to be alone.

Russell loved to run in our large fenced 
yard whether it was after a tennis ball or 

the squirrels and bunnies he spotted out-
side. And he was fast, not once but twice 
he actually caught a squirrel, a dog’s 
dream! He didn’t harm them, just shook 
it around before he realized it wasn’t a 
chew toy. On a stern command of  “Drop 
it!” Russell right away put his prize on the 
ground - he could have been a hunting 
dog. Instead we kept him content with a 
steady supply of stuffed Mallards.

We did have some challenges with 
him. He could be mouthy and a little  
aggressive but we very firmly discour-
aged that behavior. We also sadly realized 
that Russell was probably struck by his  
previous owners. If you had something in 
your hand and put it near him too quickly, 
he would be afraid. With consistent love 
and petting, he overcame that fear.

Russell was very affectionate, wheth-
er cuddling with his head in our laps, or  
simply lying by our feet, he always  
wanted to be close by. Over the years, 
the dog that wouldn’t make eye contact 

learned to trust us, gazing up at us with 
love and loyalty.

Thank you all for bringing him into our 
lives. Maybe someday, another YGRR visit. 

Marie Brennan Taylor and Joe Taylor



ONE ITEM PER FORM

Item Being Donated  ____________________________________________________________________   Item Value _______________________

Item Description  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Donor ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________________________   Phone Number  ______________________________

YGRR Auction Committee reserves the right to combine items into gift combinations  
(bags, baskets) that will enhance the value of the items or use items for raffles  
while managing the space limitations for all items. The Auction Committee also  
reserves the right to decline unsuitable items for this venue or to use items for future 
fundraising events.

Thank you for supporting our fundraising auction.  
The Rescue Goldens appreciate your help.

ALL DONATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 1, 2018.

Please send this form and your donation to:   
Auction, c/o YGRR, 110 Chapin Road, Hudson, MA 01749
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YGRR 2018 BENEFIT AUCTION

2018 YANKEE GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE AUCTION DONATION FORM

Saturday, April 28, 2018 – Boxboro Regency Hotel & Conference Center, Boxborough, MA

Saturday, April 28, 2018 – Boxborough Regency, Boxborough, MA

The 2018 YGRR auction will be held Saturday, April 28, 2018 from 10:30am to 
2:30pm at the Boxborough Regency, Boxborough, MA.

The Boxborough Regency will have a block of rooms reserved at a discounted rate 
for auction attendees, so if you are staying overnight, please let them know you are  
attending the auction and make your reservations by April 6.

Registration - $35 online (by April 20) or $40 at the door - includes Italian buffet lunch

Wishlist - Items that historically do well include sports and entertainment tickets, time 
at a vacation spot (especially if Goldens are welcome!), unique Golden-related home 
décor and furniture, autographed sports and entertainment memorabilia, etc. Feel free 
to include non-Golden items, as well! All items must be new. Please fill out a donation 
form for each item and include the item’s value.

We are fortunate to have an abundance of figurines, collector’s plates, and books. - 
Thank you to everyone who has donated! If you have questions about donating, please 
email Lisa Giguere, auction chair, at ygrrlg@outlook.com.  

We will have some special guest Goldens with their adopters to share their stories.  
Please leave your own dogs at home, as other dogs are not allowed and temperatures 
in April can be too hot to leave dogs in the car.

Boxborough Regency, 242 Adams Place, 
Boxborough, MA 01719



Golden Partner Sponsor
$2,500
• Sponsorship acknowledge-
ment on our website, in our 
Auction Catalog, magazine 
and in event emails reaching 
9,000 recipients

• Full page color ad in Auction 
Catalog

• Banner displayed at event 
(you must provide)

• Your company literature, 
samples, etc. passed out to all participants (you must provide)

• Acknowledgement during our live auction

• A thank you in our newsletter following the event

• 6 tickets to the auction

Heart of Gold Sponsor
$5,000
• Sponsorship acknowledge-
ment prominently featured as 
a top sponsor on our website, 
in our Auction Catalog, and in 
event emails reaching 9,000  
recipients

• Premium advertising on 
back cover of catalog (only 
1 space available, which will 
be awarded to the highest 
bidding sponsor – other Heart 
of Gold Sponsors will receive premium advertising space as  
available and all will receive a full page color ad in catalog)

• Banner prominently displayed at the event (you must provide)

• Your company literature, samples, etc. passed out to all  
participants (you must provide)

• Acknowledgement as a top sponsor during our live auction

• A thank you in our newsletter following the event

• 6 tickets to the auction
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AUCTION SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Saturday, April 28, 2018 – Boxborough Regency, Boxborough, MA

Show Your Support by Taking Advantage of  
the Following Sponsorship Opportunities

PLEASE CONTACT YGRRLG@OUTLOOK.COM IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SPONSOR!

Golden Friend Sponsor
$500
• Sponsorship acknowledge-
ment on our website, in our 
Auction Catalog, and in event 
emails reaching 9,000 recip-
ients

• Full page color ad in Auc-
tion Catalog

• A thank you in our  
newsletter following the 
event

• 4 tickets to the auction

Golden Champion Sponsor 
$1,000
• Sponsorship acknowledge-
ment on our website, in our 
Auction Catalog, and in event 
emails reaching 9,000 recip-
ients

• Full page color ad in Auction 
Catalog

• Banner displayed at event 
(you must provide)

• Your company literature, 
samples, etc. passed out to all participants (you must provide)

• Acknowledgement during our live auction

• A thank you in our newsletter following the event

• 4 tickets to the auction



Catalog Advertisement  
Request
PREMIUM ADVERTISING SPACE
available on a first come, first served basis

COLOR OUTSIDE BACK COVER 
       Available with sponsorship* 

COLOR INSIDE FRONT COVER 
       Available with sponsorship* 

COLOR INSIDE BACK COVER  
       Available with sponsorship* 

STANDARD ADVERTISING SPACE

 BLACK & WHITE COLOR

FULL PAGE 7” x 9.5” $130 $175  
       (vertical photos are best) 

1/2 PAGE 7” x 4.75”  $  90 $125 
       (horizontal photos are best)

1/4 PAGE 3.5” x 4.75” $  50 $  70

1/8 PAGE 3.5” x 2”  $  30 $  40 
       (business card size, no photo) 

All catalog advertising income is used to pay Auction costs, ensuring that all money raised at the Auction goes directly to the dogs.
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YGRR AUCTION ADVERTISING FORM

Advertise Your Business or Memorialize a Golden Friend  
in our 2018 YGRR Benefit Auction Catalog

Saturday, April 28, 2018 – Boxborough Regency, Boxborough, MA

YGRR reserves the right to refuse advertising deemed inappropriate for the Auction catalog. We also reserve the right to reword your 
provided advertising copy as necessary to provide maximum clarity in the final printed product. Electronic ads to size can be submitted  
in the following formats with fonts either provided or changed to outlines: PDF, Illustrator EPS, and hi-res TIF (600 dpi). You may send 
other formats, but chances are it will have to be reworked and we need to know the exact text of your ad. Please send to ygrrlg@
outlook.com. We need to know if you wish to have your name included in the advertisement.

*Sponsorship opportunities to offset auction expenses are available. The Outside Back Cover will go 
to the top sponsor. The Inside Front Cover and Inside Back Cover will go to the next highest sponsors. 
All sponsors will receive catalog advertising according to sponsorship level. Premium advertising will be  
given to the top sponsors in the order received.   

The Auction Catalog has a  
finished measurement of 8 1/2” x 11”.  

 The ad space is contained within 7” x 9 1/2”.

Full Page (7” x 9.5”) $130 (color $175)

1/8 Page (3.5” x 2”) 
$30 (color $40)

1/2 Page (7” x 4.75”) 
$90 (color $125)

1/4 Page  (3.5” x 4.75”) 
$50 (color $70)

All advertisements must be received by March 23, 2018 to be included in the catalog.  
Please email ygrrlg@outlook.com with your advertisement request.
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE 
(That Everyone Should Know)

I’ll Trade You! by Devon Spirka
When you were just a kid, sitting in 
the cafeteria at school for lunch, and a 
classmate asked you for your chocolate  
pudding, you would never just GIVE them 
your chocolate pudding, would you? 
No! You would make sure it was some 
sort of a fair trade. You’ll give them that  
chocolate pudding if you get their Oreos 
in return. That’s just how it worked, and 
at the end of lunch, everyone was happy. 
Win-win!

Dogs are no different. And if they learn 
the concept of trading, then learning 
the concept of dropping valuable things  
becomes easy-peasy. At Yankee, we do 
this with any and all dogs that are in our 
care, no matter their age, their history, if 
they resource guard or not. We also teach 
all of our adopters how to do it as well, 
with the hopes that they will continue to 
do this with their new dog.

Trading is exactly that: you are trading the 
dog for something that it has for some-
thing else. Trading is very beneficial to both 
human and dog in a few different ways:

1.  It teaches the dog that dropping 
things that they have in their mouths, 
no matter how valuable they are, can 
be a good thing.

2.  It allows the owner or handler to  
begin teaching a dog the “drop” cue 
in a way that is enjoyable to the dog, 
and not forced.

3.  It teaches the dog that giving things 
up is not a one-way street, and that 
they will get something in return for 
their good decision.

4.  It helps keep everyone safe when taking 
something of value away from a dog.

Most dogs instinctively will guard some-
thing of value, no matter how much they 
love you or how long they’ve known you. 
Many times people say, “the dog just 
won’t listen to me” or “the dog does it 
to make me mad”. Actually, the dog just 
doesn’t want to give up the item; it’s as 
simple as that. In no way is it to make you 
mad, and it usually isn’t the fact that the 
dog isn’t listening to you. If you can’t bet 
$1000 that your dog will drop whatever 

it has in its mouth when you say “drop it, 
”then the dog does not know what “drop 
it” means. So how can he NOT listen to 
you if he has no clue what you’re saying? 
They don’t speak English, remember.

Something “of value” to a dog doesn’t 
mean what you, the human, think is  
valuable. It means what the DOG thinks is 
valuable. So this could be a bone, it could 
be a toy, is could be a stolen wrapper out 
of the trash, or a dirty sock. Dogs have 
the ability to ‘guard’ whatever item THEY 
find valuable. This is why it’s GREAT to  
always trade a dog for anything they 
have in their possession that you want to 
take away from them. 

How To Trade – it’s so simple!

• Most times you can trade with a dog 
by dropping a few treats on the ground 
a couple feet away from them. They will 
say “OOO! TREATS!” and drop what they 
have in their mouth and get up to go 
eat the treats. At this time, you can take 
the item off the ground while the dog is 

eating the treats. (TIP: It’s usually good 
to toss multiple treats on the ground to 
keep them busy for a second while you 
grab the item.)

• It’s always better to use GOOD treats. 
You wouldn’t trade your chocolate  
pudding for a piece of broccoli. So you 
have to use high-value treats in order to 
compete with the high-value item they 
have. Pieces of cheese or ham or boiled 
chicken are always good go-to treats, as 
well as soft and smelly dog treats versus a 
hard milk bone.

• You can also trade evenly. If a dog has a 
toy, and you want them to drop it, show 
them another toy excitedly. Get them  
interested in the other toy, and then they 
will drop the one in their mouth. Be sure 
to immediately toss them the toy you 
have in your hand so they get that reward 
for dropping the toy they had. This is  
exactly how we teach dogs here how 
to play fetch. They bring a tennis ball 

continued next page



back, and instead of trying to remove it 
from their mouths, you can usually whip  
another tennis ball out of your pocket 
and excitedly show it to them. When they 
drop the one they have, then throw the 
one you are holding. It becomes a nice  
rotation game!

• Lastly, you can start to add the cue 
“drop” once the dog is regularly drop-
ping items when you want to trade. 
This is a great cue for them to learn,  
especially when playing fetch. Then you 
can fade that second tennis ball out of the  
picture, and they will bring you back a 
ball and drop it for you.

As mentioned earlier, this is also a good 
way to keep your hands and the hands of 
family members safe when trying to take 
something away from a dog. If you have 
a dog that growls at you or shows any  
other signs of guarding (like freezing, 
stiffening, lip-lifting, or even snapping 
at you) when you try to take something 
away from them, then you want to  
ALWAYS trade them for these things! 
The more a dog practices that guarding 
behavior, the more it becomes a habit 
for them, so DON’T keep trying to take 
things away. You want them to learn that 
they will get GREAT stuff by dropping or 
leaving things through trading. Never 
“test” a dog by seeing who the “alpha” 

is in these situations. You are a human. 
They are a dog. The “Alpha” theory has 
been scientifically disproven years ago 
and dogs learn through association. So 
if they always can associate a good thing 
with dropping an item, then they will.  
Behaviors that are reinforced are more 

apt to be repeated.

So I hope you begin to trade your dog for 
EVERYTHING. It will soon become second 
nature, and your dog will be learning a 
very useful behavior all the while. Win-
win, just like in the school cafeteria!
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Most times you can trade with a dog by dropping a few treats on the ground a couple 
feet away from them. They will say “OOO! TREATS!” and drop what they have in their 
mouth and get up to go eat the treats. 

Established in 1985, YGRR is a nonprofit charitable organization  
which is dedicated to providing comprehensive medical care, 
behavioral evaluations and adoptive homes to homeless  
Golden Retrievers in the six New England states. Golden mixes 
and Goldens from outside New England are admitted on a 
case-by-case basis.

Rescue services are provided to Goldens who have been  
abandoned, mistreated, neglected or left in shelters. Rescue 
services are also provided to Goldens in need of placement 
due to compelling family circumstances.

In addition to services for hundreds of young, healthy Goldens,  
YGRR is proud of its programs of care for senior Goldens and 
Goldens with special medical needs. Since its founding, YGRR 
has provided rescue services to thousands of Goldens. Hundreds  
of others have been assisted by our hotline counseling and  
referrals to veterinary specialists, obedience trainers and  
animal behaviorists.

YGRR relies on membership dues, donations and fundraising  

activities for its income. The organization has a 501(c)(3)  
classification with the IRS, and donations are tax deductible. 
YGRR is headquartered at Riverview in Hudson, MA.

YGRR MISSION STATEMENT
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CHINESE GOLDEN RESCUE EFFORTS – 
YGRR GOES TO CHINA!

Written by Devon Spirka and Lucille Brooks 

The planning stages of all this started 
about 6 months before we flew to Beijing,  
China and brought back our first three 
Goldens. When taking on a rescue effort 
like this, there are lots of legalities and  
logistics to figure out before-hand in order  
to make any transport as smooth as possi-
ble. With complication after complication,  
and months of two steps forward and one 
step back, we decided it would be easiest 
for the two of us to just go to China for 
the first transport of Goldens.

The experience was certainly one-of-
a-kind, and to both of us, China was  
uncharted territory. Not being huge 
travelers ourselves, we got on a plane in  
December, flew 13 hours straight, and 
landed in Beijing. We were exhaust-
ed, excited, nervous, and hesitant. Not 
many people spoke English; we couldn’t  
understand any of the signs, but we were 
lucky to be meeting up with our friends 
from Golden Bond Rescue of Oregon. 
Golden Bond has been taking Goldens 
from China for about a year already, and 
was, at that time, the only Golden rescue 
in the U.S. to be doing this. This was part 
of our reason for focusing our efforts 

on helping these Goldens; there were so 
many Goldens and there was only one 
rescue group helping them.

While in China, we were able to meet with 
the Rescuers that do such a wonderful  
job in the midst of such a different culture 
to save and help these Goldens. We met 
with the two veterinarians that our dogs 
see while in China to receive the medical 
care, vaccines, quarantine, and clearances  
to leave the country. We also got to 
meet a few of our dogs that are awaiting 
flights to come to the US. We were able 
to iron out all the details of transport to 
get these first 3 dogs to the US with us 
when we left and to make it easier for  
future flight volunteers to do the same.

We know that most people probably 
wonder where most of these Goldens are 
coming from in China, and why are there 
so many Goldens? Most of the Goldens 
that are rescued in China are coming  
directly from slaughterhouses, off of 
meat-trucks, and being pulled out of 
municipal shelters where they await  
euthanasia or are sold to the meat trade.
So needless to say, these dogs have no 
chance at a forever home, at a warm bed 

and lots of toys, or even decent food with-
out these rescue efforts on all ends. The 
need is dire and there are more Goldens 
than you can count that are stuck in this  
situation just waiting for a miracle.  
Goldens, in particular, are very popular 
breed for these purposes in China because 
of their size and their temperament.

We successfully transported back three 
dogs with us when we left China, almost 

continued on page 12

Matt’s first arrival at Riverview
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Q & A
Q: What was the hardest part about 
going to China?

A: The cultural differences and the lan-
guage barrier. To speak with most of 
the rescuers that we met, we actually 
had to type something into a transla-
tor App (which would still translate a 
little weird) and then they would have 
to type back. 

Q: How much does is cost, approxi-
mately, per dog?

A: The total is about $1500 per dog 
from beginning to end. From funding 
the medical care they need while in 
China, vaccines, spay or neuter, board-
ing/quarantine costs before flying, 
their transport costs, etc. Then the 
medical care they receive once here and  
regular dog care. We already had a 
pretty major dental surgery done for a 
young puppy we transported that had 
some teeth in his nasal cavity.

Q: How do the dogs adjust after such a 
long flight and such a sad beginning to 
their lives?

A: So far, the dogs have adjusted  
wonderfully. They basically got out 
of the crates when we arrived at  
Yankee and said “Hi. I love you!” They 
were very happy to be getting tons 
of attention and good food. They are 
learning what things are, like toys and 

continued on next page

Goldens preparing for  their journey to 

America
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missing our flight because of a hiccup at 
the airport with preparing the dogs to 
fly. Since then, we transported two more 
dogs from China that were ready to fly 
after a wonderful flight volunteer from 
our Yankee volunteer family willingly 
paid his way to go pick them up and bring 
them back to the US. There are more that 
are ready and waiting!

We at Yankee are so lucky to have so many 
volunteers that want to help out with this 
cause by making trips to the airport to 
pick dogs up when they arrive, and we 
even have a very dedicated group willing  
to fly over there and bring back dogs 
with them (and we are always looking 
for more). However, it is a large financial 
commitment to fund their care in China, 
fund their transport to get here, and then  
continue with the regular or special  

surgical care they receive once they arrive.

We send a HUGE THANK YOU to our  
donors so far that have contributed  
financially to help us make this a possibility.  
It is because of donations like this that we 
are able to embark on a rescue mission 
as big and as important as this one. Any 
amount helps us get these dogs out of 
their bad situations, get them the medical 
care they need and get them to Yankee to 
find their forever homes. 

We ask anyone interested in directly  
helping the China Goldens in need to 
please donate to our International Rescue  
Efforts on our website at www.ygrr.org. 
From the Home Page, either  scroll to the  
bottom for options OR click the blue ‘DO-
NATE NOW’ tab at the top of the Home 
Page, and scroll down to ‘UNIQUE DONA-
TION OPTIONS-INTERNATIONAL RESCUE’.

leashes, but they learn pretty quickly. 
All 5 of the dogs we have from China  
already know how to sit.

Q: What are the names of the first 5 
dogs you brought over?

A: We give them all names for their  
paperwork as soon as they are rescued 
and we claim them as Yankee dogs. We 
try to name them by letter, but depend-
ing on which dogs are ready to fly, they  
get all mixed together. The first 5 dogs 
are named Magee, Martin, Mabel, Matt 
and Russell. 

Q: How can I help with this rescue  
effort?

A: There are many ways to help. We 
know that writing a check can be 
a boring way to help, but it is a very  
impactful way to help since we are un-
able to rescue the dogs until we can pay 
for all of their costs for transport and 
getting them ready. We welcome more 
flight volunteers that may be flying 
to China (preferably Beijing) and then 
back to an East Coast airport to be able 
to be an ‘escort’ for a couple of dogs.  
A flight volunteer, or ‘flight escort’, 
is in charge of carrying the dog’s 
paperwork through customs. The  
Chinese rescuers meet you at the airport  
with the dogs; they get the dogs onto 
the plane and give you the paperwork. 
Then, when you land, you pick the dogs 
up (in their crates) at the baggage claim 
and show their paperwork to customs. 
Then you are done and Yankee folks 
are waiting for you on the other end to 
bring the dogs back to Yankee!

Continued from previous page

Goldens from China arrive at Logan International Airport in Boston.

After arriving at Riverview in Hudson, MA, Mabel gets her first taste of freedom.
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FOUR WAYS TO DONATE TO YGRR
How to help Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue

Enrolling in a Monthly Pledge Plan allows you to donate as little  as $10 per month. Simply choose your amount and add your information. 
The online process is quick and easy! The direct link to monthly donations is ygrr.org/product/monthly-pledge-plan/.
Follow these easy steps to set up your pledge.   

Go to WoofTrax.com,
download the app,
and support YGRR
every time you walk
your dog.

Monthly Pledge Plan

From: $10.00/month

SUBSCRIPTION AMOUNT 

SKU: MPP Categories: Monthly Pledge Plan, 
Donations, Unique Donation Options, Golden 
Goodies, Homepage Items 

SIGN UP NOW

Choose an option

Go to www.ygrr.org, choose donate, and elect Monthly 
Pledge Plan. Choose the amount you would like to donate 
monthly from the drop down menu. 
**Please note: Monthly Pledge Plans must be ordered as a 
single transaction. Other items cannot be added like a 
calendar or t-shirt.

Go to shopping cart

Cart Totals
Subtotal $50.00
Shipping: Free Shipping
Tax: $0.00
Total: $50.00
RECURRING TOTALS
Subtotal $50.00/month
Tax $0.00/month
Recurring Total: $50.00/month
             First renewal: February 10, 2018

UPDATE CART

PROCEED TO CHECKOUT

PRODUCT             TOTAL
Monthly Pledge Plan - 10 x 1    $50/month 
SUBTOTAL           $50
Tax:           $0.00
Total:           $50.00
RECURRING TOTALS
Subtotal          $50.00/month
Tax          $0.00
Recurring Total:          $50.00/month
             First renewal: February 10, 2018

PROCEED TO PAYPAL

Don’t forget to check the box and agree 
to terms & conditions. You will need a 
Paypal account to set up recurring 
payments. You can cancel at any time.

I’ve read and accept the terms & conditions

You shop. Amazon gives.

2.

1. Monthly Pledge Plan

Smile.Amazon.com

4. WoofTrax.com

iGive.com™

3. iGive.com

Ways to Use iGive:
• Click on a store link directly from iGive.com or iGive.com/mobile sites.
 (Must be logged in.)
• Install the iGive button and shop online as you normally would.
 (For more info go to iGive/How It Works.)
• Shop via the iGive App for iPhone, iPad or Android. Visit the App
 Store and search iGive (free).
• Shop through links in the iGive member newsletters.
• For faster shopping create your own list of favorite stores on your
 iGive member home page under My Stores.
YGRR receives a percentage of each sale placed through the iGive
website or app.

Walk for a Dog is a simple, year-round 
fundraising app! It promotes healthy 
interaction between you and your dog, and 
raises money every day to support the 
mission of  Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue. 
Think about YGRR every time you take your 
dog(s) for a walk.

 Walk for A Dog®

Don't just take your dog for a walk...
Take your Walk for a Dog!

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Yankee Golden Retriever 
Rescue whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.
Support YGRR by starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com.
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GOLDEN GALLERY
These are some candid shots of YGRR adopted dogs. We love getting updates and photos. Keep them coming!
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GOLDEN GALLERY
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LETTERS FROM ADOPTERS
October, November and December 2017 Letters

Dear Allyson,

It is with a heavy heart that I must let 
you know that Tucker, YGRR #4757 has 
passed over to the Rainbow Bridge. He 
has been wearing down the last few 
months and could no longer enjoy a 
good life.

My wife Diana and I want to thank  
Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue for the 
privilege of giving Tucker his forever  
home. He was a special part of our 
family for almost 8 years and will be 
missed. Thank you for honoring this  
special Golden with a month in the 2018  
calendar. It will be a prized possession 
for the rest of our lives.

As we are getting up there in age and 
not able to take proper care of a Golden,  
we will remain connected to YGRR thru 
the SAK program.

Thank you again,

Diana & David C. (w/ broken hearts)

Tucker came to YGRR at the age of 5 as 
an owner surrender due to a landlord 
dispute.

Hello YGRR!

We wanted to update you on Leia (for-
merly Luna YGRR #5494).

She is bonding very quickly like you said 
she would. We are so thrilled to have her 
as a part of the family. Thank you so much 
for her!

Sincerely,

Stephan and Andrea M.

Leia at the age of 8 months arrived at 
YGRR from Texas.

Hi!

It’s been one year since we brought  
Timmy, YGRR #5279 home and we are so 

happy to have him! He is such a good, 
sweet boy. He’s become a great walking 
companion and politely lets me know 
when it’s time to get up and go. Timmy 
still loves a good belly rub and a snuggle 
but also loves to sit outside and keep an 
eye on the squirrels and chipmunks in the 
yard. He’s also incredibly patient with our 
little niece and nephew who love to hug 
him and sometimes think he is a pillow.  

We feel so lucky to have him - thank you!

Jen and Dave

Timmy arrived at YGRR from Turkey at 
the age of 3.

Hello,

Sadie, YGRR #5482 is settling into 
our home nicely. She is such a 
sweet girl. Timid with walks outside  
especially at night as you mentioned, but 
she’s eating, sleeping and bonding well. I 
will keep in touch. She misses you all we 
can tell.

Jessica M.

Sadie came to YGRR at the age of 6 as an 
owner surrender.

October

Leia loves to go on road trips.

Hi Devon

We just started our third week with Suzy, 
YGRR #5478 and things are going great. 
We took her to our vet on Saturday and 
she got a clean bill of health. We’re  
weaning her off her medicine over the 
next few weeks. I’ve reached out to a 
trainer and we’re going to work with her. 
I’m sure she’ll do great. She’s such a sweet 
girl!  

Best, Brooke

Suzy came to YGRR at the age of 3 from  
Turkey.

Suzy comfortable in her new home.

Happy Halloween from Sadie!

Happy Adoptaversary, Timmy!
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Devon, 

Eva, YGRR #5492 is such a hoot! 
She does NOT hesitate to make her  
wishes known.  

She’s apparently a “demand  
barker,” so we’re working on that a bit. 
It’s mostly when we’re eating some-
thing and she clearly fears that we 
don’t see her OR her empty stomach. 
:) And she howls!! This morning after  
breakfast when it was quiet, she 
looked around the room and then tilt-
ed her chin up and howled! It was a  
bit raspy, but she seemed proud of it.

She has play-bowed all the dogs into  
playing with her, and this morning was 
racing around the yard with Jack and 
Pars. She kept right up with Jack (Pars is 
a different story — no one can keep up 
with him!).

There have been two instances of  
resource-guarding, but nothing  

surprising. First, she had finished eating 
and was drinking water from a bowl 
right next to her food bowl, and Jack  
meandered over towards her. She looked 
over her shoulder at him and snarled, and 
he backed up. I’m glad this happened — 
no one was hurt, and Jack learned about 
that boundary. And then this morning, 
she was sitting on the couch next to me, 
when Pars came over. I could see her 
stiffen, getting ready to tell him off, so 
I jumped up and said in a happy voice 
“Everyone off the couch!!” She jumped 
right down without incident and we 
all went outside for a bit. So, no more  
furniture for a while. She’s VERY good 
when they’re all receiving cookies; she 
sits first and waits her turn for her special 
cookie. And she’s very gentle when she 
takes one.

She and Sophie continue to be relaxed 
companions.

Yesterday she had a bath and was 

quite good about it. I noticed only  
one scabby area on her back —  
otherwise, her skin looks pretty good, 
considering.

Thank you again for letting us take her 
home — she’s really a character!

Alana T.

Eva came to YGRR at the age of 9 from  
animal control with a skin infection.

Hello everyone,

We just passed the one-year mark of 
Champ, YGRR #5518 joining the family. 
It was an excellent decision for all of us.  
Champ rules the roost with a wag of his 
tail or by climbing into your lap. Jim is his  
favorite. Champ will worry if Jim doesn’t 
come up to bed quick enough or down 
to the basement to exercise with me, 
fast enough. He likes his pack together. 

But Champ spreads the love to us all. He 
likes to sleep in the sun on the end of  
Grandma’s bed. He will demand the front 
door be opened at the time I come home 
from work at night. Then he hops up 
and down until you get in the door. I’m  
smiling and waving at him and he’s  
hopping up and down. The porch is lit up 
and everyone traveling down the Main 
Street can see me. We look crazy but  
happy and a nice way to end the night.

If anyone asks for Champ you can  
unequivocally say he is happy, healthy 
and a Yankee Golden Retriever  
in Connecticut, home to stay.

All our best,

Paula B., Jim, grandma and Champ!

P.S. he still uses his cow as a pillow

Champ came to YGRR at the age of 8 as 
an owner surrender. They did not have 
time to care for him.

November
Eva and Sophie during naptime.

Napping after having a fun time  
playing with toys

Hi, Allyson,

It’s been some time since I’ve caught you 
up about Lily, YGRR #5006. She’s now 8! 
We’ve had her five years-hard to believe. 
She’s our sweet, silly girl and is still very 
active, enjoying her hikes in the fields 
and woods. She keeps things interesting  
around here. Just when we’re convinced  
she’s outgrown counter surfing, she 
proves us wrong; she especially enjoys  
coffee that may be left for a few  
minutes-cream and sugar, if you please. 
She’s very stealthy and very neat! We  
are so grateful to have her! Happy 
Thanksgiving to all the sweet dogs  
waiting for their forever homes and to 
all the staff and volunteers that care for 
them and will find those homes.

Marty and Art C.

Lily came to YGRR at the age of 3 because 
her owner traveled and did not have time 
for her.
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Hi Devon, Jake, YGRR #5448 here! Wow, 
can you believe it? 12 weeks living  
in Western Massachusetts - that’s 
about as long as Jessie, YGRR #5449 
and I were at Riverview - please say 
Hi! to all our friends in Hudson for 
us. It is a little quieter here than at  
Riverview - we do have neighbor 
dogs, but they have their own houses,  
so we don’t see them that often.

We are both happy to be in our new 
home - THANKS to everyone for helping  
us find it. We continue to go for some 
rides in Mom’s little red car, have 
been to the groomers, and are get-
ting used to going to the vets - I still 
don’t like riding much, but Jessie does, 
and I don’t want to be left behind.  
I still melt on to the floor in the vet’s exam 
room, but I can walk right on the floor 
scale out behind these rooms, so I guess 
that works best for me. By the way, I was 
81.6 pounds a couple of weeks ago - may-
be I can lose a bit more - I’ll let you know.

We have not started any formal “social-
ization”, but we are working on being 
nice and quiet when Frankie, Charlie, 
and Phoebe are out on the city’s water 
pipeline just beyond our fence. Frankie,  
Charlie, and Phoebe live in a brick house 
about 200 feet away across the pipeline. 
One day last week, we were out in the 
backyard with Dad when those three dogs 
were out walking with their Mom. Dad 
was working to help us understand it is 

nice to be quiet and not bark too much at 
these neighbor dogs. We were doing well 
for most of the time - Jessie was grumbling 
quite a bit, but she wasn’t barking. Jessie 
always must have the last word though, 
so she always grumbles once more after  
Dad says, “leave it”. I was good until our 
next-door neighbor dog, Marley, sprinted 
into the scene to play with Frankie and 
Charlie; I don’t think Phoebe knew he 
had arrived because she is deaf. Anyway, I 
raced over to the fence to bark at Marley 
to make sure he stayed on his side of the 
fence, but I ran right back to Dad when 
he called.

Well, that’s about all for today - it’s been 
raining here most of the day and we’re 
BORED, but we have been out for some 
walks between the raindrops - it’s fun to 
get rubbed down with a nice dry towel 
before we go back in the house.

Jake (for Jessie too)

P.S. I think I’ve said this before, but just to 
be sure I will say it again - we like it here, so 
we have decided to stay.

Jake and Jessie were 9 & 10 years old 
when they came to YGRR because their 
owner was moving.

Jake and Jessie happy at home.

Hi Devon and Friends, 

Happy Birthday to me, Frosty, YGRR   
#5401!

Can’t believe I’ve been here for more 
than 7 months already.  

We’ve settled into a good schedule.  
Someone is always working from home, 
so I’ve got lots of company and 2 desks to 
hang out under.

I graduated from basic obedience classes 
with flying colors!

Summer and early fall has found 
us out and about, lunching at  
ReRa’s (The Guinness wasn’t mine) and 
the Ice House as well as visits to the  

Nubble Light and most recently an apple 
orchard.

There’s also a War Dog Memorial that we 
visit regularly on our walks.

I hear there’s cake later today with my 
name on it! Looking forward to rolling in 
the snow! Will write again later.

Frosty

Frosty was an owner surrender when  
arriving at YGRR at the age of 4.

Frosty patiently waiting for the BBQ fun 
to begin!
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Morning!

Just received the YGRR newsletter and 
thought I would send along an update on 
Austin, YGRR #5460 previously known as 
Seth!

Austin is an absolute love bug! He loves 
to get under the covers and curl up. Aus-
tin and his sister are constantly going on 
adventures together. We live out in the 
woods, so their “playground” goes for 
miles. Austin saw his first deer the other 
day and now wakes up every morning 
wanting to see his new friends. He has 
found his voice too- and barks at every-
thing, including his shadow. He loves  
doing yard work with his dad, although 
not much gets done when Austin is  
involved because he is always chasing  
the rake. We are looking forward to 
the winter. I’m sure Austin will be chas-
ing snowflakes and jumping in the snow 
right alongside his sister.

Thanks so much for introducing Austin  
to us! Our family is complete.

Sarah F.

Austin was 12 weeks old when he came 
to YGRR from Texas.

Austin “helping” to rake leaves.

Hi Devon,

Just wanted to check in to give you an 
update on Jake, YGRR #5424. He is doing 
GREAT! He is the best part of our day...
every day and we couldn’t imagine our 
lives without him. He is so happy, sweet, 
polite and of course, playful! He loves his 
walks on the beach, going swimming (we 
must drag him out of the water), hiking 
in the woods and cuddling on the couch. 
He has such a sweet personality and is 
our little shadow. We can literally bring 
him anywhere - he loves the car and any 
new adventure (he’s a favorite among the  
employees at home depot :) He’s the  
perfect addition to our little family!  

Thanks,

Joanna G.

Jake came to us from an ACO as a  
2-year-old stray.

Jake loves to run on the beach.

Happy Birthday, Red!

Hi Allyson,

YGRR #4833 Red’s 9th Birthday is  
tomorrow and I’d like you to know that 
he is the joy of our lives, thanks to you!

We took him into Lowes today and 
everyone who saw him commented on 
how handsome and sweet he is. They 
were all correct!

Our gratitude to you and YGRR is  
unending.

Fondly,

John, Jodi and Red, our best boy

Red came to YGRR at the age of 1 as an 
owner surrender.

Hi Allyson:

It is with a very heavy heart that I need 
to let you know that I had to let my best 
buddy, Brady, YGRR #5193 go to the 
Rainbow Bridge yesterday.

What we originally thought to be a 
slight ear infection and vestibulitis quick-
ly turned into a diagnosis of a brain tu-
mor/bleeding in the brain. As Brady was 
14.5 years old, I chose to not pursue any  
further medical procedures. He was 
aware that I was with him at the end, 
and I am so grateful for that privilege.

I was very lucky to have had this sweet 
boy for the last 2.5 years. He loved his 
car rides and followed me everywhere. 
He will be greatly missed by me, his 
Auntie Jen and his Golden cousin,  
Harley.

Thank you for allowing me to adopt 
this beautiful angel.

Jo Ann B.

Brady arrived at YGRR at the age of 
12 because his owner had a stroke and 
could not care for him any longer.



Hi Allyson and Devon,

At three months now, and Murphy  
(formerly Seamus, YGRR #5469) is an  
absolute love. He’s my little shadow, and 
Josey is his little shadow.  

He continues to be indifferent to her and 
ignores her play bows perhaps someday 
he’ll discover that wrestling with Josey is 
even more fun than wrestling with the 
couch. We’ll see.

We continue to work on his nervous-
ness. Been working with a trainer on his  
behavior, and have seen some small 
progress on our walks; most of the time 
he doesn’t lunge or bark at other dogs 

across the street. We’re also considering 
if there’s a physical cause (so far ruled out 
thyroid; going to try testing for gastro is-
sues next).

He’s a little more playful in the house, 
and loves the training. He’s very  
motivated by treats!

Happy Thanksgiving,

Elana, Dan, Josey and Murphy

Murphy was 10 when his family  
surrendered him because they were  
moving.

Hi Devon and Allyson,

Michael and I wanted to send you 
an update on Cleo, YGRR #5357.  
Despite turning 10 years old in  
October, Cleo has not slowed down one 
bit - in fact, getting regular exercise  
daily over the past year (we walk with 
her at least 5 miles a day–every day, rain 
or shine), she seems to be MORE active  
rather than less so. No wonder someone 
who wanted an “old and slow” Golden 
did not want her–and thankfully so for us.

Cleo loves to walk, play ball, LOVES her 
toys and goes absolutely nuts whenever 
anyone pays attention to her! In fact, we 
must make sure our daily noontime walk 
includes a “search for the mailman” who 
loves her and gives her a treat when she 

finds him. Then, she waits for him to stop 
at our house around 3 to deliver our mail.  
If she’s not waiting at the door, he rings 
the bell for her. Someone is more than 
spoiled! We’ve attached a photo of what 
we see daily as she waits for him!

We couldn’t be prouder that she is 
“Miss December 2018” in the YGRR  
calendar (we’ve bought several copies). 
She’s a beautiful, nutty love of a dog 
and we thoroughly enjoy her! Happy  
Thanksgiving to everyone, 2- and 
4-legged, at YGRR.

Cindy C.

Cleo was surrendered to YGRR at the age 
of 8 because her owner had no time for 
her.
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Murphy smiles for the camera!

Cleo likes to look out the window.

Dear YGRR,

It is Thanksgiving Day and we wanted 
to let you know how thankful we are 
for you bringing Vince (formerly YGRR 
Kent #5474) into our lives. He is turning 
into a great boy.  He got over his food  
aggression in less than two months and 
within the last month he is also willing to 
let us play with his toys with no growling. 
He is still afraid of smooth floors so we 
bought lots of throw rugs. He loves going 
for walks, hanging with his ‘sister’ Bella, 
and cuddling with us. He adjusted well to 
being spoiled and trying all sorts of new 
things like: doggy vacation, ice cream, 
specialty biscuits, sleeping on the couch 
and bed. He is getting better with getting 
the peanut butter and banana frozen in 

the kong, but not as good as sister yet. He 
is a very loving and beautiful dog. Every-
one always compliments him on his long 
golden locks. We can’t thank you enough 
for giving us this opportunity to give him 
a great home. 

Thanks for all you do for this wonderful 
breed!

Best Regards,

Melanie and Zoltan B.

Vince came to YGRR from Turkey at the 
age of 6.

Handsome Vince!



Hi all,

A quick update on Lucky, YGRR #5468. 
I love him so much! He is the sweetest, 
most lovable dog.

He has been enjoying life so far. Lucky 
has been on 2 vacations to Maine, out 
to the Berkshires, and many road trips. 
Lucky has adjusted to life with his mini- 
poodle brother, Mr. T. They sleep  
together on the bed at night, respectful-
ly giving each other the space they both 
need. They love to sit together in the back 
seat of the car. Mostly, they will fall asleep 
and nap during car rides, as any other 10 
and 12-year-old dogs would prefer to do!

We are working on getting his seizures 
to be less frequent. Working with his vet, 
we are trying different medications along 
with acupuncture and supplements until 
we find the right solution for him. I have 
never had a dog with Epilepsy before. It 
is challenging to come up with the right 
combination of lifestyle changes and 
medication to provide the best quality of 
life for this senior guy! No doubt we will 
have the answers we need very soon.

I can’t say enough wonderful things 
about Lucky. I am happy he is with me, 
and can just be himself -mellow as mellow 
can be. Dealing with seizures for 8 years 

must have been difficult for him. I want 
him to have the best life he can have. He 
is surrounded by love and comfort. Aptly,  
I found a collar and leash for him that 
says, “Mommy’s Lucky Charm”. Indeed, he 
is. Thank you YGRR, for letting this senior  
boy spend the rest of his life with us.

Gratefully yours,

Susan M.

Lucky came to YGRR at the age of 10,  
because his family was traveling abroad.

Allyson, 

5 years ago, today, I called you and said 
I had a check in my pocket and could I 
PLEASE bring Daisy, YGRR #4989 home. 
I’d been waiting about 5 months at 
that point and wasn’t sure I could wait 
any more. I’d been coming up as often 
as I could just to be with her and you 
said “yes”. How I didn’t get a speeding  
ticket on my way to Hudson is one of life’s 
miracles, but I didn’t, and I made it home 
with Daisy and that started our two-year  
odyssey where we found out ALL 
the things that nobody had really  
experienced with her until then. Two 
years later, after 6 months of seizures and 
her bad allergies finally resolved, we were 
at our wits end because of her separation 
anxiety.  We had no more ideas, were out 
of crates and it was getting to the point 
where it was dangerous leaving her in 

the house, and then we found an actual  
escape-proof crate. She made one  
attempt to break out of this one, and 
then suddenly realized she was home, 
and didn’t have to worry any more. Now 
we can leave her out when we are gone. 

She had her 6 months checkup today, 
on her “gotcha” day anniversary, which 
we now recognize as her birthday. All 
things considered, she is in great shape 
and her heart sounds terrific, there is 
no sign of cancer, her weight is steady, 
her eyesight and hearing are good, 
and she is now sound asleep upside 
down, which is a sure sign that she is 
relaxed.  Nothing makes me feel more 
proud or emotional thinking about her 
feeling secure and safe in our home. 
She is my love.

Brian K.

Daisy came to YGRR at the age of 8 due 
to health issues.
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Daisy on “Gotcha” day.

Lucky with his brother Mr. T relaxing on 
the sofa.

Elway, YGRR #5493 is such a happy and 
content boy now. If he’s not with Dan he’s 
by Bella’s side. We’re so glad he came into 
our lives. This is their night time tv ritual.

He’s been to the Dr 4 times now for blood 
tests and med adjustments. He’s now on 
half the injection dose he started with 
and is down to 2.5 mg of Presnisone from 
10 mg. The doctor said he’s probably  
stabilized and regulated properly for the 
first time in his life.  

Best,

Lorie L.

Elway came to YGRR at the age of 1, as his 
owners could not afford his medical care.

Elway brings a smile to everyone’s face!

December
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Good Morning!

The ride home took about 4 hours but we 
made it home safely. Tanner, YGRR #5503 
did great in the car. We did not hear a 
peep out of him until we pulled in to the  
garage. Everyone is doing very well.  
Tanner is loving all his toys. He and  
Rugby are having a ball playing together 
inside and out.

Thank you for everything you and the 
team at Yankee did for Tanner. He is an 
amazing guy. I will probably do a DNA 
test on him to see where he gets all of 
those funny traits.

Here is a picture of the boys after playing 
outside in the snow!

Betsy 

Tanner was 4 when he came to YGRR 
from Texas.

Hi,

Just a one month check in with Ginger, 
formerly known as Lilo, YGRR #5504.  
She is doing great.  Went to the vet  

today since the vet wants to run a couple 
of precautionary heartworm tests during 
the 6-month incubation period from the 
time Ginger came up from Texas just to 
be sure she is ok.  

We did a weigh in this morning and she 
gained 8 pounds of solid muscle with her 
first month with us. The vet thought she 
looked great, but just wants her to gain 
another few pounds. She was 53 pounds 
this morning. Taking the food conversion 
very slowly. We will continue her on that 
for a while, then try to switch her very 
slowly to a raw diet.   

I love her so much.

Best,

Elaine M.

Ginger came to YGRR at the age of 6 from 
Texas.

Tanner, comfy and cozy in his new home.

Hi everyone at YGRR!

Sooner or later, I fall in love with every 
dog that comes in to Yankee....Griffin, 
YGRR #5511 had me at “woof”. The  
connection was immediate. When my  
husband met him, his “two dogs are 
enough” mantra went out the window! 
Griff still has issues about walking on bare 
floors, but we are working on that! There 
are only a few uncarpeted wood floor 
spaces and he is getting better. He is my 
constant shadow. Sometimes, when he is 
sleeping, he wakes up to make sure I am 
there....and goes back to sleep. He loves 
going on long walks with Dad, playing tug 
o war with Lucy and Patch, but most of all, 
snuggles. When he is excited, he stomps 
his feet and dances with happiness! We 
love him so much. Everyone who knows 
me said “it was just a matter of time,” 
we are so grateful to YGRR for making  

it happen!

Krys L.

Griffin came to YGRR at the age of 6 due 
to owner’s medical issues.

Griffin being pampered and spoiled in 
his new home.

Ginger, checking things out!

Hi Allyson,

I have some sad news to share. Miloh, 
YGRR #5152 started to not feel well a  
little over a week ago. I took him to the 
Vet on Saturday and it was determined 
that he had a splenic tumor and was  
significantly anemic. He was a little short 
of breath and in hindsight had been 
slowing down for a week or two. After  

discussing with the vet, the decision  
was made to put him down.   

He was a character, but had settled in 
nicely during the time he was with me.

Thanks, Mary P.

Miloh came to YGRR at the age of 3 due 
to financial hardship and lack of time to 
care for him.
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Hi Devon and YGRR Family,

I just wanted to loop in and let you guys 
know that Rufus (Ruby), YGRR #5416 is 
continuing to do great! We’re still crazy 
about him and he’s continuing to love life 
in the comfort of home-living.

Everyone who meets him falls  
absolutely in love with him, and he’s  
soaking up as much attention as he can 
get. The kids across the street from my 
folks refer to him as “Mr. Rufus” and 
might be his unofficial fan club.

His favorite snacks are peanut butter and 
ice cubes, and his favorite activities are 
snuggling with his humans, and chasing 

the bunnies in our yard and then crying 
when he can’t catch them. He also enjoys 
sitting in the backyard and surveying his 
kingdom, Lion King style, for as long as 
we’ll let him sit there. Attached are some 
recent photos of his favorite things.

I hope everyone there is doing well! We 
can’t ever thank you guys enough for  
getting us our boy!

All the best,

Cait, Scott, and Carter M.

Rufus came to YGRR at the age of 4 from 
Turkey.

Hi Devon, 

I love Freyta, YGRR #5517!!! She and Kiki 
are peacefully coexisting. 

Freyta’s taken a liking to Simon, our 
youngest (and most frequent food drop-
per). She’s also quite interested in his 
Legos. Or at least the noises they make 
as he sifts through the bins looking for  
pieces. It’s sort of cute to watch her watch 
him looking for pieces.

I’m not sure how the sleeping on  
different floors is going to go as she barks 
if we leave the room now...but we’ll see. 
Hopefully she’ll be so exhausted we can 
just sneak upstairs! 

She snoozed when we first got home but 
otherwise has been awake and taking 
everything in!! I’m sure she will crash at 
some point. 

Thanks again for trusting us with her!!

Mary W.

Freyta came to YGRR at the age of 13 as 
an owner surrender. Owner was moving 
and could not take her.

Hi everyone,

I just wanted to send an update on Duke, 
YGRR #5214.  I can’t believe in a few more 
weeks it will be 2 years that we have had 
him. He’s such a great boy! We just had 
a baby 2 months ago and he is so gentle 
and loving with him. Hope all is well and 
have a great holiday season. 

Stephanie C.

Duke came to YGRR at the age of 8 as a 
transfer from another rescue.

Hi!

My new owners renamed me Maggie 
(formerly known as Lily, YGRR #5484). 
I am enjoying a wonderful evening for 
New Year’s Eve in front of a very warm 
fire. I have been here for three months 
now and I feel very relaxed. Thanks for 
connecting us together!

Maggie and Ann Marie A.

Lily (now Maggie)

YGRR #5484

Maggie, age 1, was a transfer from a  
shelter in Western MA. 

Rufus and human brother Carter, enjoy-
ing play time in the yard.

Freyta , taking a well-deserved nap!

Duke, making sure the baby is happy!

Maggie warm and content on New Year’s 
Eve.
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Golden Gratitude to These Hardworking Volunteers – October to December, 2017

Golden Thanks
Thank you to all of our Home Visit  
Coordinators and Volunteers for  
another successful quarter! 

We had a very busy holiday season 
in the adopter relations department 
and I am appreciative for the hard 
work and efforts put forth by all of 
you.  Our department is almost 100%  
volunteer driven and I am so proud 
of our team! Thank you also to Josh  
Hassard in our adoption office. His 
help is a valuable piece to our puzzle.

We would love to grow our team!  
If you are interested in becoming a 
home visit volunteer and live with-
in the 6 New England states, please 
email adopter.relations@ygrr.org for 
more information.

Christy Monahan, Volunteer 
Adopter Relations Director
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Nancy Lefner

ALL BREED RESCUE LIST
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Marsha McDonald 

Courtney Mascis
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Chris Paige
Sam Pendergast
Rachel Perro
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Grace Rogers
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Jared Smith
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Patricia Stempleski
Marta Stepien
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Cindy Theran
Pranit Upadrasta
Kate Vivian 
Christina Wiener
Katie Zieminski

GOLDEN CAREGIVER
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IN HONOR OF DOGS
Brody #5141 

From Patricia Carroll

Cody 
For Dan and Lori DeYoung
From Ray and June Beaulieu
From Lori and Dan DeYoung

Daisy Croen 
From Linda K. Peters 

Finn and Haddie 
From Paula and Jim Mahoney

IHO our YGRR Golden seniors
From Francis and Frederica Paine

Jorgie
From Don and Bev Butz

Leo #4365
From Rebecca Upham and Will Viner

Maggie
Always in my heart!
From Linda Mangum

Meg
Our little teddy bear
From Krys Lewis

Nell 
From Jan Surette

Simon
A beloved Labrador Retriever
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski

Suzy 
For Brooke and Jim Lucey
From Judy Murphy

Sweet happy Baci
For Vivian Cafarella
From Catherine Carter

Tiger 
Thinking of you Tiger!
From Jim Sellers

IN HONOR OF PEOPLE
Anne Marie Litchfield

In lieu of a birthday gift.
From Barbara Matteson

Betty Lindberg
From Victoria Campbell

Bill Hadovski
From  CT River Valley Golden 
Retriever Club

Catherine Drysdale
From Lori Reilly

Chris and Judy Gill
From Elizabeth Walters

Dan Brown
Happy Birthday, Dad!
From Isabel Brown

Daniel Brenner
From Daeg Brenner

Deborah Dluhy and Family
For this holiday season.
From Jonathan and Lynn Friendly

Elizabeth Young
Merry Christmas
From Bryan Young

Frank and Freddy Paine
Merry Christmas!
From Anita and Verne Vance

James and Susan Higgins
Merry Christmas!
From Lisa Geary

Jenny Kelsey
Holiday gift in honor of Jenny Kelsey
From Roberta and Jerry Silbert

Karen Kishpaugh
From Kevin Kishpaugh

Karen Peck
From Diane Fitzmaurice

Kate and Will King
From Diane Campion

Lisa Varnerin
Happy 60th Birthday, Lisa
From Ellen Varnerin

Lisa Weinberg
From Dr. Carol Suitor

Louann Weston
From Marie Smith

Melissa Haskell
From Joshua Graber

Mr and Mrs Robert Harvey
From  Morgan Stanley

Mr. and Mrs William Crerend
From Roni and Ernie Larini

Robin and Mike Conners
From Mary and Kevin Meany

Sara and Maggie
For Sara Carroll
From Marilou Wilkinson

Scarlet Artruc Doody
Happy Birthday
From Marianna Massa
Shirley Krasinski

From Sandra Faiman-Silva
Merrry Christmas
From Dorothy Perzanowski

Theo
From Amy McLennan

TT and Lisa
For Tom Taylor
From Rosalind Akin

IN MEMORY OF DOGS
Abigail

She joined her brothers Sniffer Doodle 
and Chopper over the Rainbow Bridge
From Teri Giordano-Vollero and  

Michael Vollero
From Jan and Mike Giordano

Alexis and Morgan
From John and Linda Muckel

All our Goldens!
From Heidi B. Kummer, M.D.

Amber, Morgan, Buffy, Cody, Dakota, 
Buddy and Brandy

From Don and Bev Butz
Bailey

For Mr and Mrs Andy Lippo
From Candace Rogers

Bailey
For Michelle Adesso
From  Van Sloun Foundation

Bode
For Brad and Cynthia Burrall
From Kathy and Jack Welch

Bodie #4441
For Brad and Cynthia Burrall
From Dawn Burke

Brodie
For The Ragan Family
From Sandra Houle

Casey Lancashire
From Yvonne Hoyt

Cassie and Rusty
In memory of my most beloved  
Golden girl, Cassie and my Golden 
nephew, Rusty
From Jan McKeever

Chinook and Caesar
From Doug and Dianne Fayle

Cooper
For Jusitn, Mary and Atticus Marantz
From Erin Cole

Daisy
For The Heiserman Family
From Stephen and Julia Curtin

Danny Boy
From Megan Hurd

Dillon
From Brittany Burke

Duncan and Kimba
From Martha Yager

Fanny
For Mr and Mrs Andrew Stitch
From Patricia Graver
Fidelity
For Ms. Joyce Williams
From Florence Lofberg

Harley
From Lisa Bardwell

Henry
For Kim and Bob Karbocus
From Kristina Dallas
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FRIENDS

October through December, 2017

October through December, 2017

Holly Bear Spirka
For Devon Spirka
From Krys Lewis

In memory of our 2 Goldens
From Patricia Gillis

In memory of all my YGRR Goldens
From Gerald Kirschner

Jade
IMO Jade who gave us 15 1/2 yrs of 
Golden memories
From Dru and Barry Burnham
From Chu Zhang and Joshua Idjadi

Joshua
For Katherine and Ralph Hughes
From Kathy Dickinson

Josie
For Elizabeth Ladd
From Gloria and Lincoln Ladd

Keltie
A sweet senior Golden who passed 
away suddenly on 12/26/17
For Aly and Jonathan Barraza
From Kelly Isenor

Lady
From Jayne Wilkin

Max
From Carl and Rosemarie Wilson

Maya
From Anne Lines

Murphy
For Linda Reddy
From Steven Reddy

My beautiful Jake!
From Maureen Reeve

Namaste Mott
For Cynthia Mott
From Kristina Dallas

Newman #3970
From Patricia Carroll

Oliver
From Brenda Lucci Bradley

O’Malley
From Pamela K Goodling

Parker, YGRR #1349
Our neighbor’s beloved Golden

For Bob and Susan Soldani
From Kenneth and Joan Hummrich

Piper
From Katherine Clover

Revy
IMO our golden boy Revy!
From Charlene and David Puska

Rusty
Sweet Golden Boy Rusty
For Sue and Jim Lewicki
From Barbara Fiebiger

Scout
From Paul and Linda Muscaro

Seymour
From Dawn Brainard

Simba
A beloved Golden Shepherd (1995 - 
2009)
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski

Siobhan
From James Loring and Elizabeth 
Mulligan

Smiley
A blind therapy Golden - For Smiley, 
who reminded us to always see with 
your heart
For The Smiley George Family
From Valerie and John Sjovall

Spencer
For So. Coastal Animal Health /Dr. 
Grace Strake
From June Knochin and Family

Spencer and Max
Our beautiful Goldens!
From Joan and Joseph La Rosa

Tawn Martin
From Patricia J Martin

Tori and Sammy
From Barbara and Mike Winton

Ulia
In memory of my beloved golden girl, 
Ulia!
From Robert S MacDonald

Wilson #1525
From Carl and Joye Wirsen

IN MEMORY OF PEOPLE
Bob and Jean Bagley

From David Giangregorio

Brian Price
From Nancy Hench

Carl and Nancy Johnson and Cathy 
Sellitto

From Julie Johnson

Chip Pickering
For The Family Of Chip Pickering
From  Compassionate Care 
Veterinary Clinic

Claire Reulbach
From Vicky Higgins

Dottie Rice
For Connie Rice Brown
From Marcy Wilson

Frederick J Doocy
From Marie Taylor

Glen Carlson
From Jeannine Tancredi

Gus Mills
From Gina Balducci

James Linton
For Mary Linton
From Barry Peoples

Jean Czelusniak
For The Sylvester Family
From Debra Kelly

Kathy Miller
From Karen Schlegel

Lisa H. Weinberg
From Art Breslau
From Susan Lynn

Louise Anderson
For Tom Anderson and Family
From David and Linda Pearlstein

Michael J Poggi
From Monika Reimel

Pat Costello
From Lianne and Glenn Fuller

Philip J McKay
From Marianne Kissane-Fichter
From Bonnie Woods

Amy Abelli
Marilynn E. Ade
Michelle Adesso
Sandi Albertson-Shea
Jayne and Richard Allard
Joseph Aloi

Laurie Anderson
Nancy Owens and Christine 

Anderson
Nancy Aube
Joe Aurelio
Diane Auriemma

William J Austin
Lynn Baillargeon
Merle and Debra Balboni
Giselle S. Baldwin
Helen Baldwin
Pam Bannon

Susan Baptista
Marcia and Richard Barry
Erin Melcher Beam
Linda J. Bell
Jack and Marcia Bender
Mary Jane Bender
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Jane Bennett
Ann Berard
William Berner
Deborah Best
Patricia Billman
Dr. and Mrs Claiborne Biltmore 
Maureen Bishop-Elfring
Cheryl Blackwood
Tim Blancke
Jim Blom
Beth and Allan Bloomquist
Trish Bogart
Craig and Nanette Bohren
Michele Boisvert
Kim Bolster
Rev. Richard A. Bondi
Nick Bontempo
Louis Bortnick, DMD
Jean Bott
Marilyn Bott
Judith Boyko
Nancy and Dan Boyko
Adrienne and Mac Bradford
Anne M. Bramsen
Carolyn Bregard
Joe Taylor and Marie Brennan 

Taylor
Roberta Brereton-Keegan
Rick and Dr. Deborah Broadley
Rebecca Brooks-Fournier
Caroline Broome
James and Alison Brown
Joanne and Robert Brown
Granville and Angelika Brum-

baugh
Paul and Paulette Brunetti
Eleanor Burdin
Mary Ellen and Neal Burgess
Susan R. Burr
Richard and Susan Buxton
Louise M. Caffrey
Sheila Calevro
Therese and Stephen Camhi
Marie Canavan
Wendy and Paul Canfield
Maureen and Arthur Cannon
John and Victoria Capega, Jr
Kristin and Chris Caplice
Thomas and Pauline Carey
Arlene Carmichael
Eunice and Frank Carragher
Grace Carroll
Gail Casey
Warren and Patricia Chace
Jeanne Champagne
William Chase
Barry and Joanne Chasen
James and Eileen Chernoff
Janice Chisholm
Louise and Robert Ciulla
Christopher Civie
Eleanor Clark
Judy Clark
Rick and Veda Clark

Jeff and Gail Clarke
Benjamin Clarkson
Cheryl and Kevin Connelly
Sharon and Michael Connolly
Debra and Leo Corey
Suzanne and Chris Corey
Diana and David Couture
Kim Covey
David H and Lisa Craig
Robert and Kathleen Craig
Denise Crocker
Robert and Susan Cullen
Lauren Cummings
Leslie Currier
David Cushion
Judithann and Glen Cushman
Selma Cutter
Shirley Bergert and Ed Dale
Nancy Dallaire
Mary Ann and Richard Dalling
Gail Daly
Richard Danis
Elizabeth Dartt
Thomas and Helen Davis
Thomas and Kathaleen Day
Linda Deguire
Richard and Eunice Deming
Elizabeth Denis
Raymond and Elizabeth  

Deschene
Vincent Devito
Jennifer Dewey
Jane S. Dewitt
Judy Dewitt
Kathy Dickinson
Thomas and Ellen DiConza
Libby and Rob Dilling
Stephen and Nancy Dinelli
Kathleen Dolley
Laura Donald
Elizabeth Donato
Douglas Dooley
Mike and Tracy Dorsey
Cynthia Doyle
Bette Drewes
Ira Drosnin
Mary and John Dunigan
Lisa D’Urso
Lynne Eades
Larry and Trudy Ehlers
Kathy Eklund
Elissa Ely
JoAnne Emerson
Eileen Emond
Jane Enegess
Judith and David Enstone
Alice and Ken Erickson
Shirley Erickson
Deb Erickson-Owens
Sunni Falconer
Ellen Fales
Ann Falsey
Sandra and Cliff Faltus
Doug and Dianne Fayle

Father Fred-Munro Ferguson
David and Cathy Ferry
Sam and Christina Field
Christopher and Karen Filleti
Douglas Finch
Christel Find
Ellen Finnie
Bill and Ellen Fitzgerald
Peggy Fitzgerald
Cathy Flanagan
Sarah J. Fletcher
Mary Lou Foley
Sylvia Forsmith
Tracy Fortin
Chesca Fox
Cindy Foy
Linda and Dan Franciskovic
Nancy and Dave Frary
Nancy Frei
Linda and Kris Friedrich
Earla K. Frisbie
Maren Fritz
Helen L. Galante
Laura Galvin
Kathy Gandees
Lucille Gardner
Jeanne and William Gargiulo
Richard and Rhonda Gately
Paul and Gail Gendron
Lee S. and Roger Gerrish
Molly Gerry
Peter Giannetti
Karen and Mark Giannini
Selina Giaquinto
Ann L Gibson
Ruie Gibson
Carl and Katherine Gifford
Paul and Eileen Gilligan
Nancy and Leo Ginns
Pamela Glenwright
Leslie and Scott Goldberg
Lori Goldenberg
Gail and Ron Gosselin
Dr and Mrs William Graffeo
Kathy Young and Carmine 

Greco
Andrew Gribbel
Sharon Griffith
Alfred Gruhler
Linda Guinane
Sheila and Bill Guinther
Ray and  Mary Gustafson
Shari A. Gutfeld
Charlie and Marie Haggerty
Linda and Bruce Hain
Leslee and Roy Halleran
Scott and Kim Hamilton
Juliann and Marc Hansen
Chuck and Christine Hardy
Carol Ball and John Hart
Bob and Sue Harvey
Thomas Hassey
James and Ellen Haynes
Jen and Tim Healey

Arlene and Richard Healy
Thomas and Suzanne Higgins
Douglas Hill
Beatrice Hollern
Steve and Laura Hopkins
Sandra Houle
Maggie Howell
Katherine and Ralph Hughes
Leigh Hurley
Ellery Hutchins
Dana A. Jackson
Bob and Barbara Jacobson
Pat Jardine
Nancy and Tim Jean
Nancy S. Jefferson
Lawrence and Margie Jermyn
Julie and Jack Jessop
Amanda Johnson
Margretta Johnson-Sally
Mary Ellen Jones
Chris and Robert Joseph
Barbara Julai
Gwynn Kane
Nancy Karlosky
Lauragene Katz
Ruth J. Katz
Ed Kaufman
Linda Kauranen
Barbara Keiffer
Mary Keller
Norman Keller
Jennifer L. Kelsey
Sallie Kemp
Henryka Kempa
Kate Kendall
Mark Kenney
Priscilla Killeen
Michel T. Kimball
Barbara Kitson
Imssy Klebe
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Debbie and Eric Knight
Lee Knight
Kyle Knipe
Sally and Kevin Korsh
Rosanne Kozlowski
Shirley Krasinski
Carol Krauss
Susan Krech
Edward Kroll
Ben and Lisa Krywucki
Heidi B. Kummer, M.D.
Jennifer Kyle
Shirley Kyle
Ilene Lacey
Elizabeth Ladd
Ann and Pat Lafayette
Dorothea LaFlamme
Stephen and Skipper Landry
Donna LaPointe
Robin Laudette
J. John and Susan F. Lawler
Raime Lawrence
Kathy Leathers
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Donna and Steve Leavey
Pauline Lebel
Barbara LeDuc
Elisabeth Wybraniec and  

Robert Leonard
Francine Leone
Gail Leslie
Phil and Deb Letourneau
 Mary McPherson and Jon 

Leveen
Fred and Marcia Levitsky
Tobi and Brad Levsen
Adrian and Ginny Levsky
Krys Lewis
Peter and Mary Libhart
Betty and Dan Lindberg
Ann M. Lindsay
Tana and John Lingvall
William and Anne-Marie  

Litchfield
Phil Litman
Donald Loiselle
Jonathan Lori
Julie and Jonathan Lovely
M. Gretchen Lugar
Marianne and Joe MacCaffrey
Norman Gaffney and Jane  

MacDonald
Robert S MacDonald
John and Geri MacKinnon
Lori Niemi and Janet E. Madden
Miles Stitt and Paola Maderna
Lauren and Vern Magnuson
Linda Mahaney
Richard Maizell
Gail Maker
Gary and Karen Maksimoski
Carole and Lou Maloof
Beverly Manning
Deirdre Manning
Susan Maounis
Andrei and Kiki Markovits
Robyne Marks
Fred and Sheila Marshall
Joyce and Stan Marston
Jacqueline Masumian
Nancy Mathews
Patty and Jim Mavlouganes
Don Mayerhofer
Barbara Mcadam
Eleanor McCarron
Gregory J. McCarthy
Jonh Spellman and Cynthia 

McCollum
Nancy McCusker
Dan and Betty McGary
Pat and Rick McGowan
Fran McGrath
Joan and Michael McGrath
Julie McGrath
Paul and Kathy McKean
Linda McKee
Edward and Margery McKenna
James McLaughlin

Thalia Meehan
Carolyn Menezes
Cathy and Mike Merican
Russell and Patricia Merriam
James and Maureen Messeder
Sarah and Heather Messerle
Ann Mills
Janet Mills
Ronald and Marjorie Mills
Mary Ann and Steve Misczak
Peter Mitchell
Scott and Lori Mitchell
Helen L. Mohr
Marilyn Mohrhaus
Colin and Christy Monahan
Margaret T Monahan
Paul and Marilyn Moody
Rosemary Morretta
Beth Mosher
John and Linda Muckel
James Loring and Elizabeth 

Mulligan
Diana and Alan Murphy
Kathleen & Patty Murphy
Margaret J. Murtagh
Pamela Musor
Bob and Carol Nagle
Greg and Ellen Narinian
Carol Newton
Mary-Jo and John Nichols
Lynn Nicolson
Catherine and Al Nierenberg
Sharon Nigrelli
Julia Nooe
Jo and Shelly Obelsky
Mary O’Day
Phyllis Ogrodnik
Paul and Sharon Oliva
Allison and Larry Olmsted
Mary P. Olmsted
Barbara O’Neill
Sheila O’Neill
Richard K. Orswell
Edna Ortof, PhD
Rob and Sharon Osur
Christine Anderson and Nancy 

Owens
George Owens
Thomas J. Owens
Myla A. Padden
Sherry Paisley
Jill Pappas
Andrew Parsons
Mary Parsons
Erminia Pascucci
Barbara Passerello
Matthew and Courtney Paterna
Allan and  Mona Patterson
Lisa Pekala and Family
Lisa Pelland
Susan Perkins
Linda K. Peters
Dory Toppan and Ray Peterson
Joyce Peterson

Mark and Ann Peterson
Joseph J. Phelan III
Jennifer Pickering
Doug Reed and Ann Pickrell
Elana Pierkowski
Lawrence Piper
Dawn Prentiss
Al and Judy Primus
Richard and Michaelyn Profio
Sharon M. Purcell
Charlene and David Puska
Wanda Quatrale
Linda Queen
Charlette Cerra Quercia
Christopher Quinn
Pamela and Josef Quirinale
Robert Ranciato
Jackie Rank
Jo Carol Ratti
Paula Ravaioli
Linda M. Reddy
Mary and Rick Reese
Tom and Charlotte Remiszewski
Barbara Revaz
Faith Reynolds
Mary L Rice
Catherine and Robert Richard
John H Rickert
Christine and Ray Rigney
Philip and Jacalyn Roberts
Sara Roberts
Gordon Robertson
Peter and Paula Robidoux
Candace Rogers
Lynda Rose
Virginia and John Rossotto
Judith Rovero
Elias Tray and David Rubin
Marcie Ruderman
Joke Russell
Debbie Rutkauskas
Kip and Laurie Sabens
Paul J. Sanborn
Jen and Dave Sarkisian
Marilyn and Jay Sarles
Veronica and Fred Savage
Joy Savory
Anne and Frank Schulte
Lyn Schwager
Sally Schweitzer
Jutta R. Scott
Linda and Greg Scott
Charles and Betty Seal
Robert Sedita
Eiko Seevers
Claire M. Sheahan
Susan and Evan Shelby
Lucy and Dwight Shepard
George and Donna Shepherd
Fred Shetler
Kathy Shields
Jim and Deena Shriver
Charles Shulman
Lauren Silvia

Kathleen Kay Simo
Michael Singer
Mary and Randolph Sites
Valerie and John Sjovall
Layne and Bobby Smalheiser
Jody and Stanley Smith
Mary Heafy and John Smith
Mary-Elise Smith
Paige Smith
Tracey Smith
Cathy and Peter Smyth
Jean Snow
Paul Stahelski and Kathy Snow
Lars Sorensen
Deborah Spellman
Jeanne Spellman
John and Karen St Lawrence
Faye and Allen Stacey
Allison and Ken Stango
Vicky Staples
Dorene L. Stavac
Don and Linda Stein
Todd and Denise Steiner
Catherine and Brian Stevens
Henry and Roberta Stevens
Donna Stevenson
Andrew and Harriet Stich
Lorinda Stokel
Loren and Bernie Stolp
Susan Streett
Rodney Sturm
Leonora A. Subrizio
Joan Sudholz
Linda Sugrue
Susan and Barry Sussman
Jennifer Sutton
Mark and Claudia Teitelbaum
Mark Tetlow
Mary and David Thielscher
Sandra Thomforde
Bruce and Marjorie Thompson
Catherine Thompson
Sandra Thorndyke
Nancy Tilley
Laurie Tinti
Jean Tobin
Susan Toman
Ellie Tomlinson
Kim E Toth
Susan Tremblay
Marcia and David Unger
Amy Finn, Ph.D. and Mark Urbin
Roberta Valday
Candy Van Sciver
Dalila Veiga
Mary Pat Velasco
Richard and Beverly Verrengia
Pat Vlasak
Claudia Volano
Chris Vollaro
Teri Giordano-Vollero and  

Michael Vollero
Rob and Cathy Vuksanovic
John and Mary Wagner



    Golden Times 2017 Volume IV       29

Kristie Wagner
Marie Wagner
Ann M. Walker
Diane Walkey
Kathy and Marc Wall
Setephanie Ware
Phyllis and Ken Weber
Richard Weldon
Betsy Wells
Louann and Eddie Weston
Parker and Cheri White

Dennis and Jan Whitton
Audrey Wilcoxen
Kevin and Tracey Wilkins
Don and Kathy Willfong
Peggy Willis
Gregory Wilson
Kim Winsor
Skip and Alice Wise
Mike Wisher
Jackie Wisotsky
Andrew Withers

Mariruth Brooks Wittkamp
Connie Wood
Patti Wood
Priscilla Wormwood
Brad and Doreen Wright
Shirley Wright
Marc and Michelle Wrubel
Michael and Sue Wuerthele
Mary and Phil Wyman
Susan Wyman

Anthony and Tina Tommassetti    
    Yablonski
Lisa Yeisley
Jean and Lance Yelvington
Mihran Yenikomshian
Charles and Margo Yie
Marcia Young
Christine Zavala
Beverly Zimmerman
Ray and Abby Zimmerman

October through December, 2017 

Jayne and Richard Allard
Dee Bailey
Merle and Debra Balboni
Judy Barrows
Jennifer Bauer
Barbara Baum
Jane Bennett
Paricia Billman
Christine Birkenmaier
Cheryl Blackwood
Jim Blom
Trish Bogart
Jean Bott
Carmie and Jeff Boutin
Adianne and Mac Bradford
Mary Ruth and Mark Briggs
Rich and Dr Deborah Broadley
Mary Ellen and Neal Burgess
Sheila Calevro
Marie Canavan
Louise and Robert Ciulia
Judy Clark
Jeff and Gail Clarke
Sharon and Michael Connolly
Diana and David Couture
Robert and Kathleen Craig
Carol Crawford
Leslie Currier
Ellen and Michael D’Agnese
Elizabeth Dartt
Denise Davis
Kevin Davis
Wendy Davis
Linda Deguire
Phil Doherty
Kathleen  Dolley
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Donner
Margaret Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Erney Edwards
Carolyn Eggleston
Kathy Eklund
Jane Enegess
Sunni Falconer
Jack Faustini
William and Lori Favreau
Deborah Feinstein
Ellen Finnie
Peter and Cecelia Flagg
Mary Formby
Chesca Fox

Cheryl and George Fregone
Susan and James Gagnon
Gloria and Peter Gammons
Molly Gerry
Marjorie, Barry and Dana Goldy
Ben and Kathy Goodman
Kathy Young and Carmine 

Greco
Zachary Green
Gayla and Jonathan Greenberg
Eileen Ludwig Greenland
Barbara Greger
Andrew and Harriett Gribbel
Vicki Hagopian
Ann Hall
Jane Abbott and Cliff Hankin
Judy Hansen
Mandy Harshman
Lauren and Mickey Hayes
Jen and Tim Healey
Melissa and Ken Herman
Scott and Linda Horanzy
Holly Hoyt
Susan and James Huff
Pat Jardine
Judith Kahn
Mark Kenney
Carol Kent
Roger and Sandra King
Imssy Klebe
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Rev Dr Paul S Koumrian
Ben and Lisa Krywucki
Mark and June Lafferty
Donna LaPointe
Jill Larsen
Nancy and Gresh Lattimore
Kathy Leathers
Pauline Lebel
Jon Leveen
Todd and Diane Levinson
Heidi Lindberg 
Tana and John Lingvall
M Gretchen Lugar
Norman Gaffney and Jane  

MacDonald
Miles Stitt and Paola Maderna
Lauren and Vern Magnuson
Mary Manuall
Ken and Mia Markhard
Fred and Sheila Marshall

Julie Martin
Carol and Gary Maupas
Patty and Jim Mavlouganes
Barbara Mcadam
Karen and Kevin McCarthy
Donald and Linda McElwaney
Karen McMenimen
James Messeder
Jackie and Bill Miller
Margaret T Monahan
Peter Moore
Richard and Marian Morelli
Cheryl Morgan
William Morse
Beth Mosher
John and Linda Muckel
James Loring and Elizabeth 

Mulligan
Kathleen and Patty Murphy
Pamela Musor
Linda Newcomer
Janet Nickerson
Paul Nickerson
Kathy Noble
John and Amanda O’Leary
Rob and Sharon Osur
Ann and Borden Painter
Matthew and Courtney Paterna
Allan and Mona Patterson
David and Linda Pearlstein
John and Frances Perkins
William Perkins
Linda K. Peters
Joseph J Phelan III
Leann Pickering 
Julia Pollock
Dawn Prentiss
Anne Pritchard 
Patricia Profenna
Charlene and David Puska
Wanda Quatrale
Linda Queen
Helen and LeGrand Redfield Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Reed
Robert and Carole Ritch
Susie Ritchie
Candace Rogers
Elias Tray and David Rubin
Joke Russell
Kip and Laurie Sabens
Paul W Scanlon

Bunny Shackelford
Karen Schlegel
Anne and Frank Schulte
Frank Selva
Charles Shulman
George and Cheryl Souliotis
Martha and Michael Sprecher
Loren and Bernie Stolp
Jo Taylor and Marie Brennan 

Taylor
Stephanie Tenczar
Mark Tetlow
Bruce and Marjorie Thompson
Jessie Timberlake
Carol Tolles
Ellie Tomlinson
Kim E Toth
Walter and Lynne Troy
Barbara Tysz
Diane and Robert Ulchak
Marcia and David Unger
Amy Finn and Mark Urbin
Jon Victor
Claudia Volano
Teru Giordano-Vollero and 

Michael Vollero
Bob Bass and Lee Vorderer
Kristie Wagner
Bill and Barbara Walsh
Heather and Jeremy Walsh
Phyllis and Ken Weber
Betsy Wells
Earl Wertheim
Linda West
Jane B White
Cynthia Wiedemann
Mariruth Brooks Wittkamp
Lee Woodworth
Michael and Sue Wuerthele
Lisa Yeisley
Carol Young
Marcia Young
Oliver and Marsha Zafiriou
Beverly Zimmerman
Gabriella Zipprich

SAK REPORT RECIPIENTS
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October through December, 2017 

Animal Welfare Fund
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund
Court Street Veterinary Hospital
Diageo North American Foundation
Donate Well
Eversource Energy Foundation
Give with Liberty Program

Global Giving Foundation, Inc.
IGIVE.com Holdings, LLC
Morgan Stanley
Network for Good
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Truist (formerly United eWay)
Your Cause, LLC Trustee for PWC and JC Penney

FOUNDATIONS, MATCHING GIFTS, COMPANIES, SCHOOLS

YGRR is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization which operates 
a shelter in Hudson, MA providing Golden Retrievers (and 
some of their special friends) a safe refuge, care, and health 
and behavioral assessments, as we carefully match each dog 
to an approved applicant looking for a new family member. 
Each year, hundreds of YGRR Volunteers provide thousands of 
hours of service in support of various facets of our program 
including:

• Providing Home Visits for prospective adopters

•  Transporting incoming dogs from shelters/transfers to our 
participating veterinarians

• Assisting with website maintenance

• Supporting staff with administrative and retail functions

• Helping with fundraising and at Special Events

•  Performing community outreach and educating the public 
on YGRR’s behalf

•  Sharing their skills to help with overall property upkeep 
and special projects

•  Participating in our ‘Volunteer CareGiver’ Canine Education,  
Enrichment, Exercise & Environment program which 
helps minimize the stress and maximize the well-being  
and adoptability of the dogs waiting here for their  
forever families

Volunteers with a variety of skills are needed to ensure the 
success of all of these programs. It is the commitment of these 
Volunteers and our Staff that keeps YGRR running, and it is 
the dogs they serve who inspire these efforts.

Go to www.ygrr.org to fill out an application. This  
information will help us find the volunteer work that you 
would enjoy most and to keep you posted on new projects.

After we review your information, the Volunteer Coordinator 
will contact you to schedule your training and will add you to 
our electronic mailing list to be advised of new projects and 
opportunities for ongoing training and specialized support.

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
Thank you for considering volunteering with Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue (YGRR)!

Your help is GREATLY appreciated by all of us 
at YGRR – especially by the wonderful dogs!Volunteers Needed!

WEEKDAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

KENNEL HELP:
Dog enrichment, filling kongs, laundry, organizing

Monday-Friday 10-4: e-mail lucille@ygrr.org

GOLDEN TIMES:
Stories, articles, proofing: e-mail susan@ygrr.org

GROUNDSKEEPING:
Help with weeding, raking, watering, planting, paint-
ing, masonry, pool cleaning: e-mail susan@ygrr.org

VOLUNTEER BOARD MEMBERS
Treasurer and Development: e-mail hr@ygrr.org

Please visit www.ygrr.org to submit an  
application, or e-mail volunteer@ygrr.org
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TREE OF GOLDEN LIGHT 2017

YANKEE GOLDEN GRAPES

A wonderful way to pay tribute to a beloved human or canine.

Right after Thanksgiving, YGRR staff and volunteers assembled 
to decorate the Tree of Golden Light. Each year, for a donation 
of $10, a star can be personalized with a name or short message. 
The star is then added to the Christmas tree in the foyer of the 
kennel building.

It’s a wonderful way to pay tribute to a beloved human or  
canine. This year, over 100 stars decorated the tree. Visitors 
loved reading the names and messages. You can order your  
star in 2018 starting in October. Thank you for contributing to 
this fundraiser.

Help support YGRR by ordering a package of YANKEE  
GOLDEN GRAPES with the exact wines that you want in the 
package. Choose a White or Red Wine Package or create your 
own from our Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenere, Chardonnay, 
Malbec,  Merlot, and Sauvignon Blanc. 

Ordering is available through Benefit Wines online, or you can 
fill out the order forms, found on our website, and fax or call 
in your order to them. All orders, regardless of size, ship for 
one flat shipping fee of $15. 

Wines can be ordered online only through benefitwines.com/
ygrr, or by calling Benefit Wines  at (978) 297-5477. 

Please note: YGRR cannot accept orders  for wine as it is  
unlawful to do so.

Share a bottle of 
wine and share 
our story!

YGRR receives $5  
for every bottle  
of wine sold! 

GO TO WWW.BENEFITWINES.COM/YGRR



I would like to sponsor Kennel # ______________ for the next 12 months.

    Please Choose Your Kennel Number: Kennel #3 (primary kennel), #8 (senior and/or special needs Golden),  
or #10 (senior and/or special needs).

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail it to: YGRR Membership Coordinator, PO Box 808, Hudson, MA 01749-0808

Or preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through ygrr.org

Last Name:  _______________________________ First Name: _____________________________ 

Primary Phone:  ___________________________ Work Phone: ____________________________

Street:  __________________________________________________________  PO Box: _________  

City:  ________________________________  State: ____________  Zip + 4: __________________

E-mail:  ____________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________
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SPONSOR A KENNEL PROGRAM
Join YGRR’s Sponsor A Kennel program and become an assistant caretaker for a Golden here at Riverview.

For one annual donation, you may join the Sponsor A Kennel 
program or give it as a special gift. Each quarter, sponsors receive 
information on their special Rescue dog, as well as a glimpse into 
their lives while at Riverview and even some of their adventures 
once they go on to their new, forever homes.

Each kennel that is part of the Sponsor A Kennel program hous-
es Goldens coming from different circumstances. Some come 
to us because of a difficult family situation, others are simply  
without a home. Then there are always Goldens who are strays  
with unknown backgrounds or come to YGRR through the  
intervention of local animal control.

HERE ARE THE PERTINENT DETAILS

Annual Cost: $100.00

What you’ll receive:

• A picture and history of the current resident of your kennel.

•  Update on your kennel every three months. If you have a new 
resident you’ll receive a new picture and history.

How to join:

• Choose the kennel run that you would like to sponsor:

     - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #8 
     - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #10 
     - Primary Kennel Run #3

•  Complete and return the enrollment sheet below. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

We’ll also update you on what happened to the prior resident.

• Information on and picture of activities at Riverview.

         PLEASE VISIT WWW.YGRR.ORG TO SPONSOR A KENNEL ONLINE  

YANKEE GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE SPONSOR A KENNEL FORM
Yes, I wish to participate in the Sponsor A Kennel program (SAK).
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GOLDEN GOODIES
We are getting lots of new spring inventory at Golden Goodies! To order, go to http://www.ygrr.org.    

100% of all profits go towards the care of dogs while they are at Riverview. Thank you for your support!

PULLOVER HOODIE 
SWEATSHIRT 
C18052 $39.99

Available in sizes S-XXL, this 
pullover hoodie will keep you 
warm and cozy right through 
the spring!

SHOPPING BAG 
H18750 $4.00

This environmentally friend-
ly shopping tote will come 
in handy! Spread the word 
about YGRR everywhere 
you carry it. Reusable, recy-
clable, and hand washable.  
12”x12”x 8” with 12” handles. 
Reinforced bottom for added 
strength.

HOOKED WOOL  
LOVE PILLOW 
H18020 $44.00

Valentine’s Day gift/decor! 
This beautiful hooked wool 
pillow is a large 16×16 inch 
square. The black and white 
print spells out Love with a 
red pawprint as the letter O. 
Velveteen zippered back.

VALENTINE BOW TIE 
D18044 $8.00

How handsome would your 
dog look with this cute bow 
tie? Show him that he is your 
best furry friend Valentine. It 
attaches to your dog’s collar 
with Velcro.

HOOKED WOOL  
PAWPRINT PILLOW 
H18021 $36.00

This beautiful hooked wool 
pillow is a large 14×14 inch 
square. Beachy/contemporary 
vibe with blue/brown color 
combination, velveteen zip-
pered back. 

VALENTINE  
COLLAR BOW 
D18043 $8.00

How cute is this flower bow? 
It attaches to your dog’s collar 
with Velcro. Quite the fashion 
statement! Wouldn’t this be 
adorable on your dog? 

VISIT WWW.YGRR.ORG/STORE TO SEE MORE GOLDEN GOODIES AVAILABLE ONLINE

YGRR DECAL 
P18020 $2.50

Back by popular demand, this 
oval decal can be placed on 
your car window to promote 
YGRR.

I LOVE YOU COOKIE 
TREAT
D18045 $8.00

6 dog bone biscuits made with 
real sweet potatoes. Gift boxed 
for your doggie Valentine!  
Ingredients: Whole wheat  
flour, sweet potato, carob coat-
ing, yogurt coating, corn syrup
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ANNUAL REPORT

It is sometimes difficult to convince an adopter that a dog they 
are not so interested in is really the best choice.  However, many 
owners have agreed to give it a try and now shower us with 
reports of their new best buddy who fits in like a glove with the 
rest of the family, both humans and animals.

We are especially proud of the “Meet and Greet” events  
whereby future adopters can see and visit a bit with available 
dogs.  After families have gone through the required steps  
several of the dogs have been adopted.

Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue, Inc.  •  Fiscal Year 7/1/16 – 6/30/17

YGRR has six full-time employees as well as a number of part 
time kennel staff. Together these employees provide the  
management of the office and kennel as well as perform  
applicable administrative tasks.

The Board consists of 10 members: four officers and six  
additional directors. The Board meets at least 4 times per year to 
ensure the viability of YGRR’s program.

STAFF AND BOARD

With the additional cost of taking rescues from outside the New  
England area, our financial position has been  challenged. When  
Yankee was formed in 1985 we did not pay for taking in dogs. 
They came from local areas and were brought to us by either the 
families themselves or animal control. Once they were accept-
ed into our  program they became the property of Yankee and 
whatever  expenses they incurred were based on their needs.  

With the expansion of our program (and this is the same 
for many rescues today) we are now faced with significant 
“up-front” costs such as transportation fees that may be in 
the thousands of dollars per dog. These rescues have not 
even come to us yet so we have no idea what will be their  
additional cost to the program. Unfortunately, this has put a  
considerable strain on our fundraising. Expenses have increased 
far quicker than income and we have been forced to utilize some 
of our savings to close the gap.     

The charts to the right illustrate the percent portions of both 
our income and expenses for the completed fiscal year 6/30/17.

FINANCIAL STATUS

As mentioned earlier YGRR is looking forward to continuing to 
enlarge its pool of Rescues from local sources and other states 
and international sources. Since it is labor intensive to make sure 
all the necessary steps are done when you are dealing with such 
a diverse population we will keep you apprised of our progress 
over the year.  

We hope you continue to join with us in welcoming these  
wonderful animals to Riverview and working towards providing 
all the Rescues with a brighter future.

In Golden Spirit,

Brian P. Kling 
President

GOALS FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR

INCOME FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2017

 Donations
 Membership
 Events/Raffles
 Adoption Fees

 SAK
 Calendars/Goodies
 Investments

61.2% 

8.2% 
4.5% 

14.1% 

4.1% 

4.3% 3.6% 

EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2017

 Direct Dog Care/Placement
 Occupancy
 Management & Administration
 Public Education/Fundraising
 Transportation

70.3% 10.3% 

14.9% 

3.8% 0.7% 

Annual Report continued from page 2
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YGRR 2018 CALENDAR

The Calendar features large full color photos of our 
own YGRR Rescue Goldens, along with their heart-
warming tales. Seasonal health and safety tips and in-
formation about YGRR make our calendar a great gift 
for yourself or someone else. Large boxes leave plen-
ty of room for noting appointments and birthdays.  
Measures approximately 12” x 12”.

AVAILABLE ONLINE:  
www.ygrr.org/product/2018-ygrr-calendar/

Z18001   $18.00

The much-loved YGRR tradition continues in this year’s 2018 Golden Retriever calendar

2018 YGRR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Your membership will help us care for our homeless Goldens all year long.

Enclosed are my membership dues: Member: $35

Plus additional tax-deductible donation:  $100    $50    $25    $10    Other $ ___________ Total enclosed $ ____________

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail to: YGRR Membership Coordinator, PO Box 808, Hudson, MA 01749-0808

Or preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through ygrr.org/membership.

Last Name:  __________________________  First Name: _____________________________ Primary Phone:  _______________________

Street:  _______________________________________________________  PO Box: _________  Work Phone: _______________________

City:  __________________________________________________________  State: _______________  Zip + 4: _______________________

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________________

Do you have a friend or family member who may be interested in joining YGRR?

Name:  _________________________________________________  

E-mail:  _________________________________________________  

City:  ___________________________________________________  

State:  ___________________   Zip + 4: _______________________

       PLEASE VISIT WWW.YGRR.ORG/MEMBERSHIP TO RENEW ONLINE



YGRR GOES 
TO CHINA!
YGRR CHINESE 
GOLDEN RESCUE  
EFFORTS BEGIN 
WITH FIRST THREE 
RESCUED GOLDENS

Martin, YGRR #5513 with his new  
family. Martin is our first rescued  
Golden from China to be adopted. He is 
such a sweet boy, already loved so much. 
We wish the best to Martin and his family.
Welcome to America, Martin!

YANKEE GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE, INC. 
Post Office Box 808 
Hudson, Massachusetts 01749-0808

www.ygrr.org


