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PResidenT’s leTTeR
by brian Kling

Dear Friends,

I hope that you have been enjoying summer 
and have been able to spend time with those 
that you love, especially your four-legged 
family members.  As always, we’ve been busy 
since the last time I wrote, and I am overdue 
for an update.

We recently held our auction at the 
Boxborough Regency and it was a real 
pleasure to meet many of you in person.  
The support that we received, both in 
the wonderful bidding and attendance 
for the event was outstanding.  The number of volunteers who worked on the event was 
overwhelming, but the dedication and devotion of these wonderful people helped to make this 
a success.  What definitely made this successful was your willingness to “bid high and often”.  We 
are planning on holding next years Auction in the same location, on April 28, 2018.  Check out 
our website for details.

We participated recently in the annual Whisker Walk, and this was also a big success.  There were 
many people walking their dogs for a good cause in person, but this year we added in virtual 
walkers.  This proved to be a success and, thanks to your generosity, we raised even more to 
support the Goldens.

We continue to bring over more dogs from Turkey.  As of this writing, more than 80 dogs. Most 
of them have already been placed in loving homes.  We will be continuing with this program, 
although it is expensive. We believe the cost is worth it.  We continue to look for dogs closer to 
home and have brought in some mixes, who are also in loving homes, thanks to our amazing 
adoption department.

We recently held a very successful “Help Me Home” event at Riverview, where we showed off 
some of our longer-term residents.  The response that we received was very positive and some 
of the residents that we featured have already found their way home.  This is yet another way we 
are trying new and innovative ideas here to make our organization better.  

As I am writing this, we are preparing to head to New York City to participate in Broadway Barks.  
As you may be aware, we lost our long-time friend, Mary Tyler Moore recently.  Mary had started 
this event, with her friend Bernadette Peters.  Bernadette personally invited us to attend this 
event, so we happily agreed.

Please be sure to be on the lookout for our upcoming Annual Appeal letter in the mail soon.  
This is one of our largest fundraisers of the year, and is a good way for you to directly help us 
continue with our mission to help as many dogs as possible.  As always, we sincerely appreciate 
your support since we could not do this without you.

An event to look forward to is our upcoming Open House, held at our home, Riverview.  We 
held an Open House last year and it was an overwhelming success.  We had many more people 
than we expected, and the comments were very positive, so we will be holding this event again.  
Look for more details soon on our website for a date and details.

In Golden Spirit,
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adoPTion news
Placements:  april through June, 2017

Abigail 5431 F 1 year Southern Transfer/ACO Pickup Holly and Larry W.

Adele 5438 F 8 years Turkish Rescue  John M.

Basil 5426 F 8 years Owner Moving Doug and Dianne F.

Cheyenne 5447 F 11 years Owner Moving Francis and Frederica P.

Chloe 5410 F 4 years Southern Transfer Barbara and Whitey H.

Chuck 5396 M 8 years Found Stray/Local Transfer Michael M. and Weatherly C.

Crackers 5422 M 8 years Owner Moving Jaye and Stacy V.

Denny 5440 M 3 years Turkish Rescue  Deborah L.

Diesel 5452 M 8 years Owner Too Many Dogs Bill and Mary C.

Duncan 5441 M 2 years Turkish Rescue  Dianne L.

Duncan 5450 M 5 months Owner’s Personal Health Charles and Eileen S.

Gabbie 5437 F 3 years Turkish Rescue  Ami D.

Jake 5434 M 4 years Owner Allergies Charles and Kelly S.

Jenny 5442 F 2 years Turkish Rescue  Tracy F.

Jimi 5433 M 8 years Owner Moving Joe and Diane C.

Jude 5436 M 3 years Turkish Rescue  John and Valerie S.

Kendra 5443 F 3 years Turkish Rescue  Nancy K.

Kopuk 5435 F 8 years Turkish Rescue  Pam and Sandy L.

Leo 5425 M 2 years Owner Moving Doug and Dianne F.

Logan 5444 F 6 years Turkish Rescue  Jon and Kim N.

Molly 5390 F 8 years Southern Transfer Nancy A.

Peaches 5411 F 2 years Southern Transfer Michael and Stephanie O.

Peanut 5413 F 1 year Southern Transfer Chris and Barbara P.

Portie 5427 M 1 year Jamaican Transfer Chris and Judy G.

Ritzy 5391 M 9 years Southern Transfer Nancy A.

Sam 5432 M 3 years Owner’s Personal Health Howard and Wendy S.

Sami 5461 F 4 months Southern Transfer Lou and Alison K.

Shay 5459 F 4 months Southern Transfer Lindsay H.

Walker 5445 M 5 years Rescue Transfer Kenneth and Marilyn B.

 Name YGRR# Sex Age Why Dog Needed Rescue Adopter

The adoption list does not do justice to the tremendous effort and emotion which is a part of each Rescue Golden’s admission and placement by YGRR.  Each case begins 
with a telephone call to the hotline.  All calls are processed by our dedicated and caring staff.  A great deal of patience, restraint and understanding is required in order to 
correctly handle distraught owners who are compelled to give up a beloved pet or, on the other hand, callous owners who cannot “get rid of the dog” fast enough.  Our staff 
members keep their feelings to themselves in order to be able to assist the dog.  The “Why Dog Needed Rescue” column has to be very brief, but each dog has a complicated, 
often sad story.
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‘helP me home’ meeT and GReeT evenT
by devon spirka, adoption coordinator

as many already know, Yankee has begun 
to open its doors and open our arms a little 
wider!  It is almost two years since YGRR 
launched its pilot program to open our 
doors to retriever mixes!  We want to thank 

you, our members and supporters, for so 
enthusiastically letting us know you wanted 
us to expand our mission to include these 
“Golden-Hearted” dogs.

Since the first mix arrived about two 
years ago, we have successfully adopted 
out over 60 Golden-At-Heart mixes to 
wonderful families all around New England! 
We continuously get update emails and 
pictures from these adopters about how 
well their new family member is doing, their 
accomplishments together, and just how 
plain happy they are to have a new best 
friend. 

We’re excited and determined to help more 
Golden-Hearted mixes find their happiness 
and their forever homes with our wonderful 

and caring adopters and we thank you 
all again for opening your hearts to these 
‘Hearts of Gold’ who need us! In the coming 
Golden Times issues we look forward to 
highlighting some of the lucky beneficiaries 
of your generosity!

Golden-heaRTed mixes
by devon spirka, adoption coordinator

our first ever ‘Help Me Home’ Meet and 
Greet Event was a success! This event 
was held here at Riverview for some of 
our longer-term residents who were still 
awaiting their forever homes. With the extra 
exposure from the event and opening up 
Riverview for folks to come and meet these 
wonderful dogs, we received adoption 
interest on every dog that participated 
and have already successfully placed 5 of 
those dogs into their forever homes! All of 
us at Yankee couldn’t have been happier 
with how the event turned out and we look 
forward to more ‘Help Me Home’ Meet and 
Greet Events in the future as we continue to 
help more dogs that need us!
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whisKeR walK 2017
lancaster, massachusetts
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new enGland Golden Jubilee - 2017
Moments In Time  •  by Sandra L. Lok

our days are full of moments - some we 
prefer to forget and others we hope to hold 
onto as memories forever.  The Third Annual 
New England Golden Jubilee was rich in 
memories.

The New England Golden Jubilee is 
held annually at Dog Mountain in Saint 
Johnsbury, Vermont.  It is a celebration of all 
things Golden Retriever and is held in honor 
of the 3,000 plus Heroes enrolled in the 
Morris Animal Foundation Golden Retriever 
Lifetime Study.  The Jubilee is our way of 
helping to sustain and build support for 
the study with the hope that it will one day 
provide information about canine cancer 
much like the research that leads to early 
detection of cancer in humans.  Two months 
before this year’s Jubilee, I was diagnosed 
with breast cancer.  I am now a survivor.  My 
husband, Peter, who is also fellow organizer 
of the Jubilee, was thankful that I had 
followed through with my mammogram, 
ultrasound and MRI.  I became simply 
grateful for the research that lead to these 
methods of early detection.

While recovering from surgery, friends, 
family and supporters came to our aid with 
offers of help meeting our daily needs and 
putting the finishing touches on the Jubilee.  
They picked up donations, stuffed goodie 

bags, groomed our four-legged organizers, 
Meg, Andy and Grant, before the big day, 
made salads, organized auction items and 
even held the megaphone for me.

And so it was that on May 20, 2017,  I had 
the privilege of welcoming 100 dogs (97 
of them Golden Retrievers) and their 135 

Peeps to the Third Annual New England 
Golden Jubilee.  Goldens of every shade 
came from all over New England, including 
Pennsylvania and New York, too!  After 
giving a goodie bag to each four-legged 
attendee, an early morning Golden Romp, 
some spontaneous hikes and time spent 
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posing for group photographs, including 
one of me with a group of Golden Cancer 
Survivors, we gathered in front of the Dog 
Chapel.  Father Curtis Miller of the local 
Corpus Christi Church offered a prayer 
and a blessing of the  animals.  I lit the 
Remembrance Candle and tears were shed 
as I read the names of Golden friends who 
had recently passed. We remembered 
these Angels in a moment of silence.  We 
then heard from Dog Mountain’s very own 
Pam McGann, who welcomed us and told 
us about the history of the Dog Chapel, 
the vision behind it and about efforts to 
maintain the integrity of the Chapel, now 
twenty years old.  

Allyson McKenna of Yankee Golden Retriever 
Rescue then told us how the organization 
is adapting to current trends in Golden 
Retriever Rescue work with changes of its 
own, including rescuing Golden Retrievers 
from Turkey.  She told us Mariah’s story 
and how it came to be that Mariah joined 
her forever family. Mariah was one of three 
Turkish Rescue Golden Retrievers at the 
Jubilee.

There were prizes awarded, too!  Fifteen-
and-a-half-year-old Sprocket won for being 
the most senior Golden; littermates Dublin 
and Botany won for being the youngest at 
just five months old and Pizelle and Flicker 
won for travelling the furthest, all the way 
from Pennsylvania. Bowie, recipient of the 
first ever New England Golden Jubilee Tears 
of Joy prize, with the help of his Mom, Laurie 
Sullivan, announced Pizelle as this year’s 
recipient.  Pizelle is just over a year old and 
with Stage 4 Kidney Disease has surpassed 
her life expectancy under the loving care of 
her Mom, Crystal Garmon.

All eyes were then on Laurie Sullivan as she 
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danced with Bowie’s siblings, Georgia and 
then Ricochet. Laurie then introduced Bowie 
for his third annual Jubilee performance.  
Bowie is now twelve and a half years old 
and a two-year hemangio sarcoma survivor. 
Laurie explained that they would break with 
the tradition of dancing to “The Fight Song” 
as she feels they have won the fight.   Instead 
she chose a song with a special message she 
wanted to give to Bowie.  Bowie took center 
stage and we reveled in his joy as he danced 
with Laurie to Rachel Platten’s “A Better 
Place.” It was as if the song had been written 
for the two of them.

With the power of song resounding still, we 
headed up to the pond for the tennis ball 
toss.  Tennis balls had been given to each 
person, and on cue, 100 tennis balls were 
tossed into the pond.  The game was on!  
Laughter erupted, Golden bodies wriggled 
and splashed and smiles adorned the faces 
of all. Many of those smiles were filled with 
tennis balls.

Excitement mounted as the aroma of grilled 
hot dogs and cheeseburgers filled the air.  
A good meal was had by all, and time to 
draw winners of the Kibble-Cup Auction 
had come.  Through the auction, we raised 
$2,000 for Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue.  
A total of $1,669.13 was also raised for 
the Golden Retriever Lifetime Study from 
donations made to the Jubilee. 

 The Third Annual New England Golden 
Jubilee has passed leaving in its wake 
a wealth of moments in time to cherish 
forever - Kisses for Goldens and kisses from 
them, sugar faces basking in the sun, in the 
shade and inside the door of the chapel, 
pups taking their very first swim, at least one 
Golden in the role of Ambassador, others 
who joined the welcoming committee, a 
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Golden who ran free for the very first time 
on American soil, photo bombers, at least 
one bubble blower, belly rubs, smiling faces, 
sparkling eyes and water droplets shaken off 
golden fur and glistening in the sun.

While thinking about plans for next year’s 
Jubilee, I find myself forever grateful for 
the memories of the moments in time 
when worlds of scientific research, Golden 
Retrievers and the very special land that is 
Dog Mountain aligned with friends, family 
and sponsors and culminated into the 
celebration of a lifetime.
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come To The Guisachan GaTheRinG 
in The scoTTish hiGhlands

celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Golden Retriever breed!
July 13 to 22, 2018

f r i d ay,   1 3  J u ly

Fly from Boston to Aberdeen....arriving on 
Saturday morning

s a t u r d ay,  1 4  J u ly

The group will be met at the airport by an 
assistant and transported deluxe motor 
coach for the 3 hour journey across the 
Scottish Highlands to Inverness

•	Check	in	to	the	Best	Western	Palace	Hotel.		
The remainder of day is at your leisure      
www.invernesspalacehotel.co.uk/

s u n d ay,  1 5  J u ly 

Full day touring the Highlands region. Visit 
the National Trust Site of the Culloden 
Battlefield, location of the 1745 Jacobite 
Rising. Tour the 15th century Cawdor Castle 
and gardens. Enjoy a boat ride on the famed 
Loch Ness, and perhaps get a “photo op” 
with The Monster!

M o n d ay,  1 6  J u ly

Have the morning at your leisure to explore 
Inverness on your own.

•	The	Guisachan	Gathering	begins	this	
afternoon! The tentative schedule is:

Monday, July 16, 2018   
Afternoon - Welcome to Guisachan
Tuesday, July 17, 2018 
Morning  - Field Trial Demonstration and 
Training 
Evening  - Torchlight Procession and toast to 
Lord Tweedmouth
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
Afternoon - An afternoon with Friends of 
Guisachan 
Evening  - Dinner Dance
Thursday, July 19, 2018 
Afternoon - Gathering at Guisachan House 
Evening  - Evening Event

•	Attend	all	or	some	of	the	activities,	as	you	
desire.  Other touring options are available

f r i d ay,  2 0  J u ly

Check out of the hotel for a coach trip to 
Glasgow, with a full day touring such sites as 
Loch Lomond National Park.  Check into our 
Glasgow hotel, to be determined, and spend 
the evening in this cosmopolitan city.  Dance 
the night away at the Barrowland Ballroom 
or take a walking tour of the city. Other 
options exist, depending on your personal 
tastes and desires.

s a t u r d ay,  2 1  J u ly

Take a day excursion to Stirling Castle, the 
site of the coronation of Mary, Queen of 
Scots and one of the most architecturally 
significant castles in all of Scotland.  Journey 
back to the hotel for a farewell dinner.

s u n d ay,   2 2  J u ly

Breakfast at the hotel, check out and journey 
to Glasgow airport in a motor coach, 
accompanied by an assistant

•	The	cost	for	this	group	trip	will	be	
determined this summer as airfares can’t be 
booked more than a year before the event.

•	It	is	estimated	that	the	trip	will	cost	
approximately $4200.00 per person, based 
on double occupancy.  A single occupancy 
supplement will be applied. A deposit will be 
required to reserve your place

•	Those	who	are	interested	can	email	Jodi	
Nichols, YGRR Vice President at:

www.VicePresident@YGRR.org.

Come! Sit! Stay! 
Paws for fun in Scotland!

Proposed Itinerary:
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The odYsseY beGins
Life with Bailey & Daisy • by Brian Kling

5 years ago, we got in our mini-van and 
headed north to Hudson.  A few nights 
before, we received a phone call that Yankee 
Golden Retriever Rescue had a dog for us.  
We knew his name, that he was a Golden 
Retriever, and that he had just turned 8, but 
that was about it.  It takes about an hour for 
us to get to Riverview, and the anticipation 
of our experience escalated with every 
passing mile.  We had never rescued a dog 
before, and Abby, who left us exactly three 
months before, had been our first dog so our 
expectations were all over the place.

Would he like us, what would he be like, 
how long would it take him to realize that he 
was home, would our adoption actually go 
through, and at least a few more questions 
with each passing mile.  We eventually saw 
the white “Riverview” sign, turned in and 
drove up the long tree-lined driveway.  We 
parked and got out of our car, standing in 
silence for a while, overwhelmed with the 
home of Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue.  
I immediately thought, “I need to find a 
way to volunteer here”.  We walked up the 
brick memory walkway, reading many of 
the remembrances along the way, and 
walked into the Adoption Building, which is 
also the kennel building.  We were met by 
Allyson MacKenna, who was the Adoption 
Coordinator at the time, and is now the 
Executive Director, who brought us into 
something called the “Home Simulation” 
room, with comfy couches, chairs and a 
desk.  She explained the process and a little 
bit about Bailey.  We may have appeared 
that we were attentive and listening, but I 
seem to remember most of what she told 
us went in one ear and back out the other.  
After all, somewhere else in this building was 
“our” dog and we wanted to meet him and 
all this “process stuff” was interesting and 
important and we really did know that, but 
could we get on with it and just meet him?  
Please?  We had some paperwork to do, 
signed a few things, pretended to listen to 
what Allyson told us about each document, 
wrote out a check, and “listened” some more 
as she told us the last few things that she 
needed to say.

Finally, she said something like “OK, so 
are you ready to meet Bailey?”, and I can’t 

remember for sure, but we may have all 
answered “Yes!” at the same time.  I’m also 
not sure if we remained seated when we 
said that, or if we actually jumped out of 
our seats, but I think she understood how 
anxious we were and she headed out 
back.  A few minutes later, which definitely 
seemed like a few hours, the back door of 
the room opened and a BIG happy dog 
walked through with Allyson hanging on to 
the other end of the leash.  Bailey walked 
into our lives and the moment we met him, 
we knew that we were in love and that we 
were his family.  He immediately sat down 
between all four of us, with what seemed 
like a big smile on his face and soaked in the 
adoration.

To say that this would be an emotional 
moment would be a significant 
understatement.  Now, 5 years later, after 
witnessing many “gotcha” moments just like 
this, it never gets old.  Often people arrive on 
adoption day, full of the same anxiety and 
excitement that we had.  Often, they have 
also (very) recently lost the love of their lives 
and are wondering if the dog that they are 
about to meet, will be the new love of their 

lives and often, this is exactly what happens.  
To say that tears are shed on adoption day 
would be another understatement.  Dogs 
don’t have the capacity to cry, but they 
definitely have the ability to produce tears in 
people without even trying.
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Bailey hopped in the van, and we set out 
for home, jubilant that this big sweetheart 
was coming home with us.  The ride home 
seemed much quicker and we arrived home 
full of eager anticipation about how Bailey 
would acclimate to our home.  Ben took 
him for a walk around the back yard, and he 
eagerly sniffed everything.  We settled in for 
the evening, watching a Celtics game and 
just spending time with him.  We could see 
him gradually relaxing more and more and 
he eventually fell asleep on his new bed.  We 
may have watched some of the game, but 
probably spent a lot more time watching 
him, even while he was sleeping.

His turn-in sheet said he didn’t like car 
rides, but the next day was beautiful, so we 

went for a ride and…he loved it.  I started 
volunteering at Riverview, and a few weeks 
later, I walked a new dog for the first time.  
We made it halfway across the parking 
lot before she flipped upside down with 
her paws in the air, and looked at me.  Her 
look said it all, and I was a goner.  Daisy 
had cast her spell on me and there was 
nothing I could do about it.  This needed 
to wait though since Bailey needed time to 
acclimate to being home with us before we 
introduced a new dog to the family.  That 
time eventually arrived, Daisy came home 
after a very successful meet & greet with 
Bailey, and we started what we thought was 
going to be the exact same process all over 
again.  Daisy had other ideas though.

She came home with her own set of issues, 
and a desire to test us and find out if we 
were actually worthy of being her family.  
Despite a difference in personality, Bailey 
and Daisy hit it off immediately.  It took us a 
while to get Daisy’s seizures under control, 
to figure out her separation anxiety and 
to get her terrible allergies under control 
too.  Each time we got one thing sorted out, 
something else would come up and each 
time it seemed like she was testing us to 
make sure we were worthy.

The more they integrated into our lives, 
the more I did with YGRR.  I discovered 
transports, home visits, kennel work, and 
other aspects of life at Riverview.  Staff came 
and went, our volunteer network grew, we 
participated in more events representing 
YGRR, new processes were put in place, we 
marked our 30th anniversary with a big 
event, and made more changes to improve 
our membership experiences.

Throughout all of this, Bailey and Daisy had 
settled into such a routine that we can’t 
remember what it was like before they were 
with us.  They have turned into true YGRR 
Ambassadors, going on many Home Visits, 
attending multiple events and soaking 
up the attention.  They’ve changed the 
impression that people have had about what 
rescue was like and what dogs who come 
through rescue are like.  They’ve seen both 
of our boys grow up and been there when 
they come back home for a reunion that 
never gets old.  They’ve gone on vacation 
in Maine with us, and have loved spending 
time at the lake.

Many people who have ever rescued a 
dog have similar stories.  The names and 
places may be different, but the emotional 
attachment between dog and family is the 
same.  I’m writing this on a day that we have 
their 6 month check-up appointment.  Bailey 
is 13 now and we think Daisy is around the 
same age.  We are eternally grateful for every 
day that we have with them and we try not 
to get too far ahead of ourselves.  Just like 
with us as we age, “stuff happens”.  Bailey’s 
eyesight is not so good, he has trouble 

hearing and he has kidney issues.  Daisy’s 
epilepsy and allergies are under control, 
but she has a torn tendon in her right rear.  
They’ve made countless new friends, both 
two and four-legged along the way, and 
they’ll make more of them when we visit 
their doctors this afternoon.  Anybody that 
walks by the room will stop in to give them a 
kiss.  They sleep a lot more now, but they are 
both still very happy, have good appetites 
and still remind me every day to appreciate 
the simple things in life.  I’ve learned so 
much from these two wonderful beings in 
the 5 years that they’ve been here.  The last 
thing I do before I go to bed every night 
is tell each of them that I love them.  After 
everything they’ve been through, I don’t 
want them to ever forget this.
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The Tale of TuRKish TRansPoRT #4
Gorgeous Grateful Goldens • by Stephen Krajewski

on May 8, 2017, another beautiful batch of 
Goldens from Turkey were eagerly received 
by the excited crowd of YGRR employees 
and volunteers at the JFK airport in New York 
City.  I’ve been a volunteer at YGRR for about 
a year, and I’ve always wanted to participate 
in these transports.  The Golden Retriever 
has been through some tough times in 
Turkey; over the years, they’ve been bought 
as status symbols, then abandoned once 
they grow out of that cute puppy stage.  
There aren’t a lot of options for a wayward 
Golden in Turkey; shelter euthanasia is 
uncommon, and there are few adoptions 
for dogs.  Things are a little tricky in Turkey; 
you’ll not find that we often talk about a 
transport prior to their arrival.  But once they 
do, it’s safe to discuss, hence this magazine 
article you are reading right now!  

Once I learned about these incoming 
Goldens, I signed up to help.  Volunteers 
must travel with a partner, for safety, and I 
teamed up with another volunteer, Kristin 
Porter.  We met up at the shelter first, then 
headed to NYC to accept our new Goldens.  
The drive down was met with little traffic – it 
took around 4 hours.  

Picking up dogs from the airport is not 
what I had imagined.  You don’t drive up 
to the terminals themselves, but rather an 
immense warehouse just off site.  There 
aren’t any security checks or anything like 
that, and there’s plenty of free parking.  We 
met the other volunteers there and scoped 
out the area.  This was a very busy place; 
Outside, giant 16-wheelers were everywhere, 
set to pick up tons of packages.  Inside the 
cavernous warehouse was even busier, with 
speeding forklifts whizzing by delivering 
giant pallets with shocking accuracy!  We all 
wondered how our dear Goldens would deal 
with all this racket!

But fear not – this operation could not 
have gone more smoothly, thanks to the 
meticulous preparation from both our own 
employees, and many volunteers.  We all 
gathered in the warehouse, huddled off to 
one side, anxiously awaiting our delivery of 
dogs. Cameras at the ready, we were very 
excited to finally greet our newest members 
of the YGRR family!  We all shouted and 
cheered with excitement that they had 
made it safe and sound!

The Goldens looked great!  Some were 

pawing at the door to their crates, some 
were spinning with excitement, others 
looked at us with an anticipation that was 
palpable!  As soon as we were allowed 
access to the dogs, we threw up a temporary 
fence around the crates.  Once complete, 
Lucille (our Kennel Manager) and Esra Gray 
(President of Legacy Rescue, Turkey) entered 
and sorted our which dogs belonged to 
whom.  Dogs were removed from their 
crates and double-leashed for safety.  Then, a 
volunteer or representative would take that 
dog outside to stretch their legs, get some 
water and treats, and lots of TLC!

I was handed “Adele”, a pleasantly plump girl 
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who was completely cool during it all.  I had 
been told that these dogs are resilient, and I 
can tell you this is absolutely true!  During all 
the commotion, these dogs were amazing!  
I never heard any growling or saw any mis-
behaving (from both the dogs as well as the 
volunteers!).  These dogs acted like they had 
always been here!  We felt bad having to 
crate these guys again, but they didn’t mind 
at all!  It was as if the dogs knew we were 
there to take good care of them.

Once you have your goldens in the car (or 
van, in my case!) you drive straight back to 
the shelter.  It is important that you not let 
the Goldens out, no matter what!  We cannot 
risk a golden getting loose – especially after 
so much trouble was taken to deliver them 
to the US safely!

There was only a little traffic on the way 
back to Hudson, and we arrived back at the 
shelter around 7 PM.  There, other volunteers 
were waiting with clean kennels, along with 
nice soft bedding and chew toys. The dogs 
LOVED it!  Once safely in their kennels, they 
barked with excitement and truly enjoyed 
being home!  We fed them dinner, and 
watched them get settled in.  We learned 
of the “Turkish Roll”; they will roll back and 
forth on their soft blankets.  It was adorable!  

I said to Kristin “It’s like they know they’re 
home” to which she replied, “Well, not yet!”  
And it’s true; while it was a long journey 
to get them safely delivered to YGRR, now 
our work truly begins! Behaviors will be 
monitored, diets will be adjusted, training 
will commence, toys will be chewed and 
walks will be given!  The employees at YGRR 
will work very hard to find and place each 
gorgeous Golden in their new home.  Once 
adopted, and they walk out that door and 
into their new family, are they truly “home”.
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2017 aucTion

The 2017 YGRR auction took place at the Boxborough Regency, 
Boxborough Massachusetts on April 29. A fun time was had by all! 
Thank you to the YGRR volunteers and staff that gave their time 
and talent to this event. 

YG
RR

Saturday, April 2
9, 2
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7
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ouR 21 YeaR (and counTinG) JouRneY
wiTh veRY sPecial YGRR doGs

by Tom bender

A “special needs” dog refers to a dog that has some characteristic which generally makes it harder to find an adopter for, such as age or infirmity – or as in the case of Zack 
and Zoli need to be placed together.

in January 1996, Zack and Zoli, ages 8 and 
7, had been life-long companions. This was 
before Hudson had become YGRR’s home, 
and a friend of Alana’s had recently become 
its adoption coordinator. We recently had 
bought a house with a fenced in backyard, 
and early on a snowy Thursday evening we 
drove to a vet’s office in New Hampshire. 
When Zack and Zoli were brought to the 
waiting room Zack jumped up and put his 
paws on my shoulders. I would never see 
him do that again. He was simply both 
anxious and happy – and just badly hoping 
to go “home.” Four hours later, all four of us 
arrived “home” in RI. Our journey had begun.

Z a c K  a n d  Z o l i

Before Zack and Zoli had come into Yankee’s 
care, they had been owned by a young 
couple in their 30s. Within a year and a half 
their owner-dad had been killed in a car 
crash, and their owner-mom had died of 
ovarian cancer. Before she did, she wrote 
a 12-page single-spaced letter describing 
her life with them, her love for them, and 
her hope that they would remain together. 
Because of the circumstances, we sent 
pictures and letters to the young woman’s 
parents so they would know how their 
daughter’s “kids” were being cared for. They 

sent pictures to us of their daughter and 
boyfriend, and of Zack and Zoli as puppies 
and young dogs together. We were keenly 
aware that one of the best things that had 
happened to us came at a huge cost for 
someone else, which gave us a greater 
appreciation for the family the four of us 
now formed. 

We had that family for about 2 ½ years 
when we learned Zack had an inoperable 
tumor on his heart causing bleeding and 
the rapid failure of his heart, He coughed 
on a Sunday night and by Tuesday we had 
to say goodbye. It was our first experience 
with the euthanasia decision, and occurred 

Zack and Zoli

17.07 Vol 2 2017 YGRR Times.indd   35 7/14/17   1:12 PM



G o l d e n  T i m e s 2 0 1 7  V o l u m e  i i- 18 -

very suddenly and traumatically. It felt as if 
he was ripped out of our lives, and ripping 
up our family at the same time. Zoli, who 
had never known a day without Zack, did 
not eat or play for about 10 days. As we 
recovered I remember telling someone who 
asked how we were doing, that, we were like 
a body that had lost a limb – the bleeding 
had stopped, but we didn’t really know 
how to function yet. I mention this because 
we did recover, and we decided that one 
way to get through our grief was to give 
a home to another dog, which would also 
give some meaning to Zack’s passing. And 
over the years we continued to do this, and 
that’s how we came to have many special 
dogs from Yankee, that so far have included: 
Cashew, age 12½; Moe, age 1; Dante, age 6; 
Misty, age 11; Shandy, age 1½; Greta, age 10; 
Bootz; age 11; Foster, age 1½; Madelion, age 
10; Jack, age 1, MacKenzie, age 11; and, most 
recently Pars, from Turkey, age “2-ish”. All but 
Jack and Pars have been ‘special needs” dogs. 

All of them have been quite special in their own 
way, and deserve their own stories, but there 
are three that are particularly remarkable, 
because they exceeded their supposed 
limitations: Cashew, Moe, and Shandy. 

c a s H e w

About a month after we lost Zack, we called 
our friend at Yankee and asked if she had any 
“special needs” dogs that needed a home. 
She said yes – a 12 ½ year old three-legged 
boy named Cashew. Having just lost Zack 
a 12 ½ year old wasn’t exactly what we had 
in mind, but we decided that our backyard, 
good-sized, with lots of trees and grass, 
would be a good and safe place for him to 
spend what everyone seemed to assume 
would be his final months. He was, however, 
a marvel. He had lost his right front leg when 
he was about a year and a half old, so it was 
not new to him. He could still chase squirrels 
and from behind you couldn’t tell he was 
missing a leg. He could still go up the stairs, 
rocking back and forth to give himself some 
momentum to run up them. He loved walks, 
but you had to plan a path that would circle 
round back to the house because the old 
coot was too stubborn to turn around and 
go back. Some of my favorite memories 
are of resting with him at night in front of a 
cove not far from our house, where he could 
see, smell and listen to the ducks and other 
birds in the cove. Over time, however, the 
distances he could walk grew shorter, so we 

got a wagon – and pulled him in it when he 
got too tired to walk anymore. Eventually, he 
just went right into the wagon at the house 
for our walks, which allowed him to get out 
into the world to see things and people, and 
sometimes experience their attention and 
affection. Every weekend, he went into the 
local coffee shop in the village with Alana 
where he got to share breakfast with many 
friends, and even strangers. If someone’s 
“sharing” took a little too long, he would give 
them a little ‘woof’ reminder. 

When he was between 13 and 14 we visited 

a dog-friendly hotel in Maine. It had a 
saltwater surf beach close by, and one night 
we trundled him over in his wagon and 
there was another couple throwing balls in 
the water for their two goldens. We could 
tell Cashew was getting antsy, so we took 
him out of the wagon and he immediately 
hopped toward a piece of driftwood 
laying in the surf, about 8 feet long, and he 
grabbed the end pulling and tugging at it 
with the waves crashing on and about him 
about – just being a regular, happy old dog. 
To this day it makes me smile. As he grew 

Cashew (top);  Cashew and Moe (bottom)
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older I would carry him upstairs and place 
him on his bed in our bedroom, and he 
would “lick his chops” - a gesture that signals 
contentment, and for Cashew, that he had 
had a good day. That was all we needed. I’m 
convinced that his outings, adventures, and 
the attention it garnered him prolonged his 
life. And it wasn’t until after we had had him 
for a while that I remembered what I had 
said after Zack’s death, about us feeling like 
we had lost a limb but didn’t know quite 
how to function. And then Cashew came 
into our lives, showing there was a way to 
move forward despite a missing limb. He 
was with us for about 3 ½ years, until he was 
almost 16.

M o e

Moe was another “special needs” dog Yankee 
gave us the privilege of having. He was 
exactly a year old, and he came a little over 
four months after Cashew arrived in 1998. 
Moe and a brother had been brought to 
Yankee because they both had been born 
with sub-aortic stenosis, basically a crimp 
in an artery to the heart, and PDA. Moe had 
two separate surgeries, courtesy of Yankee, 
to repair the hole in his heart because 
the stitches gave way after the first. His 
heart was damaged because of the delay 
in repairing the hole, and the severity of 
the SAS would not be known until he fully 
matured, so the length of his like expectancy 
was not great. But he was a big handsome 
boy, and once we make the decision to go to 
Hudson, they come back with us if the dogs 
get along. Zoli and Cashew tolerated him, 
so we brought him to RI. We were told that, 
with his condition, he would probably tire 
easily, which we thought was good since the 
other two were much older – but nobody 
told Moe. He had never lived in a house, he 
was only a year old, and was a crazy man. 
We swore that we would never get such a 
young dog again, but that turned out to be 
an oath we would break. Shortly after we 
got him, however, the stitches gave way 
again, but he was no longer a candidate 
for surgery because the scar tissue on his 
heart would not hold stitches. But Yankee 
found a cardiologist at Tufts Veterinary Clinic 
who had learned of, but never performed, 
a new non-surgical procedure that used a 
catheter to insert a coil into the hole in the 
heart. Once in place, the flanges of the coil 
are opened, inducing a blood clot that fills 
the hole. That was 1999. Since then Tufts has 
performed hundreds of those procedures, 

and Moe, as well as Yankee, were important 
footnotes in that history. He had a heart 
murmur and a damaged, enlarged heart 
for the rest of his life, but you would never 
know it to look at him. Thanks to Yankee, and 
Alana’s diligence with his medical regime, 
he was my best friend and companion for 
about 10 years, which was much longer 
than anyone expected. I used to tell people, 
his enlarged heart was slowly killing him, 
but it was his “big heart” that kept him 
alive. That remained true until, like Zack, a 
tumor appeared in his heart. His demise, 
fortunately, occurred more slowly, giving 
us time to do things for him. He was an 
interested and keen observer of the world 
around him, and so, when he could no 
longer go for walks, I’d take him for car rides; 
when he could no longer stand up to look 
out the car windows, I started sitting with 
him in the front yard under a nice tree not far 
from the sidewalk, where he could see all the 
people and dogs walking by, some of whom 
stopped to visit him. I’m grateful that the 
idea occurred to me, because it turned out 
to be a very special time for us to “talk” until 
the day he no longer could enjoy it. It was 
the most, and the least, I could do for him. 

s H a n d y

In a word, Shandy was amazing. Born blind, 
she had never known sight. Throw out any 
pre-conceived notions about the limitations 
a blind dog might have, Shandy broke all 

of them. When we brought her home at 
age 1½, we left the backdoor open and for 
about two hours she wandered around in 
and outside the house, “mapping” both the 
house and the backyard by smell, sound, 
distance, air pressure and who knows what 
other data her brain was collecting. Once she 
did, she needed little or no help navigating 
either. When she went from downstairs to 
upstairs, she galloped up two or three steps 
at time. When she went from upstairs to 
downstairs, she went quickly down each 
step, almost beginning her turn to go out 
the backdoor as she hit the last step before 
the floor. She knew where all the water 
bowls were placed throughout the house, 
as well as the toy baskets. She wrestled with 
the other dogs, pawing at them, or shoving 
her hip into them to initiate play. Moe was 
the first to figure out how to play with her, 
followed by Dante, and then later Foster. She 
loved chasing balls. We found some large 
rubber balls that came with a rope through 
them. We took the rope out so that when 
you threw the ball it would whistle through 
the air and make a sound when it bounced. 
She would anticipate your throw with a 
“Shandy wait…” and then take off when 
she heard you throw. On more than one 
occasion I saw her catch a ball in the air after 
it had bounced, or whirl around and catch 
it in the air after it hit her in the back, but 
before it hit the ground. If you patted the 
surface of a bed or the deck of our station 
wagon, that was enough information for her 

Moe
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to jump up on it. She then needed no help 
jumping down. We took her to a friend’s pool 
she wandered around its edges mapping its 
size and shape. I’d throw a ball in the pool 
and when she heard the splash she would 
leap right in. I’d have to guide her to the ball, 
and then guide her out of the pool, but she 
did it over and over, apparently trusting me 
to help her.

She established her “place” in the house 
the very first weekend. I sat down to eat 
something and the other dogs were arrayed 
around an ottoman watching me. Shandy 
shoved her way through and up onto the 
ottoman (she shoved her way to the front 
of most lines, to go out or to get treats). I 
moved my legs over to the right and made 
her lie down. From that day forward her 
place was on the ottoman in front of me, 
both upstairs and downstairs. I still sit that 
way today. I was privileged to share that kind 
of life with her.

The point I hope these stories convey is that 
you should not be afraid of considering a 
special needs dog. They will surprise you in 
ways you cannot imagine. I know they have 
for us. Dogs are resilient, and they don’t feel 
sorry for themselves, and the special needs 
dogs Yankee has entrusted to us have been 
far more special, than they have been needy.

•	 GREENIES	PILL	POCKETS	Treats	for	Dogs	
Chicken Flavor

•	 Dog	training	treats
•	 Karen	Pryor	Clicker	Training	treat	pouches	

for training
•	 Walk-Through	Dog	Gate,	5-Panel,	as	seen	

in “The Company of Dogs” – needs to be at 
least 32” high, at least 5 - 24” panels, and a 
door.

How do I find YGRR’s wish list on Amazon?
It’s easy! Sign in to your account – Click on 
“Your Lists” on the right hand side. – Drop 
down menu shows ” Find a list or registry” 
– Click – search for YGRR – the wish list will 
appear on the left hand side of your screen!

Zoli and ZackShandy  (top); Zoli, Moe and Cashew (bottom left)
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Note from the Editor:  Selected letters are printed as they are received and we regret that we 
are not able to print all of them.  We love to hear from you so please keep those letters coming!  
All correspondence becomes part of the adopted dog’s permanent file at Riverview.

Hi Lindsey,

Rufus (YGRR Ruby #5416 ) is doing great and is settling in so well. Everyone who he meets 
comments that they can’t get over how easy going and chill he is given how crazy his life 
must have been. He loves being a house dog and he LOVES Scott’s son Carter, a feeling 
that is much reciprocated.

The photo is of him meeting my parents’ golden, Eden; they’ve become BFFs. Devon 
mentioned that he didn’t really seem to want to play much with a dog at YGRR, but he 
and E have gone nuts chasing balls and wrestling and generally loving each other’s 
company all the times they’ve interacted. 

We initially had a hard time getting him used to being crated during work hours/at 
night. He originally was turning into 90lbs of dead weight when we’d try to cajole him in, 
and then would get VERY vocal about his feelings in there. The other night, out of sheer 
exasperation, my husband started skipping towards the crate and calling to him in a 
sing-song-y voice, and Ru trotted right behind him, ran into the crate, and laid down, tail 
wagging. He’s crated quietly every single time since then. Either he likes it being a game, 
or he’s laughing to himself about the stupid stuff he can make us do.

He’s getting the hang of the leash with the help of the harness. My mother and aunt (his 
staff) have been helping us out and taking him for walks while we’re at work. He readily 
goes for anyone and seems to be enjoying it. He’s bound and determined he’s going to 
catch a bunny or a bird in our yard when he’s off leash, but alas, that’s not happening--
thankfully.

All in all, things are great! I think the advent of the warmer weather will get us all out and 
about even more, and I’ll have a ton more pictures to send along soon. 

 Thank you guys so much for bringing this guy into our lives!

Cait, Scott and Carter M.

Rufus, formerly Ruby, came to YGRR at the age of 4 from Turkey.

leTTeRs fRom adoPTeRs
april through June, 2017

Hi Devon,

 Today we had an Easter egg hunt for the nieces and nephews. Lots of little ones! Bailey 
(YGRR #5426, Basil) and Luke (YGRR #5425, Leo) were so well behaved. Everyone loved 
them, and they were especially good to the little children. Yesterday we had a long play 
period, followed by nap time for me and for them. Bailey is healing very quickly, and 
both sleep with us every night. Our vacuum cleaner is getting a good workout, but 
that’s what it’s made for. We have a vet appointment with our vet for a wellness check, 
and to have Bailey’s stitches removed. All is well, and we are absolutely devoted to 
making their lives happy, healthy, and loving. 

Sincerely, 

Doug & Dianne F.

Leo, 2 and Basil, 8 came to YGRR due to their family moving.

Rainbow indicates 
memorial photos
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Good friends Rufus and Eden, waiting for a treat.

Bailey and Luke exploring their yard.
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Allyson,

 It is with a heavy heart I want to inform you that we lost our sweet Benjamin, YGRR 
#5047 tonight. He had been going through a bit of a rough time. Last year he had a cyst 
removed, this past August he had surgery to remove a small cancerous tumor in his 
intestine, then a few months ago he developed a rectal polyp and we had that taken care 
of...but most recently he had developed what we thought was a virus, and he was being 
treated but wasn’t responding to the treatments. The vet thinks it was some sort of brain 
or spinal cancer. He was not eating, feverish, and couldn’t stand or walk on his own and 
after weeks of being treated and him going up and down, we made the decision to let 
him go tonight.  Even though we only had him for four short years, he packed thirteen 
years of personality and love into those years. We loved and spoiled him rotten and we 
are all severely heartbroken. We did everything we could for him, but I don’t think his 
thirteen-year-old body could win this fight. Thank you for bringing that wonderful, big 
goofball into our lives. We loved him tremendously.

David, Gail, Danielle...and Jeri O.

Benjamin came to YGRR at the age of 9.
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Benjamin, forever in our hearts

Dear Allyson,

This is to let YGRR know that one of your most energetic Golden Girls has crossed the 
Rainbow Bridge at the age of 14years and 2 months young. She experienced multiple 
seizures on 3/26/17 for the first time in her long life and could not really recover from 
each seizure.

Callie, (YGRR #3821 Halle) came to me on 11/11/2003 at the age of 10months. From 
day one, she loved her job of being the official greeter for clients coming into her 
home. She would gently grasp everyone’s wrist and guide them to their seat at my 
desk. Once her task was done, she would sit and wait to be paid with a tiny treat.  She 
so loved riding in the back seat of the Highlander with her nose out the window and 
the wind blowing in her face.  I always felt that she would have being truly happiest 
strapped to the roof of the car so she could fly in the wind. She would get so excited 
knowing we were heading to the beach or river for an early morning swim. She loved 
swimming at any time of the year. Callie loved driving to the bank drive up window to get a treat just for being such 
a Good Old Golden girl!  She loved walking the neighborhood to greet all her neighbors twice a day. She loved her 
people!!

Callie loved being the big sister to Colby for4 years and to Penny (Pumpkin #4312...one of the golden-westies) since 
9/25/2006.

Penny is struggling not having Callie to follow, walk with and snuggle up too in the crate, backseat of the car or on 
their couch.

Thank you for bringing so much fun, joy and love to my home by allowing me to adopt such a bundle of energy. 
Callie will be greatly missed.

Claudette N.

Callie came to YGRR at the age of 10 months. 
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Callie, gone but not forgotten.
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Hello YGRR!

Sophie, (YGRR #5414, Souffle) wishes you a Happy Easter.  She has started her good 
manners class.  She has her lunch box, treats, a clicker and a new pink leash.

 Anne S.

Sophie came to YGRR from Turkey at the age of 1.
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Sophie says Happy Easter to all!

Hi Devon, 

Penny (YGRR #5413 Peanut) is such a love and has made herself quite at home. She went 
on a 2 mile walk with me today and she just walks beautifully on leash right next to me. 
She crate trained in 2 days and mastered the stairs in our house in 2 days also. We keep 
her quite active. She is “ball obsessed”!  She is great around my mom. Thank you for 
introducing her to us. She is a perfect match for us. 

Barbara P. 

Penny came to YGRR at the age of 1 from the southern US.
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Penny posing for the camera. 

Hi Devon,

Bowie, YGRR #5368 is the best dog in the world enjoyed an Easter Morning at the Arnold 
Arboretum today. He was so happy with all the new smells and streams he could plop in!

Susan

Bowie came to YGRR with special needs at the age of 8 as an owner surrender.
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Bowie exploring new places.
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Devon,

We had a very nice, quiet weekend – Bingley (YGRR #5427 Portie) ate and slept well and 
seems to be liking life on Cape Cod. He particularly likes the sun room and lying in the 
sun outside, where we sit with him on the patio.

Thanks for everything & have a great day!

Chris and Judy G.

Bingley came to YGRR at the age of 1 from Jamaica.
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Bingley happy in his new home.

Hi Devon!

It’s me, Peaches, YGRR #5411!  Sorry we haven’t been in touch, I’ve been having such a 
great time! I’m so happy you introduced me to my forever family. I get so much attention 
and the Easter bunny left me a basket full of tennis balls!! I am in Heaven!

Don’t tell my family, but I was a bit nervous being in a new place with new people.  I 
wagged my tail a lot and gave lots of kisses, but I was still nervous. I stood by the door a 
lot.  I really wanted to go back to my routine at YGRR (plus, my fabulous slobbery tennis 
ball was back there!).  They take me on a ton of walks, but for the 1st day, I would stand 
right at the door once we came back in.... I really wanted to go home to get my ball!!  
Luckily, Saturday morning, Michael found an awesome tennis ball for me to chew on, so I 
wasn’t so sad about the one I left at home anymore.  And I found an awesome window seat 
that I have made my special place! I’ve attached some pictures.

I didn’t want to eat my dry food for the first 2 days here, but Stephanie took a wee bit of 
wet food (1 tsp) and mixed it up with my little portion of dry and I managed to eat. Today, 
she didn’t even have to mix the wet food with my dry food; I’m settling in very well!  And I 
really like the baby carrots they give me sometimes! You know me.... it’s all about the treats!

The kids have been great!  They give me just enough attention and then they go about their day.  It hasn’t been 
too much for me at all.  I love retreating to my “cave” (Stephanie calls it a pack-n-play) several times a day. I heard 
her tell the kids to give me my own space whenever I’m in my doggy cave and I really like having my down time.  
I even go to my bed (dog cave) all on my own at 8:30pm sharp! Everyone is busy helping the kids settle down for 
the night and I just walk over to my bed and go to sleep.  Stephanie and Michael said the kids could learn a thing 
or two from me about that!  

They take me on a ton of walks. The smells in this city are amazing! I try not to pull so much, but it’s so hard when 
I smell all the other dogs and fantastic things in Newport.  They bought me the special collar that you told them 
about and it helps, but they need to work on fitting it to me more properly. They’ll get the hang of it soon, I’m sure!

Luna and Jinx, the 2 cats that live here are not very happy having me move in. They both look alike so it’s hard for 
me to tell them apart, but one of them seems to not hiss as much as the other one anymore.  

I’ve met a couple of other dogs in town on our walks and they were super friendly.  I did have 1 dog run up to me 
very quickly (his owner wasn’t using a leash), but I made sure he knew that I meant business and that he should 
use his manners when approaching me. 

So far, things are going great! They are rubbing my belly all the time, playing fetch with me and letting me get 
used to my new family and house. I love to sit in their laps and cuddle!  And they bought a Kong and filled it with 
treats and peanut butter and froze it just like you said! It was a great treat that kept me entertained while they 
went to Easter Mass.  I wasn’t worried at all! ;) 

Please, please, please tell everyone at YGRR that I miss them and I am so glad you all took care of me and helped 
me find a great home! I’m super happy and will keep in touch!!

Lots of Puppy Love!

Peaches, Michael and Stephanie O.

Peaches arrived at YGRR from the southern US at the age of 2.
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Peaches loving life!
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Hi there! 

I have been meaning to update you on Chloe, YGRR #5407. She does not have Walker 
Dandy syndrome. She  has a developmental brain disorder that happened in utero likely 
secondary to parvovirus. I have been waiting for the neurologist to finalize her info but 
I can forward it your way if you want. She recently had 3 seizures within 2 days and I 
increased her phenobarbital. She is going back in for recheck phenobarbital levels in 
about 10 days so fingers crossed that will do the trick. Let me know if you need more 
pics. 

Jennifer G.

Chloe came to YGRR at the age of 8 months because she has seizures.
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Chloe, wondering what is inside all these boxes!

Hello Devon,

 We are having a wonderful time with Jack (YGRR #5385 Pookie)! Thanks for checking in!

 Thanks,

 Frank W. 

Jack came to YGRR from Turkey at the age of 8.
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Jack and his kitty sibling Marley supervising spring 
cleaning.

Dear Lindsay,

Ava, YGRR #5320 - who we renamed Roo - is doing great!  She is a wonderful complement 
to our family and so fun to have around.

Her best dog friend is Meg - a Labrador that we rescued about a year before we adopted 
Roo.  The two of them are inseparable.

Roo loves going on hikes and recently she started swimming.  We are so fortunate to have 
her as a member of our family!

Thanks,

Amanda A.

Roo came to YGRR at the age of 3 from Turkey.
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Roo and her human sister love to spend time together.
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Dear Lucille:

It is with profound sadness and heartache that I write to tell you about the passing of 
Ginny (AKA Ginger #4935) at age 12.  

Last Wednesday she didn’t eat her breakfast and her stomach was bruised and distended.  
Our Vet quickly had her transferred to our local animal hospital; her clotting time was 
long and her red blood count (percentage) was lower than normal. An ultrasound 
showed nothing new (she had had one a month previously) and multiple blood tests 
didn’t point to anything definitive.  They suspected rat poison (which we never use and 
live in the suburbs) and gave her two rounds of plasma and vitamin K.  Thursday night 
she showed some improvement but Friday morning found her with a fever and increased 
clotting times and rapidly dropping red blood percentage.  None of the specialists had 
any answers as to what it could be or whether further treatments (i.e. whole blood 
transfusion) would produce any positive results.  Devastated, my wife and I agreed that 
Ginny should be put to sleep so as to not prolong her discomfort.  The animal hospital 
laid a blanket out on the lawn behind their building and Ginny enjoyed the sun and 
rustling autumn leaves one last time.

She was a treasured member of our family who brought comfort, joy, and laughter for 
the five short years she was with us.

Thank you for trusting us with Ginny and we’ll always be grateful for the time we shared with her.

Best regards,

Andrew and Margaret M.

Ginger came to YGRR at the age of 7 because a child in the home was allergic.
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Ginger, you left pawprints on our hearts.

Lindsay,

We take photos almost daily! Fenway, YGRR #5369 is AMAZING!! We are in love. He acts 
healthy and looks awesome and is a smart, kind beautiful pet! We do need your help 
though; Fenway needs a brother…. Please let us know if we can adopt another rescue 
soon… Fenway really loves other dogs and we’ve been promising him that we’d get one!

Best,

Deidre V.

Fenway, 1, came to YGRR as an owner surrender due to kidney issues.
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Handsome Fenway

Hi Lindsay,

Jake, YGRR #5424 is doing awesome (and is a huge hit in our neighborhood)! I think it’s 
safe to say he is 100% settled and has fit so nicely into our routine. He is such a sweet and 
happy boy, and we couldn’t picture our lives without him! He loves any kind of ball and 
carries one with him everywhere we go! He also loves car rides because he knows they 
always lead to a new adventure and something fun! He met his cousins (my parents two 
rescue labs) and loves going to visit them in Connecticut where they can run around in 
the woods together and go on some nice long hikes. He loves the dog park (they have 
lots of tennis balls there) and of course loves cuddling at night. 

My fiancé and I always ask each other, what did we even do before Jake? lol.

Joanna G.

Jake came to YGRR at the age of 2 from the animal control officer.
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Handsome Jake!
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Allyson,

I thought I’d send this one to you because you are the one who introduced us to our boy 
Hudson, YGRR #4704 (formerly Knuckles) at about this time of year eight years ago.  We 
lost him to cancer yesterday at about 8:40 a.m.  Four weeks ago, he was full of life, but he 
suddenly lost his appetite and after several visits to the vet he ended spending 9 days 
in the hospital and finally received two chemo treatments.  We brought him home and 
hoped that the chemo would take effect but it was clear that he was losing ground, so we 
ended his suffering Friday morning.

I will never forget the day you introduced us to a puppy named ‘Knuckles’.  Big sister 
Sydney did not approve of this little pesty boy and growled at him under the table in the 
meeting room.  We were convinced you wouldn’t be letting us take him home but you said 
that it was normal behavior and it began a long and wonderful relationship.    

Hudson was without a doubt the happiest, funniest, friendliest and most loving guy I 
ever met and I will miss him every moment of my life. Six months ago, I had two beautiful 
Goldens. Sydney passed away last January as she lived, with grace and dignity and on her 
own terms. I pray that Hudson is with her now.

Thanks,

Joe and Barbara W.

Hudson came to YGRR at the age of 3 months, because his family was not ready for a new dog.
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Hudson, always in our hearts.

Hi Devon,

Thank you for all your help through the adoption! Adele, YGRR #5438 (now Sandy) is 
settling in nicely at home.  She had a great first night and is loving her new backyard - see 
attached photo!  She is such a sweet girl and the perfect addition to our family.

We look forward to sharing more updates with you along the way!

Alana and John M.

Sandy came to YGRR from Turkey at the age of 8.
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Sandy enjoying her back yard and new toy.

Winnie, YGRR #5397 is great!  She has really settled in and is less anxious now.  We can leave 
her for an hour or two and the house remains intact!  

Happy Mother’s day!!!

Deborah L.

Winnie was an owner surrender that came to YGRR at the age of 6 months.
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Winnie out for a walk.
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Cameron loves to hang out with Skittles.

Hi Devon. Here’s Cameron (aka YGRR #5432 Sam) enjoying deck time w/his friend Skittles. 
He’s doing great and is such a sweet boy! 

Wendy S.

Cameron came to YGRR at the age of 3 due to health issues in the family.

Happy Birthday, Lily!
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Cameron loves to hang out with Skittles.

Hi Devon, 

Shay YGRR #5459, who we were going to call Ruby, is now officially Zoey. She is getting 
along great with her new big sister, Stella. They love eating sticks, leaves, and grass 
together. Zoey has learned how to play a lazy game of fetch. When I throw the ball, Stella 
runs after it, and Zoey waits for her to bring it back. The cats don’t know what to make of 
her yet and she seems a bit confused too, but in general they’re getting along. She’s quite 
the goofy girl. All in all, she’s great and I’m so happy I got to take her home!

Lindsay H.

Zoey came to YGRR at the age of four months from the southern US.
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Zoey and Stella love to be together!

Hello everyone, 

It’s been a week since we adopted YGRR #5444 Logan, now Lucy and it has been a great 
transition! We absolutely love and adore this sweet little girl! She seems very happy with us 
too! She is already much less timid and skittish than she was a week ago. She doesn’t run 
away at every little noise nor does she cower when coming to greet us. She runs full speed 
around our fenced in yard, her ears flapping away!! She is always up for being petted, 
stroked and loved on and is quite happy following us around room to room just hanging 
out with us. She just soaks up any affection and I love to oblige!

We had a few adjustments: it took a few days for her to pee/poop outside. And she still 
steadfastly refuses to go on the stairs, no matter what we bribe her with. Unfortunately, 
that means she sleeps downstairs while we sleep upstairs. But it’s still early days and we 
have time to work on it later. we feel it’s best not to push her too much too fast, she has 
come so far already in just one week! We don’t want to stress her.

She is settling in well and every day we notice something new that shows us she’s happy 
and trusting us. Yesterday and today she rolled onto her back to let us rub her tummy. That was a first for her!  

We love her and are so grateful you rescued this sweetheart...

Thanks for all you do!

Kim and Jon N.

Lucy came to YGRR at the age of 6 from Turkey.
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Beautiful Lucy!
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Hello!

Walker, YGRR #5445, now Samson, is such a love. He comfortably rested on the long ride 
home. 

Samson basically ignores the cats. They haven’t hissed or shown any aggression towards 
him at all. In fact, they walk by him all the time.

Samson met a few neighbor dogs and acts exactly as you described. All good! We are so 
thankful we found Samson and that he’s settling in nicely. Our family is complete! 

Marilyn B.

Samson came to YGRR at the age of 5 as a rescue transfer.
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Samson taking a short nap!

Dear YGRR,

I am writing with sad news. My family adopted Logan, YGRR #4867 in the fall of 2011. I had 
specifically requested a ten year old dog because my daughter left for college and my son 
wanted a companion. I knew he would be leaving in a couple years too and I wanted to 
give an older dog a chance to live out his/her life with a great family. We were told Logan 
was 10 in January 2011. Well it is now 2017 so I think that whoever surrendered Logan 
wasn’t exactly sure of his age. It worked out great for us because we got to have him in our 
lives so much longer than we thought. He was an absolute joy and such a wonderful dog. 
We found out from a new vet that his birthday was 6/24/2003. So he would have been 14 
this week. 

We just lost Logan today. It was very sudden. Just last week he was rolling around the back 
yard on his back kicking his paws up in the air while playing with his toys. Then he stopped 
eating and the vet said he thought he had an infection and gave him some medicine. Told 
us that if he doesn’t get significantly better by today, to bring him back in. He had an x-ray 
and it showed cancer. Within hours he was gone. My son is devastated but he couldn’t 
have asked for a better dog and Logan couldn’t have had anyone better taking care of him. 

He truly was an amazing dog and we thank you for allowing us to adopt him and bring 
him into our family. He was blessed to have us and we were so blessed to have him. 

Lori and Chris D.

Logan came to YGRR at the age of 8 as an owner surrender due to inability to care for him.
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Hi Devon!

We are all madly in love with Summer, YGRR #5461 Sami. She’s fitting right in with our 
family - she’s the best girl and we are so happy she’s part of our lives! 

I’ll send more pictures and will keep you posted of her progress!

Thank you,

Alison K. 

Summer came to YGRR at the age of four months from the southern US.
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Summer relaxing on her porch.

Logan, sadly missed.
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Oscar 

Poem by Richard M.    

He comes from Turkey

The unlikeliest of things

A feral Golden Retriever

Picked up on the streets of Istanbul

And shipped to America

To find a home in the new world

He remains hopeful

For the touch of a human hand

And he will respond with unconditional love

He is home with us now

The first day he peed in the living room

And slurped down a cup of coffee

Awaiting consequences that did not come

When out walking 

He will suddenly become immovable

In spite of all entreaties

Perhaps this stubbornness insured his survival

You can see him go to another place

In his simple mind

But he does come back to us now

With less resistance

When I lie next to him

Rubbing various favorite spots

I tell him he is safe 

I tell him he will never be hit again

I tell him he is a good dog

That this is his home

I place my hand on his soft golden head

And hope he senses my unconditional love

He is an innocent

There are so many innocents to be rescued

Dogs, children, mothers, men

And it is often too late

But not for this one sweet, gentle dog

Who like all of us

Just needs a warm bed

Some simple food

And to be loved

Oscar came to YGRR from Turkey at the age of 3.
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Welcome to America, Oscar!
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June

Abbey in Florida

Abbey Sleepytime gal May 2017

Abbey October 2016 few days to 14th birthday

Letter from Adopter
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volunTeeRinG
Golden Gratitude to These hardworking volunteers – april through June, 2017

a c K n o w l e d G e M e n t s

Nancy Lefner 

a l l  B r e e d  r e s c u e  l i s t

Roseann Mandell

c o n d o l e n c e  s e c r e t a r y

Kelly Doktor 
Janice McCormack

G o l d e n  c a r e G i V e r  

G o l d e n  t i M e s  

 Brian Kling
Sheila Lafford

H o M e  V i s i t 
c o o r d i n a t o r s

Debbie Aberg
Helene Anzalone

Hedy Bastian
Susan Ceurvels
Bette Drewes

Margi Fletcher
Lisa Giguere

Gail Hachenburg
Melissa Haskell

Sandra Lok
Jodi Nichols
Linda Oura

Sherry Paisley
Jill Pappas

Leann Pickering
Kathy Welch

Audrey Wilcoxen
Carolyn Williams

Mary and Philip Wyman

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
c o o r d i n a t o r s

Leslee Halleran (Eastern MA & NH)
Julie Jessop (ME)

Mary Mackle (Western MA)
Susan Mackle (Western MA)

Todd Shapiro (CT)
Alana Thorpe (RI)

Mardi Trendle (VT)

G o l d e n  t H a n K s

In reflecting over the past year since taking 
on the role of Adopter Relations Director, I 
want to take this opportunity to thank our 
home visit coordinators and volunteers. It 
has been a year of transition , both within my 
role, and within the department itself.  Our 
volunteers have worked diligently to assure 
our home visits were conducted in a timely 
and professional manner.  Our volunteers are 
an integral part of the application process 
and I appreciate each and every one of 
them. 

If you would like to become a home visit 
volunteer, please email me at adopter.
relations@ygrr.org

Christy Monahan

Dear YGRR Members,

Our home visit volunteers play an important role in the adoption process of our applicants.  They are our eyes and ears, travelling to 
homes throughout New England, asking the right questions, making sure our dogs will be safe and well cared for.  We value their help and 
support.  We are looking for home visit volunteers throughout the six New England states.  If you are interested in becoming a home visit 
volunteer in your area, please email me at adopter.relations@ygrr.org.  Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Christy Monahan

Volunteer Adopter Relations Director

visiT volunTeeRs needed

Lydia Begag 
Kate Blake 

Brett Blough
Emily Boyle

Jennifer Burnett 
Gracie Chapin

Chris Civie
Adrienne Cyrulik

Jeanette Eichelroth
Bobbie Ewes

Ben Fahey
Rebecca Furgal

Susan Griffin
Loretta Herman

Scott King
Brian Kling

Stephen Krajewski
Marjorie Leonel
Melanie Lewis
Betty Lindberg

Courtney Mascis

Eric McKinney
Jerri Milbank

Susan Jones Moses
Jennifer Nesta
Emma Olsen
Chris Paige

Sam Pendergast
Rachel Perro

 Kristin Porter 
Charlie Reale
Grace Rogers

Dulani Sandanayaka
Krista Sequeira

Jared Smith
Patricia Stempleski

Marta Stepien
Anna Shirosky
Suzette Spitzer
Cindy Theran

Christina Wiener
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GifTs
april through June, 2017

i n  H o n o r  o f  d o G s

Alex, Samantha, Katy and Tucker
From Linda K. Peters

Bea
For Chuck and Cathy Hill
From Joe Correira

Bommer
He was the sweetest boy ever.
For Andrea & Greg Thomajon
From Paula Ravaioli

IHO All My Goldens!
From Linda K. Peters

Rambo #1474
From Eileen Carney

Sammy
From Gary Cousin

Simon
A beloved Labrador Retriever
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski
 

i n  H o n o r  o f  p e o p l e

Dana Jackson
In honor of his 70th birthday and his love of 
Golden Retrievers
From Judith Hartstone

Dr. George Myers
For his care and expert medical advice
From Myra and Jeff Newton

Ellen Daley
Happy Birthday!
From Eleanor Baker

Isabel Brown’s dad
Happy Father’s Day, Dad
From Isabel Brown

Joanne Brown
Happy Birthday!
From Alan and Dale Perron

John R. and Elizabeth P. Breckenridge
In honor of my parents.
From John Breckenridge

Jonathan
Happy 60th Birthday Jonathan!
From Lorraine Darienzo

Rob Chandler
For Debbie and Rob Chandler
From  CT. River Valley Gold. Retr. Club

Sandy Lok
From  CT. River Valley Gold. Retr. Club

Ted Baker
Happy Birthday!
From Eleanor Baker

Tim Brooks and Ed Swiech and their 
Golden “Texas”

Happy Birthday Tim, Ed and Texas!
From Gretchen Dobson

Tripp and Elli Barkett
Birthday Blessings, Love you much, Auntie 
Mariann xoxo
From Mariann Bishop

i n  M e M o r y  o f  d o G s

Bella and Peter 
From Patricia Wheeler 

Brady Clancy 
From Karen Bramwell 

Breeze and Clem 
For Deirdre Manning and Kent Scarna 
From Michelle O’Brien 

Buddy 
IMO My dear, sweet Buddy. 
From Carol Crawford 

Buddy 
For The Ng Family 
From Bonnie Ellis 

Calli 
From Tracey and Shawn Correia 

Callie #3821 
From Claudette Novak 

Calvin 
We miss good ole boy Calvin.  
For Chrissy Gould 
From Anne Gould 

Carly 
For Mr and Mrs David Gortz 
From Sherry Paisley 

Cooper 
From Scott and Patricia Wilson 
Daisy and Tristan 
From David and Vanda Crook 

Dudley 
From Katharine Holt 

Gabe 
We will carry such wonderful memories of 
you and all the love you gave us. 
From Elizabeth Colopy 

Hudson #4704 
For Joe and Barb Weisel 
From Kelly and Bryan Doktor 
In memory of our 2 Goldens 
From Patricia Gillis 

Jack 
A beloved German Shepherd 
For Davida D’Abate 
From Lori and Dan DeYoung 

Jake #3691 
From Elisabeth Wybraniec and Robert 
Leonard 
From Ted and Marcia Wybraniec 

Jax 
My recently passed away Golden 
Retriever. 
From Matthew S. Hickman 

Jesse 
For The Henriques Family 
From Judith Howard 

Luke 
A great boy! 
For Mr & Mrs Albert Nixon 
From Susan J. Schenck 

Morgan 
For Marty Goletz 
From Mark Goletz 

Oscar 
For Kristy and Kevin Hassett 
From Jan McKeever 

Our Beloved Jackson 
From John and Jean Jesensky 

Outback Jack 
From Bob and Jessa Taccini 

Parker #4375 
From Dana A. Jackson 

Sandy 
From Laura Kroll 

Simba 
A beloved Golden Shepherd (1995 - 
2009) 
From Jeffrey Kwasiborski 

Squire 
For Robert Swanson 
From Jan Anderson 

Sydney 
We miss you so much 
From Joseph and Barbara Weisel 

Taylor #3044 
From Michele Shaver and Greg Hanks 

Trickles and Jonah 
From Stephanie Tenczar 

Ubu, Brandy and Buddy 
From David, Judy and David, Jr. Koski 

Ulia 
Daddy’s big girl - her Golden love never to be 
forgotten! 
From Robert S. MacDonald 

i n  M e M o r y  o f  p e o p l e

Alan Goletz 
For Ms Marty Goletz 
From Donna and Paul Wols 
From Henry Tharau and Gail Goletz 
From Toni Moldenhauer 
From Trudi Bruschi 
From Joell Kumiega 
From his car show buddy Nick 
From David and Lisa Bruschi 
From Barbara Lovejoy 

In memory of my husband    
Alan Goletz 

From Marty Goletz 
For The Goletz Family 
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fRiends
april through June, 2017

Amy Abelli
Ellen and Joel Abraman
Cathryn Addy
Marilynn E. Ade
Sandi Albertson-Shea
Karl and Barbara Anderson
Nancy L. Anderson
Nancy Applegate
Ilene Arthur
Dee Bailey
Toshia and Peter Barnett
Nan and Prakash Basavappa
David and Linda Battaglia
Barbara Baum
Mary and Paul Bazinet, Jr.
Erin Melcher Beam
Jane Bennett
John and Marianne Bermingham
Robert Bilek
Elaine Bloniasz

Beth and Allan Bloomquist
Stephen Blumm
Naomi Boccio
Kim Bolster
Louis Bortnick, DMD
Carmie and Jeff Boutin
Carolyn Bregard
Jamie L. Breisler
Roberta Brereton-Keegan
MaryRuth and Mark Briggs
Diane H. Brocato
Beatrice Brown
Jeff and Barbara Bryers
Pauline Buckley
Wendy Buja
Cynthia and Brad Burrall
Danielle Caiati
Karen and Richard Carafoli
Kenneth Carangelo
Nancy Carlson

John and Mary Jo Carolan
John and Letitia Carter
Susan Ceurvels
William Chase
James and Eileen Chernoff
Debra Chillock
Cynthia Christy
Diane Clairmont
Eleanor Clark
Nancy Cohen
Diane and C. Brendan Collins
Linda and Steve Collins
Susan and Timothy Collins
Trish Colum
Cheryl and Kevin Connelly
Debra and Leo Corey
Sandra Cote
Susan Cottrell
Keith Cudworth and   
 Jane Coughlin

James Coultrap Jr.
Diana and David Couture
Rosanna Coyne
Robert and Kathleen Craig
Brian Cram and    
 Jean Martori-Cram
Carol Crawford
Robert and Susan Cullen
Bronwen Cunningham
Eileen Curran
Judithann and Glen Cushman
Ellen and Michael D’Agnese
F. John Dahill
Joan Dalburg
Mary Beth Dalton
Mark Davidson
Norm and Ann Decker
Linda Deguire
Nancy Meegan and John DeMeo
Richard and Eunice Deming

From  EHHS Cheer Fund 
Anne Berndt 

For Arthur Berndt 
From  Country Animal Hospital 

Claire Reulbach 
From Victoria Higgins 

David Engelbrecht’s Mom 
For David and Nancy Engelbrecht 
From  CT. River Valley Gold. Retr. Club 

Eric A. Bartlett 
For William Bartlett 
From David Bartlett 

Eugene Spinosa 
For Barbara Zino 
From Susan Berard Goldberg 
From Beatrice and Dianne McMullen 
For the next Golden chapter 
For Cathryn Addy 
From Alex Kaufman 

Frank J. Carew 
And his love of Golden Retrievers 
For Joan and Walt Markey 
From Jennifer Lieberman 

Gene Spinosa 
For The Spinosa Family 
From Stephanie and William Aylward 

Glenn Carlson 
For Nancy Carlson 
From Red and Nina Hansen 
From Gary and Bette Bogli 
From Beverly Bickford 
From Joanne Capo 
From Len and Jeannine Gorman 
From Everly Trabucco 
From Margaret McCarthy 
From Estelle Hermes 

From Carol Prandy 
From  Haooran and Sage LLP 
From Randi and Dave Chapman 
From Dr. George Scheyd 
From Robin Buckley 
From Maureen and Rick Westbrook 
From Joyce and Leo Cyr 
From Robert Woodard 
From Bill and Jeralyn Hankinson 
From Jim O’Neill and Kimberly Kahan 
From Cynthia Scheyd 
From Susan and Peter Trani 
From Craig and Jeanne Hotchkiss 
From Deb Gutcheon 

Gus Mills 
For Jan Mills 
From Michelle Major 
From Sheryl Williams 

Hope Leizear 
For Mr Wayne Leizear 
From  Centennial Farms, LLC 
From Mr and Mrs David M Haviland 
For The family of Hope Leizear 
From Janice and Albert Repicci 
From Anne Cullen 

James Bryanos 
For Jamie and Matt McLeod 
From Michelle Yanofsky 
For Joanne Bryanos 
From Mary Evos 
From Andrew and Rosamond Puleo 
From Stacy Evos 
From John and Gloria Ostis 
From Jane and Richard Grower 
From  Lombard Anguilo Family 
For The Bryanos Family 

From Jim and Katy Demopoulos 
From Lisa Green 
From Virginia and Barry Katz 
From Pearl and Maurice Greenbaum and 
Family 
From Ann Marie Manzano 

Jean Costello 
For Darcie Moss 
From  Smith Yacht Sales 
From Ron and Suzanne Doyle 
From  Gordon Atlantic Ins. 
From Tapleigh Niethamer 
From  Advances Print Technologies, 
LLC 

Julie 
IMO our daughter Julie 
From Pam and Fred Croen 

Kenneth Eckert 
For Don Eckert 
From Barbara and Michael Lirtzman 
For Mrs Joanne Eckert 
From Jennifer McMonagle 
From Michael Lennhoff 
From  General Atlantic Foundation 
From Laura Reed 
From Elizabeth Bilek 
From Janet Karasick 
From Joe and Linda Miklich 

Lincoln Savage Soons 
From Daniel Vogt 

Mr. George W. Gallian, Jr. 
From Marie Kraft 
Terri Coon’s Mom 

For Terri Coon 
From  CT. River Valley Gold. Retr. Club 
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Vincent Devito
Dave DeVoll
Stuart Belkin and    
 Maureen Dewan
Anne Marie DeWitt
Alyssa Dietz
Phil Doherty
Kathleen Dolley
Timothy Donovan
John Donovan
Craig Dorschel
Elizabeth and Jason Doyle
Catherine A. Drysdale
Margaret Dwyer
Sandra Dymsza
William Earle
Sandy Easton
Carol Eckhardt
Dorothy and Stanley Eckstein
Polly and Norm Edmonson
Kathleen Eichelroth
Sunni Falconer
Nancy Fallon
Jack Faustini
William and Lori Favreau
Deborah Feinstein
Sam and Christina Field
Christel Find
Ellen Finnie
Linda Fishman
Peter and Cecelia Flagg
Cathy Flanagan
Lori and Paul Flanagan
Mary Lou Foley
Tracy Fortin
Susan E. Foster
Barry and Judy Freelander
Cheryl and George Fregone
Brian Friedlander
Lianne and Glenn Fuller
Henry C. Furst, D.D.S.
Diane Gaboury
Susan Gagnon
Richard and Rhonda Gately
Cynthia and Earl Gillette
Tom Ginnard
Kathy Gliha
Howard and Anne Goldstein
Ben and Kathy Goodman
William and Kathy Gorse
Raymond Gottwald
Estherann Grace
Sonya F. Gray
Zachary Green
Dorcas Greene
Mary Jo Griffin
William Blane and Amy Gross
Sikt Grote
Alfred Gruhler
Debra Grush
Marion Guerra
Kay Guild
Linda Guinane
Sheila and Bill Guinther
Ray and Reverend   

Mary Gustafson
Dagmar Guthke
Karen Habacker
Ann Hall
Joan Handelmann
Jane Abbott and Cliff Hankin
John Hansen
Paul and Nancy Harrington
Nancy Harrington
Bruce and Rosemary Harris
Mabs Harris
Susan Haviland
Jim and Ginny Hayes
James and Ellen Haynes
Anita Barry and Jim Heffernan
Linda Hepfner
Ken and Shirley Herdman
Thomas J. Hibert
Jerry and Bette Holmes
Paula and Hal Homonoff
Carol Horne
Maggie Howell
Holly Hoyt
Katherine and Ralph Hughes
William Hughes
Ellery Hutchins
John and Susan Imbergamo
Janemaire Isnor
Dana A. Jackson
Patricia James
Jennifer and Doris Janiak
Deborah W. Janzen
Faith Jarest
Sherri Jeschke
Amanda Johnson
Michael Johnstone
Amby Jones
Susan Kachinski
Doreen S. Kane
George Kataja
Linda Kauranen
Alissa Keene
Barbara Keiffer
Elaine Kelly
Diana Kelly
Nancy and George Kenna
Susan Kenney
Carol Kent
Dick Whiting and Katie Kenyon
Paula Kenyon
Nancy and John Kerr
Marlene Kilroy
Michel T. Kimball
John and Margaret Kimball
Timothy T. and Cynthia King
Roger and Sandra King
Ina Klimczuk
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Jackie Koller
Rev. Dr. Paul S. Koumrian
Paul and Christine Kowacki
Carol Krauss
Joan Kross
Ben and Lisa Krywucki
Jennifer Kyle

Babs and Frank LaJeunesse
Kathy Lane
Pamela and Stephen Lane
Shirley Lariviere
Denise and Craig Lassen
Kathy Leathers
Linda and John Leng
Margery and David Leslie
Phil and Deb Letourneau
Todd and Diane Levinson
Betty and Dan Lindberg
Heidi Lindberg
Marion and Richard Lindell
Becky and Jeff Lippincott
Suzanne Locke
Joan M. Lombardi
Jonathan Lori
Angela Ludovici
M. Gretchen Lugar
Sharon Luttrell
John and Theresa Lynch
Allyson MacKenna
Miles Stitt and Paola Maderna
Stephen Rovezzi and   
 Nancy Madison
Linda Mahaney
Gail Maker
John and Linda Marchica
Tamara and Lucy Marcinuk
Ken and Mi K Markhard
Haley and Peter Markos
Peter Marone
Andrew Maroney
Patricia E. Martin
Anne and Joe Marvan
Nancy S. Master
Carol and Gary Maupas
Tabitha McAdoo
Penny Haskell and    
 John McAlevey
Patricia  W. McAllen
Constance McCabe
Beth and William H. McCarthy
Norris McCaughey
Nancy McCue
Sue and Ed McDonough
Donald and Linda McElwaney
Joan McGowan
Julie McGrath
Susan McIver
Jennifer McMonagle
Rose DeSantis and    
 Kathy Mehmet
James P. Mellas
Carol R. Miller
Howard and Elaine Miller
Jakki and Bill Miller
Scott and Lori Mitchell
James and Helen Mooney
Michelle Moore
Peter J. Moore
Cheryl Morgan
Barbara Morris
William Morse
Beth Mosher

Catherine Munro
Bill and Siobhan Murphy
Diana L. Murphy
Steve and Gina Murthey
Heather Nanartowich
Linda Newcomer
Suzanne Newton
Carol Newton
Mary-Jo and John Nichols
Janet Nickerson
Paul Nickerson
Julia Nooe
Jo and Shelly Obelsky
Loretta O’Brien
Mary L O’Brien
Mary O’Day
Donna O’Neill
Rob and Sharon Osur
Ann and Borden Painter
Lee and John Pakstis
Mary Palmer
Bill Palmer
Jill Pappas
Kathy and Richard Park
Bob and Bunnie Pasternak
Michael Pattenden
Jeanette and Ralph Patuto
David and Linda Pearlstein
Barbara Peckham
Mike and Merry Penta
John and Frances Perkins
Katherine Perry
Linda K. Peters
Dory Toppan and Ray Peterson
Nancy Drake Phelps
Jennifer Pickering
Leann Pickering
Kate Pittman, D.V.M.
Julia Pollock
Helen Preston
Wendy Puleo
Bob and Sandy Purssell
Michele Putnam
Linda Queen
Patrick and Catherine Rafferty
Barbara Ramsdell
Emily Raymer
David and Louise Reilly
Barbara Revaz
Joanne Reynolds
Mary L Rice
Linda and Dick Riley
Jennifer Robbins
Gordon Robertson
Linda Rockwell
Barb and Rob Rodgers
Candace Rogers
Alan Levick and Nancy Rogoff
Cathy Roheim
Susan J. Roman
Esther Rubenstein
Bonnie Rubin
Andrea and Jason Russak
Joseph and Patricia Salbeck
Beth Saradarian
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Deborah Sawyer
Paul W. Scanlan
Mary Anna Scanlon
Nancy Winetrout Schenck
Steve and Judy Schwartz
David and Eileen Scordy
Julie Searles
Janet Sgro
Kelly Shaw
Ariel Shaw
Julie Sheehan
Joan Shelley
George and Donna Shepherd
Laura and John Sheridan
Els and Allan Shine
Lynn Shrum
Charles Shulman
Wesley and Marilyn Smith
Sharon K. Smith
Suzanne Smitonick
David Shulters and Julia Snyder
Thomas Socha
Jeffrey W. Sochrin
Carol Ann Sordillo
Cynthia Spencer
Elaine Spoto
Mary Tichey-Staack and   
 Charles Staack
Daniel C. Stamatis
Mary and John Stasik
Paul Stepney
Andrew and Harriet Stich
Pamela Stock
Kathleen Suits
Cindy and Frank Sullivan
Lori and Dan Sullivan
David and Susan Summersby
Linda Svetz
Carolyn Barrett and   
 John Swearingen
Donna Teague
Mark and Claudia Teitelbaum
Cindy Theran
Ann Thomas
Bruce and Marjorie Thompson
Jessie A. Timberlake
Lorna Tobin
Michael Troiano
Tracie Tsai
Lorna and Charles Tseckares
Susan W. Tucker
Nancy and Chris Uggerholt
Janet Upton
Dalila Veiga
Patti Vertula
The Viagrande Family
Diane and Francis Vicino
Bob Bass and Lee Vorderer
Rob and Cathy Vuksanovic
Paul Wainwright
Edward Walata
Sydney Waller
Bill and Barbie Walsh
Heather and Jeremy Walsh
Bruce Weagle

David Kay and Katy Weeks
Betsy Wells
Arline and Buzz Whitaker
Kenneth Cracknell and   
 Susan White
Parker and Cheri White
Dennis and Jan Whitton
Kevin and Tracey Wilkins
Jane and Peter Willner
Holly Wilson
Andrew Withers
Donna Wojcik-Barabas
Lynda Moore and    
 Alexander Woodle
Lee Woodworth
Priscilla Wormwood
Jean and Lance Yelvington
Jeremiah and Beverly Young
Anne Yount
Oliver and Marsha Zafiriou
Dave and Donna Zanca
Christine Zavala
Fred Zetterberg
Jo-Ann Zink
Barbara Zino
Gabriella Zipprich

s a K  r e p o r t
r e c i p i e n t s

April through June, 2017

Ellen and Joel Abramam
Jayne and Richard Allard
Dee Bailey
Merle and Debra Balboni
Linda Barron
Judy Barrows
Jennifer Bauer
Barbara Baum
Jane Bennett
Paricia Billman
Cheryl Blackwood
Naomi Boccio
Trish Bogart
Jean Bott
Carmie and Jeff Boutin
Nancy and Dan Boyko
Adianne and Mac Bradford
Mary Ruth and Mark Briggs
Rich and Dr. Deborah Broadley
Diane and Kevin Brown
Melissa and Thomas Bruneau
Edward Cady
Marie Canavan
Carrie Cassano
Sally Ciotti
Louise and Robert Ciulia
Judy Clark
Jeff and Gail Clarke
Susan M Clayton
Frank and Durelle Cloutier
Cheryl and Kevin Connelly
Joseph Conoscenti
Sheryl and Mike Coppa

James Coutrap Jr.
Diana and David Couture
Robert and Kathleen Craig
Carol Crawford
Karen and Elizabeth Crites
Leslie Currier
Ernest R. and    
 Cathy Curro-Harrington
Judithann and Glen Cushman
Ellen and Michael D’Agnese
Elizabeth Dartt
Wendy Davis
Kevin Davis
Linda Deguire
Phil Doherty
Kathleen  Dolley
Margaret Dwyer
Maryellen Dyer
Mr. and Mrs. Erney Edwards
Kathy Eklund
Jane Enegess
Sunni Falconer
Jack Faustini
William and Lori Favreau
Mary Brouillet and Mark Favrow
Joanne Feil
Ellen Finnie
Peter and Cecelia Flagg
Mary Lou Foley
Mary Formby
Chesca Fox
Cheryl and George Fregone
Vince and Larraine Fugaro
Susan Gagnon
Colleen Gallagher
Gloria and Peter Gammons
Leslie and Scott Goldberg
Martha Gonzalez
John and Linda Gotta
Kathy Young and Carmine Greco
Zachary Green
Gayla and Jonathan Greenberg
Eileen Ludwig Greenland
Andrew Gribbell
Ray and Rev. Mary Gustafson
Vicki Hagopian
Ann Hall
Betty Pomerleau and Stuart 
Hamilton
Jane Abbott and Cliff Hankin
Judy Hansen
Joanne Hanson
Sarah and Ron Harrigan
Christine Harris
Mandy Harshman
Michael and Susan Hatch
Valerie Hatfield
Lauren and Mickey Hayes
Andy and Katie Herbine
Melissa and Ken Herman
Scott and Linda Horanzy
Kathy Horvath
Holly Hoyt
Susan and James Huff
Pat Jardine

Cecelia Jones-Pan
Mark Kenney
Carol Kent
Roger and Sandra King
Imssy Klebe
Brian and Jeanne Kling
Rev.Dr. Paul S. Koumrian
Karen Kowalski
Edward Kroll
Ben and Lisa Krywucki
Mark and June Lafferty
Jill Larsen
Nancy and Gresh Lattimore
Phyllis and Bill Lauder
Kathy Leathers
Pauline Lebel
Jon Leveen
Sheryl and Paul Levenson
Tana and John Lingvall
Donald Loiselle
M Gretchen Lugar
Miles Stitt and Paola Maderna
Susan Maounis
Dr. Cindy Marcus
Ken and Mia Markhard
Fred and Sheila Marshall
Brian Cram and    
 Jean Martori-Cram
Carol and Gary Maupas
Patty and Jim Mavlouganes
Barbara Mcadam
Rich and Phyllis McCann
Karen and Kevin McCarthy
Elizabeth and Duncan McDonald
Donald and Linda McElwaney
Alicia McGee
Karen McMenimen
James Messeder
Jackie and Bill Miller
Helen L. Mohr
Margaret T. Monahan
Peter Moore
Cheryl Morgan
William Morse
John and Linda Muckel
James Loring and    
 Elizabeth Mulligan
Kathleen and Patty Murphy
Diana L. and Alan Murphy
Pamela Musor
Leigh Myers
Courtney Nascimento
Linda Newcomer
Paul Nickerson
Lynn Nicolson
Kathy Noble
Mary L. O’Brien
John and Amanda O’Leary
Paul and Sharon Oliva
Sheila O’Neill
Rob and Sharon Osur
Ann and Borden Painter
Matthew and Courtney Paterna
Allan and Mona Patterson
David and Linda Pearlstein
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YGRR mission sTaTemenT
established in 1985, YGRR is a 
nonprofit charitable organization 
which is dedicated to providing 
comprehensive medical care, 
behavioral evaluations and 
adoptive homes to homeless 
Golden Retrievers in the six New 
England states.  Golden mixes 
and Goldens from outside New 
England are admitted on a case-
by-case basis.  

Rescue services are provided 
to Goldens who have been 
abandoned, mistreated, 
neglected or left in shelters.  
Rescue services are also provided 
to Goldens in need of placement 
due to compelling family 
circumstances.

In addition to services for 
hundreds of young, healthy 

Goldens, YGRR is proud of its 
programs of care for senior 
Goldens and Goldens with 
special medical needs.  Since its 
founding, YGRR has provided 
rescue services to thousands of 
Goldens.  Hundreds of others 
have been assisted by our hotline 
counseling and referrals to 
veterinary specialists, obedience 
trainers and animal behaviorists.  

YGRR relies on membership 
dues, donations and fundraising 
activities for its income.  The 
organization has a 501 (c) (3) 
classification with the IRS and 
donations are tax deductable.  
YGRR is headquartered at 
Riverview in Hudson, MA.  

Lisa Pelland
John and Frances Perkins
Enid and Omer Perra
Leann Pickering 
Julia Pollock
Anne Pritchard 
Sharon M. Purcell
Charlene and David Puska
Wanda Quatrale
Linda Queen
Tracy and Tom Quigley
Patrick and Catherine Rafferty
Fawn and Jerry Reed
Robert and Carole Ritch
Susie Ritchie
Mary and Simon Robinson
Candace Rogers
Paula H. Rooks
Elias Tray and David Rubin
Joke Russell
Veronica and Fred Savage
Paul W. Scanlon
Anne and Frank Schulte
Frank Selva
Bunny Shackelford
Charles Shulman
Howard and Wendy Slagter

Jeffrey W. Sochrin
Beth and Rick Spieler
Martha and Michael Sprecher
Allison and Ken Stango
Catherine and Brian Stevens
Andrew and Harriet Stich
Loren and Bernie Stolp
Tom and Yvette Strong
Jo Taylor and    
 Marie Brennan Taylor
Stephanie Tenczar
Bruce and Marjorie Thompson
Brian and Clorinda Thorne
Diane and Robert Ulchak
Maria and John Unger
Amy Finn and Mark Urbin
The Viagrande Family
Bob Bass and Lee Vorderer
Kristie Bolieau Wagner
Heather and Jeremy Walsh
Bill and Barbara Walsh
Betsy Wells
Earl Wertheim
Linda West
Cynthia Wiedemann
Scott and Patricia Wilson
Skip and Alice Wise

Mariruth Brooks Wittkamp
Chris and Cheryl Wolseley
Peter Wood
Lee Woodworth
Michael and Sue Wuerthele
Lisa Yeisley
Carol Young
Marcia Young
Oliver and Marsha Zafiriou
Gabriella Zipprich

f o u n d a t i o n , 
M a t c H i n G  G i f t s , 

c o M pa n i e s ,
s c H o o l s

April through June, 2017 
Animal Welfare Fund
Concord Oil Company
Delaware Valley    
 Golden Retriever Rescue
Exxon Mobil Foundation
GE Foundation
Give with Liberty Program
Global Giving Foundation
Grateful Goldens Rescue of   
 the Low Country (SC)
Harvard Pilgrim Health   
 Care Foundation
Singing Field Foundation
St. George’s Episcopal Church
Suffield Veterinary Hospital
Truist( formerly United Way)
United Way of Central and   
 Northeastern CT
Your Cause, LLC  Trustee for   
 PWC and JC Penney

V o l u n t e e r  B o a r d  p o s i t i o n s :
Treasurer

Computer/IT

e-mail resume to allyson@ygrr.org.

K e n n e l  H e l p : 
Dog enrichment, filling kongs, laundry, organizing

Monday-Friday 10-4

e-mail lucille@ygrr.org.

G r o u n d s  K e e p i n G : 
Help with weeding, raking, watering, planting, 

painting, masonry ,pool cleaning

e-mail susan@ygrr.org

G o l d e n  t i M e s :

Stories, articles, proofing
e-mail susan@ygrr.org

volunTeeRs needed!!
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sPonsoR a Kennel PRoGRam
Please consider joining SAK and becoming 
a part of these wonderful Goldens’ futures. 
For one annual donation you will receive an 
introductory packet and information on the 
first dog you sponsor.  Thereafter, you will 
receive a report each quarter (please see 
pertinent information below).

Each kennel that is part of the Sponsor A 
Kennel program houses Goldens coming 
from different circumstances. Some come 
to us because of a difficult family situation, 
others are simply without a home.  Then 
there are always Goldens who are strays with 
unknown backgrounds; or come to YGRR 
through the intervention of local animal 
control. 

Quite often their stories may include more 
than one reason. No matter what the 
challenge, YGRR is committed to helping 
them along the path to a new and loving 
home.

Annual Cost:  $100.00  

What you’ll receive:

•	 A	picture	and	history	of	the	current	
resident of your kennel.

•	 Update	on	your	kennel	every	three	
months.  If you have a new resident you’ll 
receive a new picture and history. 

How to join:

•	 Choose	the	kennel	run	that	you	would	like	
to sponsor:
 - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #8
 - Senior/Special Needs Center Kennel Run #10
 - Primary Kennel Run #3
•	 Complete	and	return	the	enrollment	sheet	
below.  We look forward to hearing from you!

We’ll also update you on what happened to 
the prior resident.

•	 Information	on	and	picture	of	activities	at	
Riverview.

Yes, I wish to participate in the Sponsor A Kennel program (SAK). I would like to sponsor Kennel # ______________  for the next 12 months.

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail it to:  YGRR (SAK), PO Box 808, Hudson, MA  01749-0808
Or Preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through www.ygrr.org    

Last Name: _____________________________________ First Name: _________________________________  Home Phone: _________________________ 

Street: __________________________________________________ PO Box: ___________________________  Work Phone: __________________________

City: ___________________________________________________  State: _____________________________  Zip + 4: _______________________________

H e r e  a r e  t H e  p e r t i n e n t  d e t a i l s :
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Enclosed are my membership dues:   Member: $35 

Plus additional tax-deductible donation:  m $10      m $25     m $50      m $100      m Other $ _____________            Total enclosed   $ _____________

Please make check payable to YGRR, Inc. and mail it to:  YGRR Membership Coordinator, PO Box 808, Hudson, MA  01749-0808

Or preferred method of payment by credit card can be made directly through www.ygrr/membership     

Last Name: ______________________________________ First Name: ___________________________________  Home Phone: ______________________ 

Street: __________________________________________ PO Box: ______________________________________  Work Phone: _______________________

City: ___________________________________________  State: _____________________________________  Zip + 4: _______________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________ Occupation: ___________________________________________________

Do you have a friend or family member who may be interested in joining YGRR? 

Name: _________________________________________________  Address: __________________________________________________________________

volunTeeRinG oPPoRTuniTies
thank you for considering volunteering with yankee Golden retriever rescue (yGrr)!

2017 membeRshiP Renewal

- 39 -

YGRR is a non-profit  501(c)(3) organization 
which operates a shelter in Hudson, MA to 
provide a safe refuge for Golden Retrievers 
(and some of their special friends) while we 
provide health and behavioral assessments 
and care to better help us carefully match 
them to an approved applicant in search of 
a great dog.

Each year, hundreds of YGRR Volunteers 
provide thousands of hours of service in 
support of various facets of our program 
including:

•	 Providing	Home	Visits	for	prospective	
adopters

•	 Transporting	incoming	dogs	from	
shelters/transfers to our participating 
veterinarians

•	 Assisting	with	website	maintenance
•	 Supporting	Staff	with	administrative	and	

retail functions
•	 Helping	with	fundraising	and	at	Special	

Events
•	 Performing	community	outreach	and	

educating the public on YGRR’s behalf
•	 Sharing	their	skills	to	help	with	overall	

property upkeep and special projects

•	 Participating	in	our	‘Volunteer	CareGiver’	
Canine Education, Enrichment, Exercise 
& Environment program which helps 
minimize the stress and maximize the 
well-being and adoptability of the dogs 
waiting here for their forever families. 

Volunteers with a variety of skills are 
needed to ensure the success of all of these 
programs.  It is the commitment of these 
Volunteers and our Staff that keeps YGRR 
running and it is the dogs they serve who 
inspire these efforts.

Go to www.ygrr.org to fill out an application. 
This information will help us find the 
volunteer work that you would enjoy most 
and to keep you posted on new projects.  

After we review your information, the 
Volunteer Coordinator will contact you to 
schedule your training and will add you to 
our electronic mailing list to be advised of 
new projects and opportunities for ongoing 
training and specialized support. 

Your help is GREATLY appreciated by all of us 
at YGRR – especially by the wonderful dogs!

Weekday volunteers neededed, 

Mon-Friday 10AM-4PM to help with 

the dogs. Anyone with a green thumb? 

We need help with weeding, raking, 

and cleaning the kennel area yards.

Please visit www.ygrr.org 
to submit an application, 
or e-mail - volunteer@ygrr.org
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Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue, Inc.
Post Office Box 808
Hudson, MA 01749-0808
www.ygrr.org
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The YGRR 2018 calendaR is now available!

To oRdeR online, visiT www.YGRR.oRG
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