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PResidenT’s leTTeR
by brian Kling

Dear Friends,

I was going to start this letter to you by 
mentioning how busy we’ve been at 
Riverview and throughout New England 
since we last spoke, but then I realized that 
I’ve already mentioned this in a few previous 
letters. This is a reminder of how fortunate   
we are to be able to, with your support, 
expand our rescue efforts and help more  
dogs in need. 

This has been an eventful summer for 
weather-related disasters, and we have 
stepped up to help out our friends in Texas and have an open offer to our friends in Puerto 
Rico. We worked with a rescue organization in Houston that was out of space and in danger 
of flooding to bring up 8 dogs. If you are an approved adoptive family, I would urge you to 
consider one of these wonderful dogs. All it takes is one meeting, and you’ll be hooked.

We recently brought our 100th dog over from Turkey. Almost all of the dogs that we’ve brought 
over are now in loving homes throughout New England. It is only with your support that we are 
able to rescue and find loving homes for these dogs, given the high cost of bringing them to 
the U.S.  There are needs in other countries besides Turkey, and we’ve been investigating those 
possibilities. We want to stay as close to our core mission which is Golden Retrievers, and we 
have been learning more about a need in China. Another rescue has been bringing dogs over 
from China for a while, and we have networked with them to learn as much as possible about 
this. There is just as much of a need in China as there is in Turkey, maybe even more so, so we are 
looking into starting this operation as soon as possible. We are in need of flight volunteers since 
we will not be doing big cargo transports from China.

We have not abandoned our absolute core mission, which is Golden Retrievers from New 
England. We continue to network throughout the 6 New England states and any time we hear of 
a possible homeless Golden in New England, our staff immediately contacts the shelter, rescue 
or person to see if we can help. As much as we wish we could stay with New England Goldens, 
there just isn’t the same need as there was before. We have the staff and facility to help other 
dogs, and we would like to continue doing so. It’s just as easy to fall in love with a sweetheart 
from Houston, as it is one from New England.

We’ve also been busy continuing to host and attend events that allow us to connect with you, 
our YGRR community. We treasure these connections that we make, both at Riverview and at 
our events throughout New England. 

This year’s Open House and our second Help Me Home event were extremely well attended, and 
it was a real joy to meet many of you. The Open House was a great way to share our home with 
you, and many people enjoyed tours, demonstrations, walking the beautiful property, meeting 
the staff, volunteers, and especially our residents. And our Help Me Home event helped dogs 
find their loving homes, which, after all, is what we are all about!

In Golden Spirit,
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Enclosed are my membership dues:   Member: $35 

Plus additional tax-deductible donation:  m $10      m $25     m $50      m $100      m Other $ _____________            Total enclosed   $ _____________

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail it to:  YGRR Membership Coordinator, PO Box 808, Hudson, MA  01749-0808

Or preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through ygrr.org/membership.     

Last Name: ______________________________________ First Name: ___________________________________  Home Phone: ______________________ 

Street: __________________________________________ PO Box: ______________________________________  Work Phone: _______________________

City: ___________________________________________  State: _____________________________________  Zip + 4: _______________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________ Occupation: ___________________________________________________

Do you have a friend or family member who may be interested in joining YGRR? 

Name: _________________________________________________  Address: __________________________________________________________________

volunTeeRinG oPPoRTuniTies
thank you for considering volunteering with yankee Golden retriever rescue (yGrr)!

2018 membeRshiP Renewal

- 39 -

YGRR is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
which operates a shelter in Hudson, MA 
providing Golden Retrievers (and some of 
their special friends) a safe refuge, care, and 
health and behavioral assessments, as we 
carefully match each dog to an approved 
applicant looking for a new family member.
Each year, hundreds of YGRR Volunteers 
provide thousands of hours of service in 
support of various facets of our program 
including:

•	 Providing	Home	Visits	for	prospective	
adopters

•	 Transporting	incoming	dogs	from	
shelters/transfers to our participating 
veterinarians

•	 Assisting	with	website	maintenance
•	 Supporting	staff	with	administrative	and	

retail functions
•	 Helping	with	fundraising	and	at	Special	

Events
•	 Performing	community	outreach	and	

educating the public on YGRR’s behalf
•	 Sharing	their	skills	to	help	with	overall	

property upkeep and special projects

•	 Participating	in	our	‘Volunteer	CareGiver’	
Canine Education, Enrichment, Exercise 
& Environment program which helps 
minimize the stress and maximize the 
well-being and adoptability of the dogs 
waiting here for their forever families. 

Volunteers with a variety of skills are 
needed to ensure the success of all of these 
programs.  It is the commitment of these 
Volunteers and our Staff that keeps YGRR 
running, and it is the dogs they serve who 
inspire these efforts.

Go to www.ygrr.org to fill out an application. 
This information will help us find the 
volunteer work that you would enjoy most 
and to keep you posted on new projects.  

After we review your information, the 
Volunteer Coordinator will contact you to 
schedule your training and will add you to 
our electronic mailing list to be advised of 
new projects and opportunities for ongoing 
training and specialized support. 

Your help is GREATLY appreciated by all of us 
at YGRR – especially by the wonderful dogs!

Weekday volunteers needed, 

Mon-Friday 10AM-4PM to help with 

the dogs. Anyone with a green thumb? 

We need help with weeding, raking, 

and cleaning the kennel area yards.

Please visit www.ygrr.org 
to submit an application, 
or e-mail volunteer@ygrr.org
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sPonsoR a Kennel PRoGRam

Annual Cost:  $100.00  

What you’ll receive:

•	 A	picture	and	history	of	the	current	
resident of your kennel.

•	 Update	on	your	kennel	every	three	
months.  If you have a new resident you’ll 
receive a new picture and history. 

How to join:

•	 Choose	the	kennel	run	that	you	would	like	
to sponsor:
 - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #8
 - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #10
 - Primary Kennel Run #3
•	 Complete	and	return	the	enrollment	sheet	
below.  We look forward to hearing from you!

We’ll also update you on what happened to 
the prior resident.

•	 Information	on	and	picture	of	activities	at	
Riverview.

Yes, I wish to participate in the Sponsor A Kennel program (SAK). I would like to sponsor Kennel # ______________  for the next 12 months.

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail it to:  YGRR (SAK), PO Box 808, Hudson, MA  01749-0808
Or preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through www.ygrr.org    

Last Name: _____________________________________ First Name: _________________________________  Home Phone: _________________________ 

Street: __________________________________________________ PO Box: ___________________________  Work Phone: __________________________

City: ___________________________________________________  State: _____________________________  Zip + 4: _______________________________

H e r e  a r e  t H e  p e r t i n e n t  d e t a i l s :

Treat yourself, family and friends this Holiday 
Season to the gift that keeps on giving!

For one annual donation, you may join the Sponsor A 
Kennel program or give it as a special gift. Each quarter, 
sponsors receive information on their special Rescue dog, as well as 
a glimpse into their lives while at Riverview and even some of their 
adventures once they go on to their new, forever homes.

Each kennel that is part of the Sponsor A Kennel program houses 
Goldens coming from different circumstances. Some come to us 
because of a difficult family situation, others are simply without a 
home.  Then there are always Goldens who are strays with unknown 
backgrounds or come to YGRR through the intervention of local 
animal control. 
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adoPTion news
Placements:  July through september, 2017

Bailey 5456 F 2 years Southern Rescue  Doreen K.

Bella 5466 F 4 years Not enough time Barbara E.

Blondie 5420 F 7 years Owner passed away/Southern Rescue  Carol C.

Cindy 5439 F 6 years Turkish Rescue  Tom and Paula M.

Clyde 5475 M 4 years Southern Rescue  Lisa R.

Coda 5481 M 10 years Owner personal reasons Kristin P.

Cookie 5412 F 1 year Southern Rescue  Matthew A. and Julie S.

Dagwood 5421 M 7 years Owner passed away/Southern Transfer  Carol C.

Elway 5493 M 1.5 years Dog health issues Dan and Lorie L.

Hope 5491 F 3 years Not enough time Jennifer B.

Irene 5476 F 3 years Turkish Rescue  Katie C.

Jake 5448 M 8 years Owner moving Phil and Mary W.

Jessie 5449 F 10 years Owner moving Phil and Mary W.

Kato 5486 M 5 months Not enough time Jim and Michele P.

Kensie 5467 F 11 years Owner moving Jennifer A.

Kent 5474 M 6 years Turkish Rescue  Zoltan and Melanie B.

Kerry 5485 F 9 years Health of owner/Cannot care for  Devon S.

King 5472 M 9 years Turkish Rescue  Chris L.

Lily 5484 F 6 years Local Shelter Rescue  Mike and Ann A.

Lucky 5468 M 11 years Owner moving Susan M.

Mavis 5470 F 1 year Turkish Rescue  Tom M.

Meg 5483 F 11 years Owner moving Judy C.

Nico 5475 M 7 years Turkish Rescue  Lori T.

Ollie 5478 M 5 years Turkish Rescue  Athena F.

Oscar 5471 M 5 years Turkish Rescue  Joy and Alfred V.

Otis 5473 M 1 year Turkish Rescue  James M.

Paris 5480 F 3 years Turkish Rescue  Joe and Barbara W.

Pasha 5477 M 5 years Turkish Rescue  Jean C.

Rufus 5487 M 4 years Too much energy Dee V.

Seamus 5469 M 10 years Owner moving Elana and Dan P.

Seth 5460 M 5 months Southern Rescue  Steven and Sara W.

Shay 5459 F 5 months Southern Rescue  Lindsay H.

Suzy 5479 F 3 years Turkish Rescue  Brooke and Jim L.

Swanson 5446 M 1 year Southern Rescue  Pranit U.

 Name YGRR# Sex Age Why Dog Needed Rescue Adopter

The adoption list does not do justice to the tremendous effort and emotion which is a part of each Rescue Golden’s admission and placement by YGRR.  Each case begins 
with a telephone call to the hotline.  All calls are processed by our dedicated and caring staff.  A great deal of patience, restraint and understanding is required in order to 
correctly handle distraught owners who are compelled to give up a beloved pet or, on the other hand, callous owners who cannot “get rid of the dog” fast enough.  Our staff 
members keep their feelings to themselves in order to be able to assist the dog.  The “Why Dog Needed Rescue” column has to be very brief, but each dog has a complicated, 
often sad story.
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‘helP me home’ meeT and GReeT evenT

The 2018 YGRR auction will be 
held at the Boxborough Regency, 
Boxborough, MA on April 28th. 

Save the date!

aucTion 2018 – save The daTe

YG
RR

Saturday, April 2
8, 2

01
8

YGRR held a “Help Me Home” adoption event on September 30. This event featured some of our residents that have not found their forever 
homes. By the time you are reading this, we hope that these wonderful dogs are with their new families!
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YGRR mission sTaTemenT
established in 1985, YGRR is a 
nonprofit charitable organization 
which is dedicated to providing 
comprehensive medical care, 
behavioral evaluations and 
adoptive homes to homeless 
Golden Retrievers in the six New 
England states.  Golden mixes 
and Goldens from outside New 
England are admitted on a case-
by-case basis.  

Rescue services are provided 
to Goldens who have been 
abandoned, mistreated, 
neglected or left in shelters.  
Rescue services are also provided 
to Goldens in need of placement 
due to compelling family 
circumstances.

In addition to services for 
hundreds of young, healthy 

Goldens, YGRR is proud of its 
programs of care for senior 
Goldens and Goldens with 
special medical needs.  Since its 
founding, YGRR has provided 
rescue services to thousands of 
Goldens.  Hundreds of others 
have been assisted by our hotline 
counseling and referrals to 
veterinary specialists, obedience 
trainers and animal behaviorists.  

YGRR relies on membership 
dues, donations and fundraising 
activities for its income.  The 
organization has a 501(c)(3) 
classification with the IRS and 
donations are tax deductible.  
YGRR is headquartered at 
Riverview in Hudson, MA.  

Leann Pickering 
Sharon Pollard
Julia Pollock
Dawn Prentiss
Anne Pritchard 
Patricia Profenna
Charlene and David Puska
Wanda Quatrale
Linda Queen
Tracy and Tom Quigley
Helen and LeGrand Redfield Jr.
Fawn and Jerry Reed
Robert and Carole Ritch
Susie Ritchie
Mary and Simon Robinson
Candace Rogers
Paula H. Rooks
Elias Tray and David Rubin
Joke Russell
Kip and Laurie Sabens
Veronica and Fred Savage
Paul W. Scanlon
Anne and Frank Schulte
Frank Selva
Bunny Shackelford
Charles Shulman
George and Cheryl Souliotis

Beth and Rick Spieler
Catherine and Brian Stevens
Andrew and Harriet Stich
Loren and Bernie Stolp
Tom and Yvette Strong
Jo Taylor and Marie   
 Brennan Taylor
Stephanie Tenczar
Mark Tetlow
Brian and Clorinda Thorne
Jessie Timberlake
Carol Tolles
Ellie Tomlinson
Walter and Lynne Troy
Barbara Tysz
Maria and John Unger
Amy Finn and Mark Urbin
Jon Victor
Teru Giordano-Vollero and   
 Michael Vollero
Bob Bass and Lee Vorderer
Kristie Bolieau Wagner
Bill and Barbara Walsh
Heather and Jeremy Walsh
Earl Wertheim
Linda West
Jane B. White

Cynthia Wiedemann
Don and Kathy Willfong
Scott and Patricia Wilson
Skip and Alice Wise
Mariruth Brooks Wittkamp
Chris and Cheryl Wolseley
Peter Wood
Beverly Zimmerman
Gabriella Zipprich

f o u n d a t i o n , 
M a t c H i n G  G i f t s , 

c o M pa n i e s ,
s c H o o l s

July through September, 
2017 
Aetna Foundation   
Allstate Giving Campaign  
Animal Welfare Fund  
Broadway Barks, Inc.  
Concord Oil Company  
Draper Foundation  
GE Foundation  
Global Giving Foundation,   
 Inc. 
Goldheart Golden    
 Retriever Rescue, inc.  
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care  
HPHC Member Appeals Team 
Network for Good  
Suffield Veterinary Hospital  
Truist (formerly United eWay) 
Your Cause, LLC Trustee for PWC  
 and JC Penney  
 

K e n n e l  H e l p : 
Dog enrichment, filling kongs, laundry, organizing

Monday-Friday 10-4

e-mail lucille@ygrr.org

G o l d e n  t i M e s :

Stories, articles, proofing
e-mail susan@ygrr.org

volunTeeRs needed!!

G r o u n d s K e e p i n G : 
Help with weeding, raking, watering, planting, 

painting, masonry , pool cleaning

e-mail susan@ygrr.org
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Linda A and Don Smith
Rick and Mary Smith
Susan and Willis Smith
Jean Snow
Carla Snowdon
Marjorie Snyder
Linda Soave
Susan Soergel
Larry Sorenson
John and Karen St. Lawrence
Mary Tichey-Staack and   
 Charles Staack
Carolyn Stamatakis
James and Holly Steiss
Catherine and Brian Stevens
Andrew and Harriet Stich
Anne Stoma
Barb and Mark Storch
Gloria and William Straughn, III
Susan Stringer
Kathleen Suits
Carolyn Barrett and John   
 Swearingen
George Sweetnam
Mark Tetlow
Richard and Joan Theroux
Ann Thomas
Bruce and Marjorie Thompson
Thomas Bender and   
 Alana Thorpe
Joanne and Joe Tierney
Janet and Thomas Tobin
Moe and Barbara Tourison
Karen and Stephen Tribble
Walter and Lynne Troy
Barbara Tysz
Marcia and David Unger
Paula Vaillancourt
Wesley and Anne Vandervliet

Renee Vasey
Dalila Veiga
Charles Verbisky
Patrick Ventrella and Patti Vertula
Ron and Peggy Villani
Larry Virgin
Kristie Wagner
Edward Walata
Ann M. Walker
Jeanna Walsh
Ian Archer Watters
Beth and Bruce Webster
Betsy Wells
Earl Wertheim
Judy and Nancy Whalen
David and Ingrid White
Don White
Jane B. White
Kenneth Cracknell and   
 Susan White
Parker and Cheri White
Sylvia Dickey Whitman
Dawn and Don Wilkes
Kevin and Tracey Wilkins
Kathy Griffin and David Wilkinson
Don and Kathy Willfong
Sarah Wilson
Scott and Patricia Wilson
Cynthia Wironen
Jackie Wisotsky
Mariruth Brooks Wittkamp
Peter Wood
Connie Wood
Lee Woodworth
Priscilla Wormwood
Michael and Sue Wuerthele
Marcia Young
Eileen and Joe Zadrosny
Fred Zetterberg
Nancy Zickus
Barbara Zimmer
Gabriella Zipprich
Millie Zweir

s a K  r e p o r t
r e c i p i e n t s

July through September, 2017

Jayne and Richard Allard
Dee Bailey
Merle and Debra Balboni
Linda Barron
Jennifer Bauer
Barbara Baum
Jane Bennett
Paricia Billman
Christine Birkenmaier
Naomi Boccio
Nancy and Dan Boyko
Mary Ruth and Mark Briggs
Deborah and David Brooks
Diane and Kevin Brown
Melissa and Thomas Bruneau
Marie Canavan

Sarah and Ron Chester
Louise and Robert Ciulia
Jeff and Gail Clarke
Frank and Durelle Cloutier
Cheryl and Kevin Connelly
Joseph Conoscenti
Sheryl and Mike Coppa
Diana and David Couture
Robert and Kathleen Craig
Carol Crawford
Karen and Elizabeth Crites
Leslie Currier
Elizabeth Dartt
Denise David
Kevin Davis
Wendy Davis
Linda Deguire
Phil Doherty
Kathleen  Dolley
Christine Dowdall
Margaret Dwyer
Maryellen Dyer
Mr. and Mrs Erney Edwards
Jane Enegess
Sunni Falconer
Jack Faustini
William and Lori Favreau
Mary Brouillet and Mark Favrow
Joanne Feil
Deborah Feinstein
Ellen Finnie
Peter and Cecelia Flagg
Mary Lou Foley
Cheryl and George Fregone
Vince and Larraine Fugaro
Susan Gagnon
Colleen Gallagher
Gloria and Peter Gammons
Leslie and Scott Goldberg
Marjorie, Barry and Dana Goldy
Martha Gonzalez
Ben and Kathy Goodman
John and Linda Gotta
Kathy Young and Carmine Greco
Gayla and Jonathan Greenberg
Eileen Ludwig Greenland
Barbara Greger
Andrew Gribbell
Vicki Hagopian
Ann Hall
Gail Halloran
Betty Pomerleau and   
 Stuart Hamilton
Jane Abbott and Cliff Hankin
Sara Harrigan
Christine Harris
Mandy Harshman
Michael and Susan Hatch
Valerie Hatfield
Lauren and Mickey Hayes
Jen and Tim Healey
Andy and Katie Herbine
Melissa and Ken Herman
Scott and Linda Horanzy
Kathy Horvath

Holly Hoyt
Susan and James Huff
Pat Jardine
Cecelia Jones-Pan
Judith Kahn
Mark Kenney
Carol Kent
Roger and Sandra King
Imssy Klebe
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Rev Dr Paul S Koumrian
Karen Kowalski
Edeard Kroll
Mark and June Lafferty
Jill Larsen
Nancy and Gresh Lattimore
Phyllis and Bill Lauder
Kathy Leathers
Jon Leveen
Todd and Diane Levinson
Heidi Lindberg 
Tana and John Lingvall
Donald Loiselle
Art Clifford and Suzanne Lorimer
Norman Gaffney and Jane   
 MacDonald
Lauren and Vern Magnuson
Susan Maounis
Dr. Cindy Marcus
Fred and Sheila Marshall
Julie Martin
Brian Cram and Jean   
 Martori-Cram
Carol and Gary Maupas
Barbara Mcadam
Rich and Phyllis McCann
karen and Kevin McCarthy
Elizabeth and Duncan McDonald
Joan and Michael McGowan
Helen L. Mohr
Margaret T. Monahan
Richard and Marian Morelli
Cheryl Morgan
William Morse
Beth Mosher
James Loring and Elizabeth   
 Mulligan
Kathleen and Patty Murphy
Pamela Musor
Leigh Myers
Janet Nickerson
Lynn Nicolson
Kathy Noble
William and Loretta O’Brien-Lewis
John and Amanda O’Leary
Sheila O’Neill
Rob and Sharon Osur
Ann and Borden Painter
Allan and Mona Patterson
David and Linda Pearlstein
Lisa Pelland
John and Frances Perkins
William Perkins
Marilyn Perry
Joseph J. Phelan III
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FoReveR home - binGleY’s sToRY
by chris and Judy Gill

in December 2016, we lost our beloved 
Golden, Fluff, to cancer. We had heard about 
Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue and applied 
to adopt what we thought would be another 
female Golden. Once we were accepted, 
we checked the Adoptable Dogs page on 
YGRR’s website almost daily and were taken 
with the picture and the story of Portie, one 
of Yankee’s Jamaican rescue dogs.  He was 
a year-old, mixed breed, 30 pound male 
and had a hard life; when he was rescued 
by YGRR, he had been living as a stray and 
had a dislocated left hip and a crushed right 
front paw. 

After being brought to Massachutsetts 
by YGRR, he had surgery to fix his hip and 
amputate his right front paw and was still 
recuperating when we met him.  It was love 
at first sight and we brought him home to 
Cape Cod that day. We renamed him Bingley, 
after a character in Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice known for his geniality, sweet 
temper, and friendliness. Our Bingley has 
all these qualities, and more; he is smart, 
playful, affectionate, and resilient. He loves 
going for walks, riding in the car, hanging 
out on the couch, and chasing squirrels and 
wild turkeys in the backyard.

The surgeries were largely successful and 
the stump of his amputated paw healed very 
well but the hip still seems to bother him 
some and he “carries” his left rear leg quite 

a bit. He gets around well, but has some 
issues with balance and mobility, and we 
were concerned about him having spine, 
shoulder and hip issues as he aged and was 
working with, basically, 2 ½ legs. We learned 
about Derrick Campana of Animal Ortho 
Care in Sterling, VA, who makes prosthetic 
devices for animals, mostly dogs, and 
thought having a prosthesis for Bing’s right 
front stump might really help him out. After 
contacting Derrick and consulting with our 
vet, Dr. Corey Blake, we went ahead with 
Bing’s “peg-leg-project.” Dr. Blake helped us 
make a cast of Bingley’s stump and Animal 
Ortho Care made Bing a custom prosthesis 
that enables him to walk on all four legs and 
to look very stylish while doing so. Bingley 
has accepted the prosthesis willingly and 
walks well on it. It has only been a couple 
weeks, but he wears the prosthesis a little 
more each day and we are hopeful that it 
will help Bing for years to come.

With his history and special needs, Bingley 
has been a little extra work, but he is so 
much fun to have around and is such a great 

little guy, he’s absolutely worth it. And we 
are so grateful to Yankee Golden Retriever 
Rescue and Devon Spirka, the Adoption 
Coordinator, for introducing us to Bingley. 
We may have “rescued” him, but he’s rescued 
us right back.
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FoReveR home - TanneR’s sToRY
by connie mccabe

it has been way too long since I sent an 
update on Tanner YGRR #4159, who we 
adopted on January 28, 2006, when he was a 
5-month-old puppy.

As soon as Tanner trotted into the “living 
room” at YGRR, Chris and I fell in love. But 
our other golden, Olivia, needed to weigh 
in. Alyson asked us to bring her to the gym. 
When Tanner and Olivia saw each other, it 
was as though they were being reunited, 
rather than meeting for the first time. They 
ran, chased the tennis ball, wrestled, and 
played. It was all meant to be! This was 
before your waiting period policy, so Tanner 
went home with us that day. He and Olivia 
were inseparable for 8 years, until we lost her 
to kidney disease. 

Today Tanner is a happy, active, super sweet 
soul who celebrated his 12th birthday last 
August 15, with a cake pop from Starbucks!
Over the past almost-12 years, Tanner has 
been the lodestone of our changing “pack,” 
including Olivia – grumpy senior Australian 

cattle dog, Gus – overly energetic ACD, Blu  – 
and Daisy, who came into our lives just when 
we all needed another golden, a few months 
after we lost Olivia.

Tanner’s having a grand life hiking, 
swimming, boating, 
chasing balls, chewing 
on sticks, greeting 
people and dog friends 
and strangers, napping, 
wrestling with Blu, 
snuggling with Daisy, 
coming to work... He is 
such a love, a perfect 
picture of what a senior 
dog is all about. He’s a 
bit slower than he used 
to be, but still “spins” 
with joy when we tell 
him we’re going for a 
walk, or going out, or 
going to the dog park. 
He likes to lie in front of 
the screen/storm door 

at home watching what we call “the front 
yard theatre.” Or the back door, watching 
“the squirrel theatre.”  We feel so fortunate to 
have Tanner in our lives and will be forever 
grateful to YGRR for bringing us together. 

http://www.benefitwines.com/Yankee-Golden-Retriever-Rescue_c_1660.html

BenefitWines.com/YGRR

Yankee Golden Grapes

shaRe a boTTle oF wine 
and shaRe ouR sToRY...

new wine labels available exclusively 
through Benefit Wines. Is your YGRR dog 
on one of the labels? Ordering is available 
through Benefit Wines online, or you can fill 
out the order forms, found on our website, 
and fax or call in your order to them. YGRR 
receives $5 for every bottle of wine sold! 
Perfect for entertaining, or gift giving! 
Flat rate shipping on orders. Wines can be 
ordered through Benefit Wines only, YGRR 
cannot accept orders for wine.
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Estherann Grace
Rosanne Grady
Dr. and Mrs. William Graffeo
Cindy, Noah and Happy Grains
Irene Graves
Pat and Dick Graves
Sonya F. Gray
Paul Greaney
Dorcas Greene
Ira Grolman
Jo-Ellen, David and Sarah Grossi
Alfred Gruhler
Michael and Shirley Guidoboni
Sheila and Bill Guinther
Michael and Karen Gurnick
Bob and Peg Guyer
Joel Haggerty
Georgianne Hahn
Gail Halloran
Amresh Hanchate
Joan Handelmann
Michele Shaver and Greg Hanks
Sheila A. Hanrahan
Judy Hansen
Chuck and Christine Hardy
Meg and Tom Harriman
Christine Harris
Dorothy P. Harris
Jo-Ann Harris
Ellen M. Haskell
Michael and Susan Hatch
Anita Barry and Jim Heffernan
Lori and Hubert Hein
Ken and Shirley Herdman
Melissa and Ken Herman
Alexandra Hills
Bill and Carol Hocking
Joan H. Hodak
Sandra and Jim Hodson
Bill Hofmann III
Cathryn M. Holinger
George and Karen Hollywood
Scott and Linda Horanzy
Maggie and Paul Hubbard
Susan W. and James Huff
Katherine and Ralph Hughes
Ingrid M Hullman, M.D.
Margaret and Robert   
 Humberston
Margaret Hunter
Jean Iris
Kaori Ito
Dana A. Jackson
Bob and Barbara Jacobson
Patricia James
Faith Jarest
Marion Johnson
Mary Johnson
Michael Johnstone
Jane Jones
Barbara Julai
Sally Kansas
Al and Eileen Kapocius
Misty Conrath and Don Katnik
Linda Kauranen

Thomas Kelly
Jennifer L. Kelsey
Carol Kent
Constance King
Roger and Sandra King
Susan and John King
Carol A. King
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Susan Koegler
David, Judy and David, Jr. Koski
Eileen M and William D Kovacs
Karen Kowalski
Shirley Krasinski
J. Robert Kraus
Deborah Kraver
Joan Kross
Jack and Gloria Kurek
Jennifer Kyle
Sheila Lafford
Dorothea LaFlamme
Richard and Cynthia Lagerval
Ralph and Rosemarie Lamp
Rhonda and David Lapping   
 and Family
Fran and John Latch
Nancy and Gresh Lattimore
Kathy Leathers
Pat and Jim Lee
Margery and David Leslie
Margaret and Edward Levasseur
Leopold Leveillee
Todd and Diane Levinson
Tobi and Brad Levsen
Adrian and Ginny Levsky
Heidi Lindberg
Betty and Dan Lindberg
Ian Livingston
Pamela Loerinc
Joan M Lombardi
Art Clifford and    
 Suzanne Lorimer
Karen Golz and Roman   
 Lubynsky
M. Gretchen Lugar
Claire Desisto and Jon C.   
 Lundquest
Susan Lyons
Robert S. MacDonald
Norman Gaffney and   
 Jane MacDonald
Robert S. MacDonald
Elizabeth MacDougall
John and Geri MacKinnon
Linda Madden
Don Frost and Alison Magee
Linda Mahaney
Paula and Jim Mahoney
Gail Maker
Gary and Karen Maksimoski
Barbara A. Mancini
Ann Marie and Joe Mandarano
Denise Mann
John and Linda Marchica
Dr. Cindy Marcus
Ken and Mi K. Markhard

Peter and Kathleen Marone
Patricia E. Martin
Joanne Masin
Dennis Matfus
Nancy Mathews
Fred and Jan Mauer
Don Mayerhofer
Tabitha McAdoo
Patricia  W. McAllen
Karen and Kevin McCarthy
Kris and Bill McEachern
Dan and Betty McGary
Tricia and Chuck McGovern
Joan McGowan
Julie McGrath
John and Michelle McHale
John McIntyre
Patrick and Bertine McKenna
Deborah McMahon
Debbie McNally
J. William Mees
Bob Mehornay
James P. Mellas
Mario Mendez-Penate
Deborah Merlesena
Ioannis Miaoulis
Richard and Winifred Miles
Carol R. Miller
Jakki and Bill Miller
Janet Mills
Roy and Charlene Milton
The Mirasolo Family
Michael Mitrano
Helen L. Mohr
Colin and Christy Monahan
Cathy Mondor
Martha Monti
James and Helen Mooney
Peter J. Moore
Cheryl Morgan
Bill and Deb Morrissey
William Morse
Sandra and Charles Mortensen
Carrie Mosca
Susan Moses
Beth Mosher
Marcia Muller
Catherine Munro
Bill and Doreen Murray
Steve and Gina Murthey
Paul and Linda Muscaro
Toni and Joe Napolitano
Betsey and Melissa Neal
Kathy, Gary and Garrett Nelson
Ruth S. Newberg
Jeffrey and Adriana Newcomb
Linda Newcomer
Janet Nickerson
Kathy Noble
Jo and Shelly Obelsky
Mary L. O’Brien
John D. O’Connell, Jr.
Mary O’Day
Mary L. Odlum
Phyllis Ogrodnik

Paul and Sharon Oliva
Thomas J. Owens
Lee P. Page
Ken, Kim and Kailey Paiva
Roy and Jan Palmer
Nancy Paone
Kim and David Papenfuss
Mary and Rob Paquette
Charlotte Para
Dick and Sharon Paradis
Therese and Albert Pare
David and Robin Parent
Barbara Passerello
Matthew and Courtney Paterna
Allan and  Mona Patterson
Jeanette and Ralph Patuto
Catherine Paul
Barbara Peckham
John Rose and Carolyn Pedone
Lisa Pekala and Family
John and Kathy Pelletier
 Penguin Random House
Lynne and Renny Perry
Linda K. Peters
Joyce Peterson
Joseph J. Phelan III
Glenys Pinchin
Brenda and Philip Plainte
John J. Polak Jr.
Sharon Pollard
Dawn Prentiss
Bob and Sandy Purssell
Linda Queen
Valarie J. Raymond
Barbara Revaz
Maryanne Rhodes
Mary L. Rice
Joann Richards
Marilyn Richardson
John H. Rickert
Mark Rieder
Kelly Riley
Harry and Deb Ritchie
Wayne Rivers
Stephen J. Rixon
Peter and Paula Robidoux
Marion Rockoff
Dennis F Rogers
Cathy Roheim
Susan J. Roman
Kellie Romanus
Dora Rosenfield
Philip and Cynthia Rossetti
Virginia and John Rossotto
Judith Rovero
Esther Rubenstein
Candy and Peter Rufleth
Joye Rutherford
Debbie Rutkauskas
Judy and Dave Ryan
Janice Saal
Kip and Laurie Sabens
Joseph and Patricia Salbeck
Steve and Susan Sandberg
Jen and Dave Sarkisian
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FRiends
July to september, 2017 

Amy Abelli
Deborah Aberg
Cathryn Addy
Marilynn E. Ade
Kristin Alagna
Gail Albertine
Richard and Linda Allen
Marilyn N. Allyn
Daniel and Karen Arsenault
Ilene Arthur
Mary Kaye Ashkenaze
Rose Mary Aznavorian
Dawn Bahl
Merle and Debra Balboni
Giselle S. Baldwin
Elaine and Michael Balogh
Jean Barbour
Marsha Barri
Paul and Priscilla Barton
David and Linda Battaglia
Barbara Baum
Mary and Paul Bazinet, Jr.
Erin Melcher Beam
Gary and Terri Beckett
Noelle Beede
Al Bement
Ann and Gene Benard
Jeffrey Bentley
Ann Berard
Ron and Carol Berger
John and Marianne Bermingham
Karen and Joe Bigger
Patricia Billman
Christine Birkenmaier
John Blasi
Donald DiSalvo and Michael Blim
Beth and Allan Bloomquist
Naomi Boccio
Mary Born
Barbara B and Michael Bourque
Scott and Suzanne Boyd
John Bradbury
Kathleen F. Breen
Joe Taylor and Marie   
 Brennan Taylor

Roberta Brereton-Keegan
Donna Brewer
Rick and Dr. Deborah Broadley
Deborah and David Brooks
Mary Gray Brott
Carol A. and Charlie Brown
Jeff and Barbara Bryers
Pauline Buckley
Dru and Barry Burnham
Jackie and Bill Burns
Susan R. Burr
Deborah Burzdak
Jennifer Butkiewicz
Deborah and Sue Butler
Jim and Debbie Butler
Al and Barbara Butters
Albert Buys
Norma Calder
Therese and Stephen Camhi
Marie Canavan
Kristin and Chris Caplice
Carol and Leo Cartier
Christine Casner
Audrey and John Cassem
Anthony and Lynan Cerruti
Suzanne and Daniel Chansky
William Chase
Duncan and Ellen Christie
Cynthia Christy
Eleanor Clark
Frank and Durelle Cloutier
Gordon Cobleigh
David and Jane Cohen
Bruce and Audrey Coleman
Mary and Colin Coleman
Suzanne and Robert Collins
Cheryl and Kevin Connelly
Sharon and Michael Connolly
Joseph Conoscenti
Marie and Thomas Cook
Joseph and Karen Costa
Sandra Cote
Keith Cudworth and Jane   
 Coughlin
Susan Cox

Rosanna Coyne
Brian Cram and Jean   
 Martori-Cram
Carol Crawford
Karen and Elizabeth Crites
Michael and Cynthia Crivaro
Margaret M. Cunningham
Ernest R. and Cathy   
 Curro-Harrington
Judithann and Glen Cushman
Lorraine Cusimano
Philip Cutler
Ellen and Michael D’Agnese
Dan Daley
Mary Beth Dalton
Denise and Peter D’Amico
Jerry S. Darby
Martha Ruth Roberts and   
 Jacquie Davidson
Maya and Stewart Davis
Geneva R. Davis
Donald D. and Mary DeAngelis
Joanne Delponte
Richard and Nancy Devor
Stuart Belkin and Maureen Dewan
Darlene and Bob Dewhurst
Lori and Dan DeYoung
Anne and Dan Dion
Randolph and Diane Dodge
Kathleen Dolley
Christine Dowdall
Marcia Downes
Robert and Yan Drabek
Lisa D’Urso
Julie E. Dwight
Nancy and Rick Echlov
Polly and Norm Edmonson
Larry and Trudy Ehlers
Kathy Eklund
Alice and Ken Erickson
Sunni Falconer
Ellen Fales
Nancy Fallon
Jack Faustini
Doug and Dianne Fayle

Deborah Feinstein
Fran and Laurie Felber
David and Cathy Ferry
Christel Find
Charles M. Fisher
Robin Fisher
Douglas and Margaret Fisher
Donna and Harvey Flanders
Rosemarie Folan
Mary Lou Foley
Fay Forman
Mary Formby
John and Jennifer Fortin
Amy and Bill Frank
Barry and Judy Freelander
Cheryl and George Fregone
Nancy Frei
Alice P. French
Maria Frey
Linda and Kris Friedrich
Robert J. Furce
Susan Gagnon
Colleen Gallagher
Carol Galvin
Susan and Joe Gannon
Lucille Gardner
David and Nancy Gebhardt
Ellyn B. Gehrett
Anita Ghilardi
Karen and Mark Giannini
Karen Giesecke
Chris and Judy Gill
Anne Gilson
Tom Ginnard
Andrew Glass
Sally and Jay Gleeson
Kathy J. Gliha
Frank Goguen
Ilene Goldberg
Diane Golden
Robert Goldrick
Howard and Anne Goldstein
Caren, Mark and Andrew   
 Goodman
John and Linda Gotta

From Stephanie and Anthony Susen
From Achilles and Julie Bryanos
From Max and Shelly Gabriello
From The Silver Family
From Tris Pinakis

Jose
The most lovable cat!
For Alane Stodghill
From Kelly and Bryan Doktor

Kurt E Nagel
From Portia Nagel

Robert Gliniewicz
For Mrs Robert Gliniewicz
From John and Pat Morawski
From David and Mary Silva
From The Benjamin Family

Thomas A. Gillis
For Mr. and Mrs.Timothy E Gillis

From William Hunter
Uncle Jimmy

Joanne Bryanos
Costa Bryanos
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H o l i d ay  c a r d s 

The YGRR 2017 holiday card features Jack, 
catching a tennis ball in the snow. We run 
out of our cards fast! Don’t forget to order 
soon. Each package contains 10 cards with 
matching envelopes.

The message reads: ”May the true spirit of 
the season find you and fill your heart with 
joy”.

SKU: X18014  $16

Golden Goodies
Please visit www.ygrr.org for a sneak peek of the new items that are arriving daily!

*Please note: We have a new website. Old links are 
no longer valid. Please go directly to www.ygrr.org, 
and click on the “Store” link at the top of the page. 
From there, you will find drop-down menus for the 
different store categories. Happy Shopping!

W o o l  p i l l o W 

This beautiful wool hooked pillow is a large 
17 × 17 inch square. The background is navy, 
with a beautiful Golden Retriever and an 
ornament. Velveteen zippered back. Perfect 
for your holiday decor.

SKU: H18002  $45   

G o l d e n  o r n a M e n t

Beautiful resin ornament of a Golden in 
front of a Christmas tree. This ornament can 
be personalized with a name, or the year, 
but looks beautiful as is, too! Please enter 
personalization information in the notes at 
checkout.

SKU: X18005  $12 

c H r i s t M a s  c a r d s 

Merry Christmas! The YGRR 2017 Christmas 
Card features Hera, who came to Yankee 
Golden Retriever Rescue from Turkey! She 
is waiting for Santa by the tree. Features 
10 cards with matching envelopes. Inside 
the card reads: “May the good times and 
treasures of the present become the golden 
memories of tomorrow. Wishing you lots of 
love, joy and happiness. Merry Christmas!”

SKU: X18013  $16

2 0 1 8  c a l e n d a r

SKU: Z18001   $15.00
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RiveRview oPen house
sept 16, 2017
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GiFTs
July to september, 2017

i n  H o n o r  o f  d o G s

Bea #3667 
From Charles and Cathy Hill 

Dakota #5379 
From Chris and Anne Spaight 

Diesle #5452 
From Bill and Mary Caplin 

Finnegan #5150 
From Melissa Fisher 

Kato 
From Timothy Butnham 

Opal, Steeler and Jaz 
From Kathy Eddy 

Rambo #1474 
From Eileen Carney 

Sharon, Peter and Lupine’s 7 
puppies 

For Sharon, Peter and Lupine Farnum 
From Mary Johnson 

Simon 
A beloved Labrador Retriever 
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski 
 

i n  H o n o r  o f  p e o p l e

Cambria Barkett
Happy 18th Birthday
From Mariann Bishop

Carrie and Ron Gale
Happy Anniversary
From Neal and Arlene Rogol

Ellen Fitzgerald
From  HPHC Member Appeals Team

Mary Sarsfield
From Victoria Norton

Rose DeSantis
From  CT River Valley Golden Retriever. Club

Sunfire Kennel
From Dr. Carol Suitor

The staff of Blemheim of Newport
Given in thanks for the support of the staff of 
Blemheim 
From Rev. Paul S Koumrian

i n  M e M o r y  o f  d o G s

Abbey #5157 
From Judithann and Glen Cushman 

Alex #3264 
From Nancy Lefner 

Alexis 
From John and Linda Muckel 

Anna Koontz 
For Dean and Gerda Koontz 
From Jan Brock 

Autumn Marie 
For Marilyn Leffler 

From Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence C.   
Lindvig 

Bailey 
From Kimberly and Lee Ramsey 

Bailey 
From Jeanne and William Gargiulo 

Bailey 
For The Kling Family 
From Krys Lewis 

Bear 
From Kathy Crawford and Victor 
Berman 

Buddy 
For Dan and Lori DeYoung 
From Ray and June Beaulieu 
From Marilyn Fichman 

Cody #2367 
From Barbara Dunphy Lundrigan 

Dakota 
From Michael Papademetriou 

Emily #4376 
From Beth and William H. McCarthy 

Emmy Grosjean 
For John Grosjean 
From Kathleen Robinson 

Ginger 
For Joy and Al Viola 
From Bill and Marty McCullough 
From Geraldine Jankowski 

Ginger #3551 and Holly #4299 
From Father Fred-Munro Ferguson 

Harry 
For Barbara and John Breckenridge 
From Nancy S. Jefferson 

Hudson #4704 
From Joe and Barb Weisel 

Kes and Leia 
From Shelley and Bob Walker 

Lucy Gold 
For Caryn Moss c/o The Gold Family 
From Caryn Moss 

Max 
From Douglas Finch 

Nugget #5012 
From Dana A. Jackson 

Olivia, Callie and Stanley 
From Lee S. and Roger Gerrish 

Remy 
For Mr and Mrs Gene Benard 
From Ken and Sandie Wheeler 

Riley 
For Maureen McCarver 
From Jan Brock 

Sadie #4754 
For Phil and Mary Wyman 
From Kelly and Bryan Doktor 

Sam #4750 
From Lars Rynning 

Sandy 
From Kathleen Bogosian 

Simba 
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski 

Striper 
From Ann Bonner 

Sully 
From Diane Wolf 

Teddy 
For The Valeri Family 
From Amy Durgin 

Ulia 
From Robert S. MacDonald 

Van 
For Mr. and Mrs. Richard VanDernoot 
From Mimi Ganz 

i n  M e M o r y  o f  p e o p l e

Alan Goletz
For Marty Goletz
From Nancy Dowd

Bill Davison’s Mom
For Bill Davison
From CT River Valley Golden Retriever Club

Claire Reulbach
From Vicky Higgins

Edwin H (Binks) Fisher
A golden lover
From Edith Fisher

Eleanor M. Hanson
From Joanne Hanson

Geno Spinosa
For Barbara Zino
From Mary Phoebe Francis

Glenn Carlson
For Nancy Carlson
From  The Clyburn Family
From Sally Biggs
From Lou and Beth Iacampo
From Susan and Paul Tracey
From  The Kennedy Family
From John Coulton
From Thomas Kelly
From John Dilorio
From Thomas and Lynn Halligan
From Alan Benford
From Toni and James Moyer

Gus Mills
From Maureen Lombardi

Harry
From June Breckenridge

Hope Leizear
For Mr. Wayne Leizear
From Julie and Joseph Titone

James Bryanos
For Joanne Bryanos and Family
From Johanne Coughlin
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volunTeeRinG
Golden Gratitude to These hardworking volunteers – July to september, 2017

a c K n o W l e d G e M e n t s

Nancy Lefner 

a l l  B r e e d  r e s c u e  l i s t

Roseann Mandell

c o n d o l e n c e  s e c r e t a r y

Kelly Doktor 
Janice McCormack

G o l d e n  c a r e G i V e r  

G o l d e n  t i M e s  

 Brian Kling
Sheila Lafford 
Alana Thorpe
Lauren Silvia

Claudia Volano

Lydia Begag 
Kate Blake 

Brett Blough
Emily Boyle

Jennifer Burnett 
Gracie Chapin

Chris Civie
Adrienne Cyrulik

Jeanette Eichelroth
Bobbie Ewes

Ben Fahey
Rebecca Furgal
Deb Garretson  
Susan Griffin

Loretta Herman
Jane Isnor  
Scott King
Brian Kling

Stephen Krajewski
Joy Layden

Marjorie Leonel
Melanie Lewis
Betty Lindberg

Courtney Mascis
Eric McKinney
Jerri Milbank

Sayonika Mohanta
Susan Jones Moses

Olivia Neslusan  
Jennifer Nesta
Emma Olsen

Jacquelyn Pack 
Chris Paige

Sam Pendergast
Rachel Perro

 Kristin Porter 
Wendy Puleo  
Charlie Reale
Grace Rogers

Dulani Sandanayaka
Krista Sequeira

Jared Smith
Margaret Smith  

Patricia Stempleski
Marta Stepien
Anna Shirosky
Suzette Spitzer
Cindy Theran

Pranit Upadrasta 
Christina Wiener

Katie Zieminski   

H o M e  V i s i t 
c o o r d i n a t o r s

Debbie Aberg
Helene Anzalone

Hedy Bastian
Susan Ceurvels
Bette Drewes

Margi Fletcher
Lisa Giguere

Gail Hachenburg
Melissa Haskell

Sandra Lok
Jodi Nichols
Linda Oura

Sherry Paisley
Jill Pappas

Leann Pickering
Kathy Welch

Audrey Wilcoxen
Carolyn Williams

Mary and Philip Wyman

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
c o o r d i n a t o r s

Leslee Halleran (Eastern MA & NH)
Julie Jessop (ME)

Mary Mackle (Western MA)
Susan Mackle (Western MA)

Todd Shapiro (CT)
Alana Thorpe (RI)

Mardi Trendle (VT)

G o l d e n  t H a n K s

We’ve had a very exciting summer and fall 
in the Adopter Relations Department here 
at YGRR!  We’ve welcomed quite a few new 
home visit volunteers to our New England 
team and have held 3 successful trainings 
since early June, two at Riverview and one 
in Connecticut.  I really enjoy hosting the 
trainings, not only because I love being at 
Riverview, but also because I am so proud of 
our organization and it gives me a chance to 
express my gratitude to our dedicated and 
motivated team.  

Over the last few months, we’ve made great 
strides at improving our application process 
to keep up with the ever-changing world of 
breed-specific rescue.  We’ve improved our 
application, revised our requirements and 
reports and grown our team while staying 
true to the mission of YGRR.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who dedicate 
their time to YGRR; we couldn’t continue to 
grow and succeed without you.  If you or 
someone you know would like to become    
a home visit volunteer, we would love           
to hear from you! Please email us at 
adopter.relations@ygrr.org 

Christy Monahan
Volunteer Adopter Relations Director
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FeaTuRe: summeR vacaTion...
...from a dog’s point of view  •  by Brian Kling

hi, we’re Bailey and Daisy, and we know 
you’ve heard from us before, but we like 
telling you about how we’re doing and all 
about our excellent adventures.  Our most 
recent adventure was our summer vacation 
up in Maine.  We’ve been home for about 5 
years now and our family likes to go north 
to Maine every year.  They’ve told us that 
they’ve been doing this since their oldest 
son, Ben, was 6 months old.  He’s older 
than that now, and over 6’ tall, so we think 
they’ve been doing this for a long time.  
They’ve been doing this since before they 
had dogs, which is something we can’t quite 
understand, and they used to go places and 
see things when they were on vacation, but 
now we take a real vacation, and stay home, 
taking turns making dinner, paddling around 
the lake, watching the moon come up, 
counting the stars in the night sky, playing 
board games and watching old movies.  
Well, our people watch old movies, we fall 
asleep on their feet.

We like these vacations a lot because 
nobody goes to work, and the whole family 

stays with us all the time.  We get a lot of 
extra attention and a “few” additional treats, 
so we definitely like this “vacation” thing.  
Our Dad told us that he thought you might 
like to hear about our summer vacation from 
our point of view, since he’s bored so many 
people with his stories and pictures.  This is 
how it went:

We woke up on a Saturday morning, and 
we knew things were different.  There were 
extra bags around, some full of clothes and 
others had food in them.  The ones with 
food in them were up on the table, and we 
couldn’t reach them.  Our Mom & Dad were 
busy filling up other bags, and Brendan 
woke up before noon, so we definitely knew 
something was different.  We had our usual 
breakfast though, but then they started 
putting all these bags in the cars.  Both of us 
have a few issues which make it difficult for 
us to get around now, so we both laid down 
in the kitchen and made everybody walk 
around and over us.  This means that we can 
usually find out what is happening.

Then, everybody brought all the bags out to 

the cars, and Dad brought us out back to do 
“our business”, he packed up some water for 
us and then next thing we knew, we were 
going out to the cars.  Mom didn’t come with 
us and we were told that she’d be taking a 
separate car because she had to go to the 
“airport”.  We got in the car and Brendan put 
our beds down in the back of the van so we 
had a comfortable place to sleep.  Next thing 
we knew, we were on our way.  This was 
exciting even though we weren’t real sure 
why Mom wasn’t coming with us.

The ride north wasn’t real exciting, except 
for the busy rest stop in Maine.  There 
were a LOT of other dogs up there and 
we wondered if they were also going on 
vacation.  We wanted to go talk to them 
because they looked friendly, but Dad 
reminded us that we were on a trip, so we 
needed to keep moving.  We barked “Bye, 
have a nice vacation!” and got in the van.  
Soon we were on the highway again and 
quickly having dreams about this vacation.  
Then the car turned and went down a 
bumpy road and then the car stopped and 
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On October 21st, we will be celebrating four months together with Zoey #5459 (formerly 
Shay). I hear that and think to myself, “four months, that’s it?” It feels like she’s been part 
of the family forever. Since day one, she has fit right in. When we took her home, she was 
a tiny little thing, much smaller than her doggie sister, Stella. Now she is definitely bigger 
than Stella at about thirty five pounds (and still growing). She still thinks she’s a little puppy 
and throws her weight around a lot, always body slamming things and whacking people 
with her very happy tail. She’s learned her basic commands and makes a great hiking 
buddy! She’s proven to be very athletic so I think our next project is agility class. She’s also 
an expert at throwing her own toys. It’s actually quite impressive when she can throw them 
across the room or even up onto the counter top. The puppy in her still loves collecting 
all the acorns that have fallen this season…I can’t wait to see what she thinks of the snow 
when winter comes around. I bet she’ll love fetching snow balls! Thank you YGRR for 
allowing us to adopt our little Zoey!

 
- Josh H. & Lucas C.

Zoey came to YGRR at the age of 3 months from the southern U.S.
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Very happy Zoey!

2017 TRee oF Golden liGhT
Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue invites you 
to pay tribute to a special Golden or loved 
one by making a contribution for a star on 
our 2017 Tree of Golden Light.

Your $10 donation places a simple, 
handmade star-shaped ornament, 
personalized with your message, on the 
Christmas tree in the foyer of our kennel 
building. Donations to the Tree of Golden 
Light will help to pay for veterinary care for 
the Goldens awaiting adoption at Riverview.

Order through http://www.ygrr.org/store   or 
call 978-568-9700 X112

SKU: STAR        $10
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Hi Devon,

We had a great evening with Todd, Formerly King, YGRR #5472 . He woke me up about 3 
hours after lights out, I think he was just checking to see if I was still there. We got up and 
went for a quick outside, but then he slept (snored and grunted) the rest of the night. lol. 
He ate all his food at each feeding, and I’ve been rewarding him with small training treats 
and “good boy” all day.

He was a champ all day. I bought a 30’ leader and he was great. He followed me 
everywhere with no complaints. He listened well to his name...he looks and acts like a Todd 
to me. We’ll see if it sticks...

Of course, he’s a rock star everywhere we go, and loves the attention. He genuinely seems 
so happy!!...and I am too!

I can’t thank you and YGRR enough!

Chris L.

Todd was age 9 when he arrived at YGRR from Turkey.
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Todd, ready for a boat trip.

HI Allyson,

After nearly 5 1/2 years, we had to let the Big Handsome Bailey, YGRR #4967 go yesterday.  
He’s been in declining health for the past few months, and his chiropractic visits have been 
helping less and less.  He was still happy, loved exploring outside, and still had a good 
appetite, but he’s had a lot more trouble with stairs, both up and down, has been having 
more trouble with level walking too and has started having more “accidents” in the house.  
The last two were the worst, and I think we could tell from the look on his face that he was 
embarrassed by it.  His eyesight was failing and his hearing was poor, although he could 
still hear me making him dinner, so I think his hearing loss was somewhat selective.

Five years ago when we first drove up the driveway at Riverview, we couldn’t believe what 
a beautiful place it was, AND that inside somewhere was the dog for us.  This may sound 
like a cliche, but when you brought him into the Home Simulation room, it really was love 
at first sight.  I have included a picture that was taken mere seconds after we met him for 
the first time.  I have also included a picture from his last trip to the lake in Maine.  This is 
one of the last pictures I have of him, and it is also of his “sister” Daisy, who came home 
after Bailey had already been with us, and grew to form an inseparable brother and sister 
team.  

Bailey was the most gentle creature I have ever met.  The only thing he did not like were 
small yappy dogs, but all he would do is bark once at them and then walk away.  The thing 
he loved more than anything was a small 3-4 year old child.  He would walk over to them, 
sit down and wait to be touched.  

We know how much he meant to you, and hope that everybody knows how much of an 
honor it was for us to take care of and love him.  He learned to swim, love a sister, try to 
make himself invisible whenever she got into mischief, sample the acorns in the back 
yard, go for car rides anywhere, meet new people, lay down in the middle of the kitchen 
floor while we made dinner, go for Home Visits, attend events for YGRR, make dog lovers 
out of people that were either scared of dogs or didn’t like dogs, beat thyroid cancer, and 
essentially do anything that we were going to do.  All he cared about was getting dinner 
and breakfast and being with us, no matter where we were, what we were doing or where 
we were going.  Even when we were at the doctors, people would come into the room to 
meet him.

The house is a little quieter without him here, but there is a new star in heaven looking 
over us.

Brian & Jeanne

Bailey came to YGRR at the age of 7.5 because his owner could no longer care for him.
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Bailey, you will live forever in our hearts.
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the engine turned off.  We both sat up, and 
then got out and saw the lake.  All of our 
memories came back, and we were excited 
that we were back at the lake.  We got out of 
the van, Brendan and Dad put everything in 
the house and we went inside.  Dad left to 
go do some “food shopping” and we decided 
to rest.  When we woke up, Mom was 
walking through the door and behind her 
was Ben and Rachel, who we hadn’t seen in 
a long time.  We decided that this was going 
to be the best week ever.  

The rest of the week went by very slowly.   
Dad would wake up, make something called 
“coffee” and then help us outside.  We don’t 
do well on stairs, but he’s figured out that 
shining a light on the stairs makes it less 
scary.  He’s also figured out how to help us 
up the stairs.  Then everybody else would 
eventually get up, and we’d eventually 
go down to the lake.  We’d spend most 
of the day down there, the people would 
be talking or paddling around, and we’d 
mostly be sleeping, or we’d walk over to 
the dock to see what was happening over 
there.  My brother Bailey doesn’t swim so 
well any more and I (Daisy) am what Dad 
calls a “Princess”.  I don’t think it’s ladylike 
to get soaking wet and instead I like to 
lounge around in the sun looking beautiful.  
Occasionally somebody would go out and 
pick up something to make for dinner, our 
people would have lunch, we’d manage to 
get a stray potato chip, and then we’d do the 
same thing in the afternoon that we did in 
the morning.  Occasionally, a neighbor’s dog 

would swim over to stay hi.  He’s younger 
and swims really well, but he also poops in 
our yard and my Dad has to clean it up.  He’s 
a nice guy, but he’s real active and we prefer 
a quieter life, so we don’t spend much time 
together.  Then somebody different would 
make a yummy dinner every night and we’d 
get a few “samples”.  We really like dinner 
up at the lake not just because of the free 
samples, but also because we usually ate 
outside, which meant that we didn’t have to 
go back up the stairs until later.

One night they got a fire going in the firepit 
and we fell asleep underneath their chairs 
next to the warm fire.  All the other nights, 
we’d go back up to the house, and they 
would all sit on the couch and watch an old 
movie.  We liked it a lot because we were 
all together, and both of us could sleep 
touching everybody.  

Then one morning, many of the bags 
that were packed to go up to Maine were 
starting to be packed again and we could 
tell that something was different.  We had 
to load the bags into the cars, put our beds 
back in the van, and then Ben & Rachel came 
over to give us hugs.  We like those a lot 
because they tend to last a long time and 
we can feel how much we are loved.  Ben 
& Rachel got in the car with Mom and they 
left us with Brendan and Dad.  They finished 
putting everything in the van, and then it 
was time for us to get back in.  They told us 
that we were going back home, which made 
us happy and sad at the same time.  We were 
happy because we like our home because 

its comfy, we have a nice back yard to roam 
around and sniff things in and we have a lot 
of beds to sleep on.  But at same time, we 
were sad because we like our time at the 
lake, especially because everybody is with us 
all the time.  Dad asked us if we’d like to go 
back to the same house next year, and we 
said yes, so he told us we’d definitely go back 
next year which made us very happy.

It didn’t seem to take as long to get home 
as it did to go up to Maine.  Dad said there 
is something called “traffic” and there was 
more of it on the way up.  We agreed that we 
liked less traffic, and that it was a much more 
comfortable ride when we were moving 
along the road and didn’t have to keep 
stopping.  We did stop once at a rest stop in 
“Massachusetts”, and we got out and said hi 
to a few other friendly dogs that we met.  We 
meet the nicest dogs on vacation and we 
think it would be cool if we could see them 
again.

Then we arrived home, climbed out of the 
van and remembered how much we love 
it here.  We know there are many other 
dogs who are in loving homes too, thanks 
to YGRR.  We know we love ours, especially 
when we are on vacation.  

Thanks for reading about our summer 
vacation, and we hope you enjoyed the 
story.  We sure enjoyed the vacation.

Post Script: Bailey passed over the Rainbow 
Bridge in September.
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come To The Guisachan GaTheRinG 
in The scoTTish hiGhlands

celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Golden Retriever breed!
July 13 to 22, 2018

f r i d ay,  J u ly  1 3

Fly from Boston to Aberdeen.

s a t u r d ay,  J u ly  1 4

The group will be met at the Aberdeen 
airport and be transported by motorcoach 
to Inverness for six nights at a deluxe hotel 
with daily breakfast.

M o n d ay,  J u ly  1 6

Full day touring Culloden, the location of the 
final confrontation of the Jacobite rising of 
145 and the subject of the film “Braveheart.” 
The tour will also include Urquhart Castle, 
Cawdor Castle and the Loch Ness Center and 
Exhibition.

t u e s d ay,  J u ly  1 7

Free time in the morning.  Roundtrip 
transfer to the Guisachan Gathering.  Let the 
celebration begin!

W e d n e s d ay,  J u ly  1 8

Full day at Guisachan, round trip transfer 
included.

t H u r s d ay,  J u ly  1 9

Free time in the morning.  Roundtrip transfer 
to the Guisachan Gathering. 

f r i d ay,  J u ly  2 0

Free time in the morning.  Roundtrip transfer 
to the Guisachan Gathering.

s a t u r d ay,  J u ly  2 1

Depart for Edinburg with sightseeing along 
the way. Lunch included.

s u n d ay,  J u ly  2 2

Full day Edinburg. Farewell dinner included.

M o n d ay,  J u ly  2 3

Transfer to Edinburg airport by motorcoach 
for our flight home.

t H e  G u i s a c H a n  s c H e d u l e :

Monday, July 16, 2018    
Afternoon - Welcome to Guisachan

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 
Morning  - Field Trial Demonstration and 
Training 

 Evening - Torchlight Procession and toast 
to Lord Tweedmouth

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
 Afternoon  - An afternoon with Friends of 

Guisachan 
 Evening - Dinner Dance
Thursday, July 19, 2018  

Afternoon - Gathering at Guisachan 
House 

 Evening - Evening Event

•		Other	touring	options	are	available	for	
those who may not want to attend all 
activities at Guisachan.

•		The	cost	for	this	group	trip	will	be	$3,365	
per person, based on double occupancy and 
20 travelers. A $250.00 deposit, per traveler 
will be required.

•		Those	who	are	interested	can	email	Jodi	
Nichols, YGRR Vice President at:
VicePresident@YGRR.org.

Come! Sit! Stay! 
Paws for fun in Scotland!

Proposed Itinerary:
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Devon,

I just thought I’d give you a quick update on Paris, YGRR #5480.  She is doing very well, 
settling down a bit and feeling very at home.  She is still a bit jumpy and mouthy, but I think 
less so than a few weeks ago.  A few observations... she doesn’t really like being out in the 
dark very much, I suspect it relates to being homeless in Turkey for a while. Also, we have 
signed her up for medical insurance.

Thanks,

Joe W.

Paris came to YGRR at the age of 3 from Turkey.
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Paris loves her chew toys.

Hello,

 Just wanted to send along an update on Mowgli, formerly Swanson, YGRR #5446. He’s all 
settled in and has had our friends’ dogs visit and share his space without much trouble. 
He responds very well to clicker training on the leash and hasn’t had a single accident or 
destructive incident. We can now play fetch with him off leash in our condo complex, he 
likes that.

We took him camping last weekend in Acadia! He had a blast exploring the woods and the 
water.

Best,

Pranit U.

Mowgli was 1 when he came to YGRR from the southern US.
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Dear Allyson and Devon,

Sophie here (YGRR #5414 – Soufflé or as Mom calls me Highgate’s Turkish Delight).  I have 
lots of exciting things happening but the most exciting is that I will be at the 2017 Golden 
Retriever Club of America National Specialty in Maryland and will participate in the Parade 
of Rescues on September 29th.  My friend Sandra told me to let you know.  I am so excited 
but I just do not know what to wear that day. Do I need a tiara?  Do I need a fascinator like 
the princesses in England?  If you have any suggestions of what I could wear so I can tell 
everyone that I am a special YGRR girl, I’d appreciate it.  Did you know that I am the 6th 
golden from YGRR that my Mom and Dad have adopted?  Do you prefer the fascinator or 
the tiara?

Wags and Kisses,

Sophie

Sophie came to YGRR from Turkey.
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Princess Sophie!

Mowgli, on his first trip to Maine.
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Dear YGRR,

 We lost Tucker, YGRR #4361, on July 6, 2017. This sweet boy lived almost 11 years. We enjoyed every 
day in our family lives together. Thanks to YGRR for getting us together when he was 4 months old. 
Every day was spent with fun, silliness and love.

Miss him like crazy as he took a piece of my heart with him. We had a good life together. 

Fondly, 

Deb S.

Tucker came to YGRR at the age of 4 months because the owner was moving.
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I am so sad to tell you that my sweet, wonderful, loving Rocky, YGRR #5264 passed on Sunday, August 
20th. In the spring, the doctor diagnosed him with vertigo. He seemed to recover and had a wonderful 
summer swimming in the pool and visiting family at West Hampton Beach. Unexpectedly, he began 
developing balance issues and muscle weakness.  On Sunday when he was unable to get up and walk, 
we knew it was time to give him peace. His demise was quick and without suffering. The ultimate 
diagnosis, on brain scan, was an aggressive brain tumor infiltrating to the spinal cord. Before he passed 
he made one more heroic move and stood and put his head in my lap.

I am so grateful for loving Rocky and for you and all the YGRR staff. When I am ready, I’m looking 
forward to becoming a fourth-time adopter.

Sincerely,

Audrey C.

Rocky came to YGRR at the age of 10 because his owner broke his back.
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Hope, YGRR #5491 has been settling in. She is such a sweet girl. She has been giving us 
lots of hugs. Hope seems to be doing well with the transition. She does go to another 
room when she feels anxious. 

Now, she is not playing with the tennis balls or socks I tied together. I figured she is 
getting used to her new environment and will enjoy the things she likes with time.  She 
slept through the night without any problems.

This morning we took her outside and got our first look at her “zoomies”. She is very fast 
and we especially liked the little hops and trotting she did as well. She is precious and 
such a gentle, loving girl - just like you said.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to give Hope a loving home. Take care and keep 
in touch!

Sincerely,

Jennifer, Cristian and Sebastian B.

Hope came to YGRR at the age of 3, as her family did not have enough time for her.
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Hope loves to be outside in her yard.
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Rescues FRom china
by allyson macKenna 

on, November 12, 2015, YGRR welcomed 
our first 3 Goldens from Turkey.  Since then, 
over 100 international dogs have found 
loving new homes here in New England.  As 
all of our adopters can attest, these dogs 
embody everything that is so special about 
our breed.  

We are excited to announce that YGRR is 
expanding our international rescue efforts 
to China.  Goldens are a popular breed in 
China and puppy mills are common.  Many 
Goldens are abandoned when their owners 
no longer want them.  These dogs end up as 
strays or in shelters, where adoption is rare.  
Some cities ban ownership of large dogs, 
and when an owner is caught with a large 
dog like a Golden, the dog is taken away 
and brought to a shelter, where euthanasia 
is the most likely outcome.  Goldens are also 
commonly found in meat markets, where 
some vendors prize them for their docile 
temperament.  Their love for and trust in 
people is used against them.  Every dog 
we bring to the United States is a life that 
is saved.  Our first dogs from China have 
been pulled from danger and are currently 
receiving the vet care they need prior to 
making the journey to Riverview.  We will 
keep you posted as we anxiously await their 
arrival.  

We are looking for volunteers who are flying 
from China to the east coast, preferably 
Boston or New York, who would be willing 
to escort dogs.  No dog handling skills are 
required, just a willingness to take a little 
extra time to bring the dogs’ paperwork 
through customs.  YGRR will pay for all 
the dogs’ expenses, but volunteers are 
responsible for their own ticket.  If your 
company regularly flies employees to China, 
please check if they would be willing to help.  
Please email volunteer@ygrr.org for more 
information.

Each international dog we save has high 
transport costs associated with bringing 
them to the United States.  We must pay 
for each dog’s medical care, which includes 
testing for diseases, vaccinations, spay/
neuter, and any other care the dog requires.  
We pay to board the dogs while they are 
observed to make sure they show no signs 
of illness and while we make arrangements 

for their flight.  We pay for their paperwork 
that allows them to travel out of their 
country and into the United States.  We pay 
for their crates and their transport.  Our 
cost per dog has averaged $2000.  Please 
consider a donation to our international 
transport fund to help us save as many of 
these deserving dogs as we can.  You are 
literally helping to save a life. 

We are often asked why we have expanded 
our rescue efforts to dogs in countries 
such as Turkey and China.  Over the past 
decade, the number of purebred Golden 
Retrievers in the United States who are in 
need of rescue has dropped dramatically.  
This is not just true in New England, but in 
every Golden Retriever Rescue across the 
country.  We will always be here for any 
Golden who needs us, in New England and 
anywhere else in this country.  We have also 
opened our doors to our “Golden-hearted” 
retriever mixes.  However, when we learned 
that Golden Retrievers were in danger, 
we couldn’t turn our backs on them just 
because they are in another country.  We 
have room at our facility.  We have adopters 
who are willing to take them into their 
hearts and homes.  Most importantly, we 
have a great devotion to our beloved breed.  
Look your own dog in the eyes and picture 
her in the horrible situation these dogs face.  
They don’t deserve to die alone and unloved, 
and with your help they won’t have to.  

Saving one dog will not change the world.  
But for that one dog, the world will be 
forever changed.
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G r a c i e  t H e  G o l d e n  p u p p y

5” sitting Gracie the stuffed Golden Retriever 
puppy is a dog little in size but BIG in 
personality and cuteness! Made of the 
softest plush and highest quality materials 
these mini pups are a must-have!

SKU: K18005  $8.00

Golden Goodies
Please visit www.ygrr.org for a sneak peek of the new items that are arriving daily!

s M a l l  H o o K e d  Wo o l  p i l l oW 

This wool hooked pillow is just the right 
size for a small space. Featuring a green 
background, a Golden Retriever dressed in 
a Christmas hat is the focal point. Measures 
12×8, with a velveteen zipped back.

SKU: H18003  $20   

G i V e  t H a n K s  d o G  c o o K i e

Time to give thanks to our furry friends for 
always being there for us! They will definitely 
enjoy this 6-inch dog cookie made with love 
and wholesome ingredients.

SKU: X18019  $5.50 

u n i s e x  p u l l o V e r  H o o d i e  s W e at s H i rt

Classic 100% cotton garment-washed 
baseball cap. Attractively embroidered with 
YGRR and a Golden on the front, this cap also 
has an adjustable leather strap for a perfect 
fit. Unisex style and sizing, 100% nylon lining 
available in Teal, Black, or Khaki/Charcoal

SKU: C18005  $22.00

y G r r  e M B r o i d e r e d  B a s e B a l l  c a p

50% cotton, 50% polyester pullover 
sweatshirt with the YGRR embroidered logo. 
Pocket in front and hooded. Available in size 
S,M,L,XL,XXL.

SKU: C18052  $39.99

*Please note: We have a new website. Old links are 
no longer valid. Please go directly to www.ygrr.org, 
and click on the “Store” link at the top of the page. 
From there, you will find drop-down menus for the 
different store categories. Happy Shopping!



G o l d e n  T i m e s 2 0 1 7  V o l u m e  i i i

Hey there, ALL – 

He is known as TAFFY, YGRR #5473 (for obvious Turkey reasons). He almost immediately 
recognized this name and is doing splendidly. No problems on the way home in the car. 
Tore around the 3 acres with Pumpkin. Shared dinner side by side. No house accidents. 
And slept on the bed with us the first night onward. They are old souls reunited. Simply 
blissful. Here’s a pic of them tugging of war over a frisbee.

Interestingly, when I am in the pool, he shows no desire to come join me, even though he 
was described as an avid swimmer. I repeatedly show him the stair exits, and he has a little 
curiosity but no desire so far. Fine with me, he’s having a blast and is such a great cuddler 
and is totally comfortable in the car. What a gift!! –

 Yours, with enormous gratitude for your efforts –

 Jamie, Pumpkin and Taffy M.

Taffy came to YGRR at the age of 1 from Turkey.
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Taffy, playing with Pumpkin.
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Hi Allyson and Devon,

Murphy (formerly Seamus, YGRR #5469) is settling in well.  We’re on day three, and he’s 
panting a lot less already.  He and Josey are figuring out their respective places: she 
halfheartedly tried to hump him, but he used language and she immediately backed off; 
he gave her a play bow and she ignored him so he went off to play with a ball; she got too 
near his kong that he had left alone for an hour with a few pieces of kibble left and he used 
language so she backed off.

We’re really supervising the food and treat situation; no problems with meals (they eat in 
separate rooms), and he’s been great about both having small treats right next to each 
other (gives the Elvis one-sided lip lift for a treat), and the second kong went fine.

We also started him on clicker training, working on sit and short stays.

Josey has been moving around a lot more, which is great.  She wants to go out every time 
he does; she really doesn’t want to miss anything.  We’ve also been spending alone time 
with her (took her swimming for an hour today), and have left him for short periods of time 
alone in the house and he’s been fine.

He’s a hoot; can’t wait to see how his personality comes out once he’s totally settled.

Thanks again for helping us find a new friend for Josey; we love him already!

Elana and Dan and Josey and Murphy P.

Murphy came to YGRR at the age of 10 as an owner surrender due to moving.
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Hi! Are we ready to go out?

Hi Devon,

Diesel is VERY talented.  He can now get up to THREE (3) binkies in his mouth @ one time.

Other than his excessive barking @ other dogs, he IS just the BEST.

Thanks again for getting him to us.

Bill & Mary C.

Diesel came to YGRR at the age of 8 because the owner had too many dogs.
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Diesel says you can never have enough toys!
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Hi Devon,

Thank you and Lindsay so much for your help last Thursday!  Coda, YGRR #5481 is doing 
well and is settling in nicely.  It is hard to believe that he hasn’t even been here for a full 
week, because it feels like he has been with us forever.  To say that we love him already 
would be an understatement.  He is such a special boy and has brought some much-
needed comic relief to our household.  He is so smart, SO funny, loves to cuddle, is the 
biggest beggar that I have ever met, barely ever barks, and loves his walks and routine.  
He is awesome with Zoe and vice versa and I think that he and Cago are growing fonder 
of each other by the day.  We had to leave him alone for the first time on Tuesday for 
about two hours, separated from Cago by a baby gate.  We set up a camera to see how 
he would do, and he just laid right down and took a nap.

Thank you to everyone at YGRR for letting us bring this big love bug home with us and 
into our family. 

Kristin P.

Coda, 10, arrived at YGRR as an owner surrender.
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Is that for me? 

Hi Devon,

Here are a few pictures of Mavis, YGRR #5470 (now named Maddie) enjoying life in her 
new home. She has been having so much fun on her walks and play dates with our grand-
dog Penny. They are becoming best friends. Maddie has lots of toys and gets yummy 
treats every day. We are just crazy about her. The whole family is enjoying playing and 
snuggling with her. This week the plan is to teach her how to get out of the pool using the 
stairs and working on paw. We will keep you updated and send pictures. Thank you for 
matching us with this adorable little dog.

Sincerely,

Ann, Tom, and Colleen M.

Maddie arrived at YGRR at the age of 1 from Turkey.
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Sweet Maddie.

Hi Allyson,

Yesterday we celebrated Chance’s 4 year adoptaversary/birthday (YGRR #5045). He had 
special treats, doggie ice cream, balloons and presents. Chance loved every minute of it 
and was smiling ear to ear. He’s such a good boy! Here are a couple of pictures...

Kristen S.

Chance came to YGRR at the age of 10 because the dogs in the house were territiorial and 
could not afford to care for him.
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Happy Adoptaversary, Chance!!!
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TRicKs oF The TRade 
(ThaT eveRYone should Know):

how to Properly Greet a dog!  by devon spirka

we all know just how hard it is to see a dog 
out for a walk on the street and NOT say 
hello! It’s an almost impossible task for most 
dog lovers! But how lucky are we that many 
of the strange dogs we say hi to are actually 
okay with it!? Let me tell you; we are VERY 
lucky! Dogs must live in a human’s world 
24/7. They learn how to sit on cue because 
we want them to, they ride in cars because 
we like to take them places, and they even 
go into stores FULL of things they would 
love to eat and are expected not to eat any 
of it! Craziness!

So how does this tie into properly greeting 
a strange dog? Well, for one little moment, 
the moment when you want to say hello to 
that strange dog, if we all do this properly, 
we can be a part of a DOG’S world. We love 
them SO much we should be able to grant 
them the space and respect they deserve by 
greeting them the proper way, right?!

I want you to imagine something. Imagine 
a complete stranger. One that is much 
taller than you. They see you and they 
start running over to you, staring at you on 
their way, leaning and looming over top 
of you, reaching over and sticking their 
hand right in your face, rubbing your head, 
or even giving you a kiss or a hug! Now, I 
can’t speak for everyone, but I’m pretty sure 
most humans would be ready to have a few 
words with that stranger or even get a little 
physical. Dogs are no different! That’s scary 
stuff! Dogs just tolerate it better than us 
humans can, and that’s why I say, WE ARE 
LUCKY!

When properly greeting a dog, I want you to 
remember this one metaphor. Pretend there 
is one big and blinding spotlight on your 
chest and one on your forehead. You never 
want to blind any dog with those spotlights!

To greet a dog correctly:  

1. ASK the owner from a distance if you can 
say hi! Maybe they don’t want you to!  

2. Squat down lower with your body 
sideways to the dog and not looking directly 
at the dog (not blinding them with your 
spotlights!)  

3. Hold your hand out flat and allow the dog 
to approach you! You don’t want to squat 
down inches away from the dog and give 
them no choice. Give them a foot or two of 
space and they will come over to say hi if 
they want to. If not, that’s okay!  

4. If the dog does approach your hand for a 
sniff, you can pet them under their chin or 
cheek and resist the urge to reach on top 
of their head. PLEASE don’t hug or kiss the 
dog. They don’t know you and we are lucky, 
remember?! 

You can practice this with your own dog 
first, even though it might not work if they 
are the type to run and jump into your lap 
since they already know you! So next time 
you see a dog that you’d like to say hello to, 
remember that by greeting them properly, 
you are only making the experience more 
enjoyable for the dog, and that’s the LEAST 
we can do for this animal that gives us so 
much each and every day!
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so manY waYs To donaTe!

Enrolling in a Monthly Pledge Plan allows you to donate as little  as $10 per month. Simply choose your amount and add your information. The 
online process is quick and easy! The direct link to monthly donations is ygrr.org/product/monthly-pledge-plan/. Follow these easy steps to set 
up your pledge. 

M o n t H ly  p l e d G e  p l a n

W o o f t r a x . c o M

Go to WoofTrax.com, download the app, 
and support YGRR every time you walk your 
dog. Don’t just take your dog for a walk… 
Take your Walk for a Dog! 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue whenever 
you shop on AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile 
is the same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service. 
Support YGRR  by starting your shopping at 
smile.amazon.com. 

Ways to Use iGive:
•	Clicking	on	a	store	link	directly	from	iGive.com	or	iGive.

com/mobile sites. (Must be logged in)
•	Installing	the	iGive	Button	and	shopping	online	as	you	

normally would (for more info: iGive Button - How It Works)
•	Shopping	via	the	iGive	App	for	iPhone,	iPad	or	Android	(visit	

the App Store and search “iGive” - free)
•	Shopping	through	links	in	the	iGive	member	Newsletters
•	For	faster	shopping,	create	your	own	list	of	favorite	stores	on	your	iGive	

member home page under My Stores.

YGRR receives a percentage of each 
sale placed through the i-give website 
or app.

s M i l e . a M a z o n . c o M i G i V e . c o M
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Hi Allyson,

I hope this finds you well. It is with a broken heart that I write to tell you that Nilla, YGRR #5059 
passed away on Monday, August 7th at Noon. Our sweet girl had a rough summer. On June 
27th, she didn’t want to eat her breakfast (Very unusual for her). Thinking she had an upset 
stomach, I made rice and chicken for dinner. She ate it but throughout the next day or two; I knew 
something was off. After multiple trips to the Vet over the course of a 2+ week period and treating 
her for different possibilities, The Vet redid her blood panel and x-rays from the initial visit and 
discovered her liver enzymes were off the charts and she had an aggressive lymphoma impacting 
her liver and putting pressure on her stomach and intestines that was not visible on the first x-ray. 
Through it all, she remained her sweet, loving self but her decline was rapid. We slowed life down 
and surrounded her with even more love and affection. We walked around the yard a lot and laid 
in the shade a lot with her…. (she loved her belly rubs!)  She passed away very peacefully and 
surrounded by the people who adored her. 

Nilla was the sweetest dog and brought so much love and fun to our lives. We miss her terribly. 
Our home is not the same without her. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to love and be 
loved by her. 

I hope everything is great at YGRR. 

Take care, Liz C.

Nilla came to YGRR at the age of 5.5 because her family did not have enough time for her.
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Hi Devon,

I want to give you an extended update but haven’t been able to find quite enough time 
for a long email.  For now, let us say that we are so grateful. We love Cookie, YGRR #5412!  
She’s so cheerful and such a wonderful loving pooch.  The last 2 nights we’ve finally hit 
our stride with walks around the neighborhood. Early on she was timid to move further 
than a block beyond our house. The Easy Walk harness has made an incredible difference. 
She’s heeling perfectly! along with her feeling more comfortable, now that she’s been 
here nearly 3 weeks.

We have things we need to work on, but all will work out I’m sure. It will be good to get 
her into a training situation so we can maximize all her incredible, stellar qualities!

This is a process! Our first rescue love.  We adore having her here and look forward to 
many years with Cookie!

With gratitude,

Julie S. 

Cookie came to YGRR at the age of 1 from the southern U.S.
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Cookie’s smile
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Hi,

It’s been awhile since I wrote to bring you up-to-date on Lucy, YGRR #5335. But, today 
- August 8th - is the 1-year anniversary of Lucy’s adoption and what a great year it has 
been!

Lucy has assumed her rightful position in the center of our lives. She is our constant 
companion. Her favorite day is Monday when we all return to work after a quiet weekend 
and she can look forward to attention from all her co-workers, biscuits from the UPS 
delivery man and a few too many treats covertly handed to her under a desk. And, at the 
end of a long workday, she always enjoys a long walk with her older sister, Lily.

Lucy has recovered from her operation, and all signs (no heat) point to a successful 
outcome. Her heart is regularly monitored by our vet who tells us that her condition 
appears stable. We will know more in December 5th when she sees the cardiologist for 
her follow-up echocardiogram. But we, including Lucy’s doctors, are all optimistic that 
we will enjoy a good number of years together.

We so love having Lucy in our lives and again we thank you so much for entrusting us 
with her care.

All the best,

Jon & Irene V.

Lucy came to YGRR from Turkey.
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Lucy, relaxing on her stairs.

Hi Lindsay,

Thanks for checking in!  I was holding off until Levi, YGRR #5371 had a regular recheck with 
our vet so I could get his current weight.  We went yesterday, and he’s down to 82 pounds!  
When Yankee took him in last October, he weighed 130, and was down to 120 when we 
brought him home and took him to our vet.  Our vet says he’s perfect, and she’s right.  
He’s a complete sweetheart, very happy and energetic now thanks to diet, thyroid meds, 
and exercise with his two buddies, Nica (our 11-year-old golden) and Ruby (our 4-year-
old Golden/Bernese Mountain mix).  I’ve attached a photo of all three together—Levi is 
standing in front.

He is a real gift!  Many thanks to YGRR!

Best,

George O. & Debra C.

Levi came to YGRR at the age of  6 because his owner was moving.
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Levi, Nica and Ruby 

Hi Devon,

Doodles, YGRR #5251 earned his Canine Good Citizen status tonight.

He’s come a long way in nine months. I am so proud of him!

Thanks to YGRR for my great dog!

Margo Y.

Doodles came to YGRR at the age of 6 years as a stray.
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Congratulations, Doodles! We are so proud!
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Note from the Editor:  Selected letters are printed as they are received and we regret that we 
are not able to print all of them.  We love to hear from you so please keep those letters coming!  
All correspondence becomes part of the adopted dog’s permanent file at Riverview.

We absolutely love Duncan, YGRR#5441(by the way after trying out the name Turk we 
decided that Duncan was a better fit for him) he easily adjusted to our family life and 
Vermont. He has a little sister named Luna who keeps him playing and energetic and 
teaches him to do some things he had never done before. For instance, he never swam in 
a lake and was a little nervous at first. Another thing he had never done was to go down 
a full flight of steep stairs. Here are some pictures that you might enjoy. Special thanks to 
Lindsey who was there on the day of our adoption

Hugs to everyone there at YGRR

Dianne, Kyler, Reid, Luna and Duncan L.

Duncan came to YGRR at the age of 2 from Turkey.

leTTeRs FRom adoPTeRs
July through september, 2017

Hi Devon,

I want to check in to tell you that Sandy, YGRR#5438 is doing very well and loving 
life.  She has been so incredibly well behaved and loves absolutely everyone.  She has 
brought so much happiness to our home and it seems like every day Sandy seems to 
be more and more happy.  We just enrolled her in doggy obedience classes to learn her 
name and some basic commands, given she doesn’t speak a lick of English.  She goes 
to a family friend to train with Goldens who were bread to help duck hunt (VERY WELL 
TRAINED), so she has taken cues from them.... she also loves the doggy pool that they 
get to relax in. 

 We recently took her up to New Hampshire to Lake Sunapee for some beach time and 
swimming... she loved it!  She rides very well in the car and loves the sun roof.  Our 
nieces and nephews love the dog and she loves them just as much.  She has earned the 
nick name “Sweet Girl” Sandy amongst our family because she loves to snuggle up and 
be pet.  She has also made some doggy friends, particularly another Golden named 
Bear!  It’s also amazing that she rarely barks or creates any fuss what so ever.... she is 
absolutely the best dog!

 We have also been taking her on longer and longer walks to shed some pounds.  It’s 
been a slow but successful strategy so far.  

John M.

Sandy came to YGRR at the age of 8 from Turkey.

Rainbow indicates 
memorial photos
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Duncan and Luna, best friends forever!

Sandy celebrating her first July 4th in America.
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Hi Devon: 

Nice to hear from you, things are great. Roxy and Bella, YGRR #5466 (now Oakley) have 
gotten along since day one.  They are very compatible, both like to sleep and go for their 
walks. Neither are possessive about food or toys. There has been no need for a crate. They 
are very respectful of one another. It didn’t take long for Oakley to fit into the family! 

Best, 

Barbara E.

Oakley came to YGRR at the age of 4 because her owner did not have enough time for her.
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Oakley, first day home.

Hi All,  

I remember when we adopted Camden (Logan, #5322), we were asked to send a picture 
after the first year. Here it is!

We can’t believe it has been year already. This is a picture of Camden on her favorite rock 
at the park where she gives high fives. She starts each day with a two mile walk around the 
park where everyone we meet greets her. She comes home, has breakfast, and then does 
two more miles around the neighborhood. Everyone knows and greets her. She is a doll 
that gets along great with our two cats. She is a Turkish rescue who will be two on October 
2. We love her!!!

Thanks so much

Deb K.

Camden arrived at YGRR at the age of 1 from Turkey.

a
u

Gu
sT

Hi Devon, Allyson & Christy,

Jessie, YGRR #5449 and Jake’s, YGRR #5448, first day in Western Mass was great. We had a 
short meet and greet sessions with our two grandchildren (21 & 13) that went very well - 
Jessie and Jake were extremely well behaved and very friendly. The day was relatively quiet 
from the human standpoint, but it was obviously stressful for the dogs as they explored 
their new home and yard extensively as we tried hard to reassure them that everything will 
be OK. Jessie already knows where the chipmunks hide!

Jake seems to accept the new surroundings a bit more easily than Jessie and it’s interesting 
to observe how close they really are. The overnight went very well; both settled in on their 
new dog beds, close to their humans, and seemed to rest comfortably. They did react to 
some foxes vocalizing outside and to the neighbor’s dog barking early, but that is to be 
expected. We will work to help them understand that warning barks are very acceptable 
but that excessive barking is not - we think that effort will work better as they come to 
understand they are really “at home”.

Evening and morning feeding went well for Jake - he seems very hungry and finished his 
cup of food at each meal very fast. Jessie is a bit more tentative and only ate part of her 
meal at each feeding, so we will watch that closely. We certainly want Jake to lose a bit of 
weight so will see if he will be interested in some vegetables. He did try a crunchy carrot 
today, but has no interest in green beans yet - he carried one in his mouth for a while earlier, but his expression indicated it 
was NOT going to become a favorite treat.

THANKS, also, to everyone who helped make this match possible - it is really rewarding to have two dogs in our home again.

Sincerely,

Mary & Phil W. 

Jake, 8 years, and Jessie, 10 years, came to YGRR because their owner was moving.
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Jake and Jessie, loving their yard.

Camden smiling for the camera.
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Dear Allyson:

It breaks my heart to tell you that we had to say goodbye to our precious Striper, YGRR 
#5077 a few weeks ago.  Over the years, with the help of everything veterinary medicine 
had to offer, he had battled through various medical problems.  But, in February, at the 
age of 15, he was diagnosed with an inoperable tumor in his chest.  All his vets told us he 
would have about 2 months.  He lived for 5 months because he knew how hard it would 
be for all of us to lose him.  

I’ve had 16 wonderful dogs over my lifetime, 6 of those golden retrievers, and one of 
those sweet goldens (Whether #5025) is sitting beside me as I write this.  She would be 
the first to agree when I say I have never even met a dog as amazing as Striper let alone 
be blessed to have had him be part of our family for the past 4 years.  Striper was beautiful 
both inside & out. The word I use most often to describe him is “joyful.”   Not only was 
he full of joy, but he brought joy to everyone he met.  People & animals were drawn to 
him.  Striper never just walked into a room, he strutted in, head held high, tail wagging, 
knowing someone’s day just got better by having him there.  Every one of my days was 
made better by him & not a day went by that he didn’t make me laugh out loud.

We had Whether for a year before Striper.  Although she got along well with her last 
brother, when she met Striper it was love at first sight.  They played together like puppies 
& Whether couldn’t walk by Striper without kissing him. Whether had obviously been 
trained by her original owner not to go upstairs to their bedroom.  We tried unsuccessfully 
for a year to get her to come up to bed with us.  The first day we had Striper & he went 
upstairs to bed, she went bounding up the stairs after him rather than be apart from him.  
I’ve always had multiple dogs, but have never seen two dogs more bonded than Whether 
& Striper.  

At night, Striper didn’t just sleep on our bed, he slept in the middle of our bed with his 
head on one of our pillows.  I always felt like the lucky one when it was my pillow he 
chose.  When I’d open my eyes in the morning the first thing I would see was his beautiful 
face & then be given a good morning kiss.  No better way to start a day!

I took Striper many times into a rehab facility where Joe was recuperating from knee 
replacement surgery.  One day the physical therapist invited Striper & me into the exercise 
room with a group of patients there because she said, “A little Striper therapy is better 
than anything I can offer.”  Striper went from patient to patient and make each one of 
them smile.

A young family moved into the house across the street from us.  Their 7-year old daughter 
was very afraid of dogs.  She’d run as far as possible when she just saw me walking them.  
Slowly she got used to seeing them & then patting them.  Then, whenever she saw us, 
she’d come running over & put her arms around Striper’s big beautiful head.  Recently 
at school her teacher asked, “If you could have 100 of anything, what would it be?”  Her 
answer was, “100 Stripers.”

My friend & fellow golden owner described Striper as my, “once-in-a-lifetime dog” & she 
was so right.  I have loved them all with my whole heart, but, there was a different & 
deeper connection with Striper that can’t be put into words.  

We are forever grateful to you for the gift of Striper -

Susan, Joe, & Whether

Striper came to YGRR at the age of 11 because his owner was moving.
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Handsome Striper, sadly missed.
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Hi Devon,

Kensie, YGRR #5467 is resting comfortably at my feet. She was on her bed most of the 
evening, but a few fire crackers went off and she didn’t seem to like that.

She did quite well outside today, just walking around sniffing. Other than that, she’s 
been sleeping on her bed. She must like the quiet (except when I’m yelling into the 
phone to my Dad, “Hang up the phone!” which happens every time we talk). I was 
singing along to 60’s music on the way back in the car, and she found that entertaining. 
She was very good about staying in the back. Yay!

Jennifer A.

Kensie was 11 years old when she came to YGRR due to her owner moving.
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Kensie, office assistant!

Hello, Allyson and friends at YGRR,

I write to let you know that my wonderful Goldie, Nugget (YGRR #5012) had to be put to 
sleep on July 6th after being diagnosed with widespread cancer in her lungs. I adopted 
her in December 2012 at the age of almost six to keep my senior Golden Parker (YGRR 
#4375) - and me - company.

The neighborhood children called her “Nuggie” and she loved greeting adults, toddlers, 
children and every stranger with a wagging tail, a smile and frequently a lick or two. On 
our daily walks through the grounds of the nearby Newton-Wellesley Hospital we had to 
stop by the three locations where staff members kept dog biscuits at the ready. She was a 
true ambassador for what makes goldens so beloved.

Nugget loved to swim in rivers and ponds, and to go for car rides, even it if was only to 
go to the vet. Unfortunately, she never accomplished her goal of catching any of our 
neighborhood squirrels.

My children and I have cared for six YGRR Goldens over the past 24 years, and all have 
been wonderful, each with his or her own personality, quirks, likes and dislikes. Although 
Nugget only shared my home for about five and a half years, they were truly wonderful 
years. I know her previous owners loved her deeply, and it makes things somewhat easier 
to know that throughout her life, Nugget was surrounded by people who cared for and 
loved her, and gave her back the joy and love that she gave them.

My sincere thanks for all that YGRR has done for so many deserving dogs.

Dana J.

Nugget came to YGRR at the age of 6 because her owner did not have time for her.
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Nugget, gone but not forgotten.
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Devon, Lindsey, Allyson & crew,

Nico, YGRR #5475 Update: He was very good on the long 4-hour ride home, lots of traffic. 
He is great outdoors, walks well on a leash. He has gone on several walks and a hike 
in the woods. His indoor skills will need some fine tuning. I think he is really 7 months 
and not 7 years old. He enters the family room by jumping over the back of couch and 
landing on the couch. We will be working on this dramatic entrance.  He is the true 
energizer bunny. My puppies never had this much energy and height, boy can he jump.

He loves his toys and especially his balls. He and Rusty are doing well together so far. 
They have played some, but for the most part, they are allowing each other to be and 
play with any toys without issue. They did have a few good runs around the house 
chasing each other. What an adventure this will be!

Lori T. 

Nico came to YGRR at the age of 7 from Turkey.
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Nico says you can never have enough tennis balls!

Hi Devon, 

It’s been a little over 2 months since Deuce, formerly YGRR #5434 Jake, joined our family 
and we all are enjoying him as much as he is enjoying our active lifestyle. He’s become a 
beach dog, loves or taking walks on the town board walk piers near the salt water marshes!  
On the beach he loves to fetch tennis balls, throw after throw and brings them right back 
for more. He can do this for hours! 

At home he walks the neighborhood with our “pack” of dogs and fits in beautiful with all 
the other Golden Retrievers or black/yellow labs. He enjoys fetch with the tennis ball in our 
back yard and at night snuggling with family in the evening. 

He is an absolute love! 

Wishing you well at YGRR. 

Kelly, Charlie, Anna and JJ S., (Deuce too)

Deuce arrived at YGRR at the age of 4 due to his owner’s allergies.
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Deuce enjoys day trips to the beach.

Another great week with Clyde, YGRR #5475 - he met his cousin dog, Maya, and went on 
a long walk today with Delilah, my friend’s lab - happy to say that all three are rescues!  
He behaved like a gentleman with both, but hasn’t quite warmed up to the other 
younger male dogs on our street yet.

We have a fenced in baseball field right next door to us and Clyde loves being off leash 
and retrieving the tennis ball there - he’s fast! He enjoys hanging out with the boys at the 
pool - he hasn’t jumped in yet, but he did dip his paws into the water at the harbor the 
other day and I think he would have happily gone for a swim if I had let him.

We have had several people comment that he looks like a duck tolling retriever, just 
as Lindsay had mentioned when we met her at YGRR.  Clyde is happy and adjusting so 
nicely to life with us. Thanks again.

Lisa R.

Clyde came to YGRR at the age of 4 from the southern U.S.
Clyde, enjoying his beautiful garden.
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Hi Devon,

It’s been one week since we have had Molly (formerly YGRR #5439 Cindy.) She is doing 
exceptionally well. She is sleeping with us upstairs at night. She loves her bed there. 
She’s up in the morning once we get up and knows the routine to go right out. She’s 
very smart. She has no problem with eating her new food. She also likes most vegetables 
and seasonal fruit. We are working on walking beside us which she is doing better at 
not playing with her leash as she walks.  She is attached to Tom and sits by him once he 
is home and especially outside while he reads. Her coat is coming in nicely and has no 
problem with me brushing her. In fact I have to dry her with a beach towel and cover 
her totally and she just stays there while I wipe the rain drops off. It’s funny she will sit 
next to you and talks to you to let you know she is there and to pat her.  I have left her 
this week to roam the kitchen area due to appointments and when I come home she is 
happy to see me. We just love having her. We think she has been in some sort of house 
setting since she has adapted so quickly. Will update you again soon. We are taking her 
to the Vet in Marblehead to establish her soon. 

Thanks again to you and your staff for allowing us to adopt her. 

Paula and Tom M.

Molly arrived at the age of 6 from Turkey.
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Molly taking a well-deserved nap.

Dear Allyson,

It is with an extremely heavy heart that we had to put Willow, YGRR #5168 down 
yesterday.  She had many issues that she dealt with amazingly well but the worst was the 
arthritis in her back legs.  She was getting weaker and losing the sensation to her legs.  We 
think it was neurological and or maybe a tumor pressing on the spinal cord.  If a tumor 
was the case she just wasn’t strong enough to recover from surgery.  She went downhill 
very quickly and just could not stand or hold herself up.  We did everything we possibly 
could for her but just couldn’t fix the last issue.  She was almost 12&1/2 and we had her for 
just shy of 3 years.  We know she had the best 3 years of her life with us.  She is our sweet 
angel as was Cashmere.  We are so glad we had both girls in our lives.  They brought us so 
much joy.  The house is horribly empty without her even though Harry and Leo are doing 
their best to keep us going.  She will forever be a part of us.

Mary & Rick 

Willow came to YGRR at the age of 9 because her owner got evicted.
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Willow left pawprints on our hearts.




